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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Fifty-fourth Meeting of the Council of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 
(SEAFDEC) was conducted through the virtual platform on 23 and 25 May 2022. 
 
2. The Meeting was attended by the Council Directors for Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam together with their 
respective delegations. The Meeting was also attended by the SEAFDEC Secretary-General, SEAFDEC 
Deputy Secretary-General, and senior officials of the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments as well as 
representatives from the United States Agency for International Development/Regional Development 
Mission for Asia (USAID/RDMA) and World Wildlife Fund (WWF). The list of participants appears in 
Annex 1. 
 

I. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 
 
1.1 Opening of the Meeting 
 
3. The Director-General of the Department of Livestock and Fisheries and the SEAFDEC Council 
Director for Lao PDR, Mrs. Vilayphone Vorraphim, in her capacity as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC 
Council for 2021–2022 welcomed the participants to the virtual Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. She 
expressed her appreciation to the Government of Malaysia for coordinating with the SEAFDEC Secretariat 
in making arrangements for this Meeting despite the COVID-19 situation. Recalling that 2022 is the 
International Year for Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA), she highlighted the importance of 
aquatic resources in Lao PDR, especially in the Mekong River and its tributaries that provided inputs to the 
livelihood of people engaged in small-scale fisheries. She then commended the activities undertaken by 
SEAFDEC, especially on the ecosystem approach to fisheries management (EAFM), co-management, and 
gender equality in small-scale fisheries and aquaculture. While expressing her gratitude to other SEAFDEC 
Council Directors as well as the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments for the support for her during the 
term of her chairpersonship, she encouraged the SEAFDEC Council Directors to also continue their support 
to SEAFDEC in the years ahead towards the sustainability of fisheries in the Southeast Asian region, and 
declared the Meeting open. Her Remarks appears in Annex 2. 
 
1.2 Election of the Chairperson for the Year 2022–2023 
 
4. The Director-General of the Department of Fisheries Malaysia and SEAFDEC Council Director for 
Malaysia, Mr. Haji Mohd Sufian bin Sulaiman, was unanimously elected as the Chairperson of the 
SEAFDEC Council for 2022–2023, in accordance with Article 5, Paragraph 4 of the Agreement Establishing 
SEAFDEC. At the onset, he expressed his appreciation to the Council Director for Lao PDR for the excellent 
chairpersonship during the year 2021–2022, and commended SEAFDEC for its several achievements in 
2021 despite the COVID-19 situation. Specifically, he expressed his gratitude to SEAFDEC for coming up 
with results from the Study on Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Fisheries Sector of the ASEAN-
SEAFDEC Member Countries and the publication Southeast Asian State of Fisheries and Aquaculture 
(SEASOFIA) 2022. He then reiterated the need for the Member Countries to continue addressing persistent 
issues that threaten valuable resources through regional efforts by building upon current initiatives, e.g. 
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ASEAN Network for Combating IUU Fishing, ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme, fisheries subsidies 
negotiation at the World Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial Conference in June 2022, goals and targets 
under the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, marine debris and abandoned, lost or otherwise 
discarded fishing gears (ALDFG), and climate change and its impacts on fisheries and aquaculture, with 
support from relevant organizations and collaborating partners. While expressing his gratitude to all the 
Council Directors for selecting him as the Chair of the SEAFDEC Council for 2022–2023, he encouraged 
the Council to discuss and exchange views in order to come up with effective results from the Meeting. His 
Remarks appears in Annex 3.  
 
1.3 Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangements for the Meeting 
 
5. The Council adopted the Agenda of the Meeting, which appears in Annex 4. 
 

II. REPORT OF SECRETARY-GENERAL 
 
6. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Ms. Malinee Smithrithee, expressed her appreciation to the 
Council Director for Lao PDR, Mrs. Vilayphone Vorraphim, for serving as the Chairperson of the Council 
during 2021–2022 and for her efforts in guiding SEAFDEC towards the implementation of programs. She 
also congratulated the Council Director for Malaysia, Mr. Haji Mohd Sufian bin Sulaiman, for having been 
elected as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for the Year 2022–2023. 
 
7. After taking note of the progress of work undertaken by SEAFDEC as summarized in the SEAFDEC 
Annual Report 2021 presented by the SEAFDEC Secretary-General, the Council Directors provided 
suggestions for improving the future works of SEAFDEC. 
 
8. While expressing appreciation to SEAFDEC for implementing programs of activities and its 
achievements in 2021, the Council Director for Indonesia encouraged SEAFDEC to gradually conduct in-
person meetings starting from 2022 and onward once the COVID-19 situation has improved. He then 
approved the draft SEAFDEC Annual Report 2021 for publication and dissemination. 
 
9. The Council Director for the Philippines commended SEAFDEC for its efforts in implementing the 
programs of activities in 2021, especially through its Aquaculture Department in collaboration with agencies 
under the Government of the Philippines, i.e. Department of Agriculture–Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources (DA-BFAR), National Fisheries Research and Development Institute (NFRDI), and other 
government agencies on fry sufficiency, development of cost-efficient feeds, operation on the revival of 
black tiger prawn, accelerated techno-transfer, and human resources development. For other SEAFDEC 
projects, she expressed support for the extension of the eel project. 
 
10. The Council Director for Myanmar congratulated SEAFDEC for the progress made through its 
programs of activities in 2021 in line with the Resolution on the Future of SEAFDEC: Vision, Mission, and 
Strategies Towards 2030. He suggested that SEAFDEC should consider the reactivation of the program of 
activities on the Regional Fisheries Policy Network (RFPN) and the allocation of sustainable financial 
resources for this program. 
 
11. While congratulating the Council Director for Malaysia for being elected as the Chairperson of 
SEAFDEC in 2022–2023, the Council Director for Thailand commended SEAFDEC for the implementation 
of activities in 2021 and encouraged SEAFDEC to continue the activities on the assessment of fishery 
resources, management of marine animal shelters and habitats, inspection at port of imported aquatic animals 
and fishery products including the regional response to the U.S. Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), 
and projects toward development of sustainable fisheries. He also requested the Member Countries to suggest 
ways and means to improve the implementation of SEAFDEC activities which had been previously 
scrutinized by the Forty-fourth Meeting of the Program Committee of SEAFDEC (44PCM) and Twenty-
fourth Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership 
(24FCG/ASSP) and requested the other Member Countries to share information that would benefit the region 
in the context of fisheries regulation and fish trade. Finally, he approved the SEAFDEC Annual Report 2021 
for publication. 
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12. After providing their views and comments on the activities of SEAFDEC, the Council approved the 
SEAFDEC Annual Report 2021 for publication and dissemination to the Member Countries, relevant 
organizations, and the public. 
 

III. NOTE OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE SEAFDEC PROGRAM COMMITTEE ON 
THE RESULTS OF THE FORTY-FOURTH MEETING 

 
13. The Council took note of the results of the Forty-fourth Meeting of the Program Committee of 
SEAFDEC (Annex 5) which was held from 15 to 17 November 2021 through a virtual platform, as presented 
by the SEAFDEC Secretary-General, Ms. Malinee Smithrithee, in her capacity as Chairperson of the 
Program Committee. The Council also provided comments and suggestions for the improvement of the 
future programs of activities of SEAFDEC. 
 
14. In response to the query of the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council regarding the status of 
transferring the responsibility to key in the data by the respective ASEAN Member States (AMSs) in the 
Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) Database, the SEAFDEC Secretariat informed the Council that 
capacity-building activities were conducted for the AMSs to upload data to the RFVR Database. 
 
15. The Council Director for the Philippines informed the Council that regarding the Project 
“Responsible Fishing Technology and Practice,” the Philippines supported the experiment on positioning 
system and vessel monitoring system which could be applied for fishing gear marking for small-scale 
fisheries. For the project “Development of Stock Assessment Methods and Strengthening of Resources 
Management Measures for Tropical Anguillid Eel in Southeast Asia,” she informed the Council that despite 
the COVID-19 situation, the project is ongoing and will be completed in January 2023. For the project 
“Fisheries Resource Survey and Operational Plan for the M.V. SEAFDEC 2,” the Council was informed that 
the NFRDI and SEAFDEC had dialogues to develop the survey plan in the Philippines waters, which 
includes hydro-acoustic survey and fishing method and fishing ground assessments. The activities were 
proposed to be conducted in September 2022 after the permit is granted by the Philippine authorities. Lastly, 
she supported the recommendation made by 44PCM for SEAFDEC to conduct capacity-building activities 
on the analysis of data collected using SIMRAD EK-80. 
 
16. While expressing the view that all activities should be conducted based on mutual benefit to all the 
Member Countries, the Council Director for Indonesia approved the implemented programs in 2021 and the 
proposed programs in 2022 as scrutinized by the 44PCM. 
 
17. The Council Director for Malaysia suggested that SEAFDEC should consider conducting in-person 
meetings once the COVID-19 situation has improved and international travel is allowed. 
 
18. After the discussion, the Council endorsed the progress of the programs implemented by SEAFDEC 
in 2021 and approved the proposed programs for 2022, as well as the recommendations of the 44PCM. The 
Council then requested SEAFDEC to consider incorporating the recommendations of the Council at this 
Meeting in its future programs 
 
IV. NOTE OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE FISHERIES CONSULTATIVE GROUP (FCG) 
OF THE ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (ASSP) ON THE RESULTS OF THE 

TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING 
 
19. The Council noted the results and recommendations of the Twenty-fourth Meeting of the Fisheries 
Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership which was held from 24 to 25 
November 2021 via the virtual platform (Annex 6) as presented by the Alternate Council Director for 
Cambodia, Mr. Buoy Roitana, on behalf of the ASEAN Co-chair for the 24FCG/ASSP. 
 
20. While noting the results and recommendations of the 24FCG/ASSP, the Council Director for the 
Philippines informed the Council of the ongoing support of Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) to the Philippines in the implementation of the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA) and 
that the Philippines is collaborating with FAO in providing data to the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, 
Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels (Global Record). 



4 
 

21. The Council Director for Myanmar expressed appreciation to SEAFDEC for providing technical 
support on the policy matters and other issues that are crucial for the AMSs to ensure sustainable fisheries 
management and development. He emphasized that the RFVR Database, ASEAN Catch Documentation 
Scheme (ACDS), and regional cooperation for the implementation of the port State measures (PSM) are 
fundamental for the AMSs to implement the requirements for combating illegal, unreported and unregulated 
(IUU) fishing. Moreover, he requested SEAFDEC to support the AMSs in the implementation of relevant 
projects in collaboration with the ASEAN and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) under the 
Strategic Plan of Action on ASEAN Cooperation on Fisheries (SPA-Fisheries) 2021–2025. 
 
22. While supporting the results and recommendations of the 24FCG/ASSP and noting that this would 
be reported to the 30th Meeting of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries in 2022, the Council 
requested SEAFDEC to continue coordinating and cooperating with the ASEAN Secretariat in the 
implementation of the programs under the FCG/ASSP mechanism in the future 
 

V. POLICY CONSIDERATION ON IMPORTANT ISSUES 
 
5.1 Implementation of Regional Management Initiatives for Combating IUU Fishing  
 
23. The Council took note of the progress made by SEAFDEC in the Implementation of Regional 
Management Initiatives for Combating IUU Fishing (Annex 7) as presented by the representative from TD.  
These include the ongoing regional initiatives on the RFVR Database, regional cooperation to support the 
implementation of PSM, and development and promotion of the electronic ACDS (eACDS). 
 
24. While expressing her concern that IUU fishing is a serious issue, the Council Director for Japan 
supported the implementation of the regional management initiatives by SEAFDEC on combating IUU 
fishing. She encouraged SEAFDEC to continue its effort to implement other projects relevant to combating 
IUU fishing such as the upcoming ASEAN-JICA project “Capacity Building on IUU Fishing 
Countermeasures in Southeast Asia.” 
 
25. The Council Director for Malaysia expressed gratitude to TD for the continued effort in the 
implementation of regional initiatives and tools for combating IUU fishing and took note of the progress of 
the RFVR Database, eACDS, and other relevant activities. He also suggested that SEAFDEC should 
continue providing technical assistance, especially on the implementation of the eACDS. 
 
Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) 
 
26. The Council noted that the respective AMSs are responsible for the data key-in and updating of 
information in the RFVR Database for vessels 24 meters in length and over. 
 
27. The Council for the Philippines informed the Council of the progress made by the Philippines 
including the approval of the Fisheries Administrative Order No. 267 on PSMA, development of the 
Philippine IUU Fishing Index and Threat Assessment Tool (I-FIT) in collaboration with the USAID-Fish 
Right, operationalization of the Integrated Marine Environment Monitoring System (IMEMS), and adoption 
of the eCDTS in all BFAR regional offices. 
 
28. While noting the progress on the regional management initiatives to combat IUU fishing made by 
SEAFDEC, the Council Director for Thailand informed the Meeting that Thailand, as the host country of the 
ASEAN Network for Combating IUU Fishing (AN-IUU), encouraged the AN-IUU member countries to 
support the implementation of the AN-IUU which is a complementary work with the RPOA-IUU, as well as 
to utilize the AN-IUU platform for sharing information to combat IUU fishing in the region. 
 
29. With regard to the RFVR Database, the Council Director for Thailand suggested that SEAFDEC 
should explore the possibility of establishing a linkage among the RFVR Database, Global Record, and AN-
IUU platform for a more efficient effort in combating IUU fishing which would be more effective and 
beneficial to the AMSs. 
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30. The Council Director for Myanmar expressed appreciation to TD for organizing the Teleworkshop 
on Development and Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessel Record for Combating IUU fishing in 
September 2021 which enabled Myanmar to key in the data and update information on the fishing vessels 
24 meters in length and over and carrier vessels licensed in the 2020–2021 fishing season in the RFVR 
Database. Besides, he added that the list of fishing vessels for 2021–2022 will be updated soon. He also 
expressed the commitment of Myanmar to update the fishing vessels list every year. 
 
31. The Council Director for Indonesia took note of the key in of data into the RFVR Database and 
proposed that TD should continue its support to the AMSs when capacity-building activities are needed. He 
also informed the Council that Indonesia would update the RFVR Database for vessels 24 meters in length 
and over and make adjustments on some criteria appropriate at the national level. 
 
Electronic ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (eACDS) 
 
32. The Council Director for Myanmar expressed appreciation to TD for organizing the in-person 
training in 2019–2020 and a number of online training in 2021 on the use of the web-based eACDS 
application to issue catch documentation for marine fisheries in Myanmar. He informed the Meeting that the 
testing will be initiated in selected jetties in the Yangon region. 
 
33. The Council Director for Indonesia noted the progress made by TD on the eACDS and informed 
the Meeting that Indonesia has implemented the eACDS elements through the Sertifika Hasil Tangkapan 
Ikan/Catch Certification (SHTI) for tuna fisheries and would continue to develop and upgrade the SHTI from 
paper-based to electronic reporting 
 
Regional Cooperation to Support the Implementation of PSM 
 
34. The Council Director for Myanmar thanked TD for organizing the Online Regional Training on the 
Port State Measures Implementation for Inspectors in Southeast Asia which was participated by the officers 
from Myanmar. He also informed the Council that at present, under the PSMA provisions, Myanmar has 
been cooperating with the DOF Thailand to control the fishing vessels engaged in illegal fishing. Moreover, 
Myanmar is willing to cooperate with the other Member Countries in combating IUU fishing. 
 
35. The Council Director for Indonesia informed the Council of the progress made by Indonesia on the 
fundamentals of the PSMA such as the issuance of regulations, nomination focal points, and establishment 
of designated ports. He added that Indonesia has actively collaborated with relevant agencies both at the 
national and international levels to combat IUU fishing. 
 
5.2 The 19th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on International Trade 

in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
 
36. The Council took note of updated information on commercially-exploited aquatic (CEA) species 
discussed during the meetings under CITES and Workplan of SEAFDEC activities before the 19th Meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES-CoP19) which is to be held on 14–25 November 2022 in Panama City (Annex 8) 
as presented by the representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat. Moreover, the Council noted that SEAFDEC 
is planning to organize in August 2022 the Regional Consultation for Development of the ASEAN-
SEAFDEC Common Positions on the Proposed Listing of Commercially-exploited Aquatic Species into the 
CITES Appendices. 
 
37. The Council Director for Japan informed the Meeting that several CEA species were listed in CITES 
Appendices at the recent CITES CoP meetings (e.g. shortfin mako shark and tropical sea cucumbers in 
Appendix II at CITES-CoP18). She underscored that for the sustainable use of resources, the stocks of CEA 
species should be managed by the coastal States and/or Regional Fisheries Management Organizations 
(RFMOs) which would be a much more effective approach than using CITES provisions. It is also critical 
that CITES listings should be properly examined based on scientific evidence, and any decisions relating to 
the listing should consider feasibility and cost-effectiveness. She added that during CITES meetings, Japan 
always reiterates that CITES should consider the appropriate implementation of existing regulations for 
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listed species in order to contribute to the objectives of the convention rather than keep adding species in 
CITES Appendices. Furthermore, she informed the Meeting that at CITES-CoP19 in November 2022, the 
EU will propose listing hammerhead shark and redfish (sea cucumber) in Appendix II. Furthermore, the 
listing of other CEA species (e.g. sharks, rays, sea cucumbers, eels, and precious corals) is likely to be 
proposed. Japan, therefore, looked forward to collaborating with the other Member Countries on CITES-
related issues. 
 
38. While taking note of the updated information on CEA species, the Council Director for Thailand 
informed the Council that Thailand is proposing to transfer the Siamese crocodile (Crocodylus siamensis) 
from Appendix I to Appendix II at the CITES-CoP19. Thailand is currently drafting a Concept Note and will 
send it to SEAFDEC and other Member Countries for consideration and support. Furthermore, he expressed 
gratitude and support for SEAFDEC in conducting the Regional Technical Consultation in August 2022. 
 
39. The Council Director for Indonesia took note of the updates on SEAFDEC program of activities 
regarding CITES and informed the Meeting of the initiatives of Indonesia on the conservation of whale 
sharks. He mentioned that Indonesia had developed the National Plan of Action (NPOA) for Whale Shark 
Conservation 2021–2025. He also added that since 2014, the entire life cycle and/or body parts of two species 
of manta rays (Manta birostris and M. alfredi) are fully protected under the Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries Regulation No. 4 of 2014. 
 
40. The Council Director for Myanmar expressed appreciation to SEAFDEC for conducting the eel 
fishery/aquaculture statistics survey in Myanmar under the project “Development of Stock Assessment 
Methods and Strengthening of Resources Management Measures for Tropical Anguillid Eel in Southeast 
Asia.” He informed the Meeting that Myanmar would submit the report of the survey on time and collaborate 
with SEAFDEC to develop the ASEAN-SEAFDEC common positions for the CITES-CoP19. He also 
requested SEAFDEC to continue providing technical support and sharing knowledge among the Member 
Countries about the trading procedures of CITES-listed aquatic species. 
 
5.3 Fisheries Subsidies 
 
41. The Council took note of the updated information on the ongoing discussion on Fisheries Subsidies 
(Annex 9) under the framework of the World Trade Organization (WTO) which started in 2001. 
Additionally, the Council noted the results of the Webinar on WTO Fisheries Subsidies Draft Consolidated 
Text (Negotiation Group on Rules) in June 2021 and the conduct of Training Workshop on Stock Assessment 
in Support to the Implementation of the International Commitments for Sustainable Use of Fisheries 
Resources in Southeast Asia in December 2021. Moreover, SEAFDEC is planning to conduct the Second 
Training Workshop on 30 May–7 June 2022. 
 
42. The Council Director for Thailand expressed appreciation to SEAFDEC for organizing the Training 
Workshop in December 2021 with support from the Japanese Trust Fund (JTF) which enhanced the 
knowledge and understanding of the Member Countries of aquatic animal stock assessment and enabled the 
respective countries to obtain better information on the stock status. 
 
43. While noting the conduct of the Training Workshop in December 2021, the Council Director for 
Myanmar expressed support for the conduct of the Second Training Workshop in June 2022 and seek the 
possibility for SEAFDEC to extend an invitation to Myanmar. 
 
5.4 Implementation of Fish and Fish Product Import Provisions of the Marine Mammal 

Protection Act 
 
44. The Council took note of the results of the Webinar on the Regional Responses to the 
Implementation of Fish and Fish Product Import Provisions of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (Annex 
10) as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. The Council also noted that 
SEAFDEC would further submit the results of the Webinar to the ASEAN mechanism. 
 
45. With the reference to the outcomes of the 24FCG/ASSP, the Council Director for Thailand 
requested SEAFDEC to consult with the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
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on the implementation of pilot projects initiated by the DOF Thailand, namely: 1) improving the efficiency 
of aquatic animal traceability to deal with the U.S. MMPA, and 2) improving the knowledge of fisheries 
officers of determining the cause of death of marine mammals to improve the compliance of the AMSs with 
the U.S. MMPA. In response, the SEAFDEC Secretariat informed the Council that SEAFDEC would 
coordinate with NOAA on this matter. 
 
46. The Council Director for the Philippines informed the Meeting of the progress made by the 
Philippines in response to the U.S. MMPA which includes the list of foreign fisheries (LOFF), ongoing 
internal consultation with the technical working group on the Fisheries Administrative Orders on LOFF 
based on NOAA recommendations, expanded coverage of the Fisheries Observer Program (FOP) to cover 
interactions onboard commercial ring netters/purse seiners in areas with a high incidence of marine mammal 
bycatch (i.e. Western Philippine Sea and Northern Sulu Sea), and in-depth sampling protocols for marine 
mammals on the training modules in Observer Trainings. 
 
47. While supporting the recommendations during the 24FCG/ASSP to facilitate the sharing of 
information on preparation for the U.S. MMPA provisions among the Member Countries, the Council 
Director for Myanmar reiterated the need for capacity-building activities to develop the regulations and 
mitigation measures to reduce bycatch of marine mammals from capture fisheries in Myanmar waters. 
 
48. While reiterating that the applicability of the U.S. MMPA is basically related to the bilateral process 
between the respective countries and the U.S. Government, the Council Director for Indonesia supported 
that the forum to be provided by SEAFDEC could be an opportunity for the Member Countries to exchange 
information regarding the U.S. MMPA implementation. 

 
VI. COOPERATION WITH INTERNATIONAL/REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  

AND NON-MEMBER GOVERNMENTS 
 
49. The Deputy Mission Director of the United States Agency for International Development/Regional 
Development Mission for Asia (USAID/RDMA), Ms. Juniper Neill, expressed her appreciation to 
SEAFDEC for extending the invitation to the USAID/RDMA to be represented at this Meeting. She 
informed the Council that the United States has recently released the 2022 Indo-Pacific Strategy with the 
aim to support the safeguarding and sustainable use of the region’s vast oceans, and the legal use of resources 
through enhanced partnerships and cooperation. Since 2021, USAID has extended ongoing support to 
SEAFDEC through its USAID Sustainable Fish Asia–Local Capacity Development project with components 
to strengthen human and institutional capacity and enhance public-private partnerships to combat IUU 
fishing and seafood fraud; and this project will be completed in August 2022. The USAID/RDMA is working 
on the new USAID project “Sustainable Fish Asia Technical Support” activity which was launched in 
November 2021. This Project aims to address IUU fishing and promote sustainable fishing practices in the 
Indo-Pacific region, and USAID will work closely with regional partners not only SEAFDEC but also other 
partners such as the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries, and Food Security (CTI-CFF), 
RFMOs, FAO, and others to synergize efforts. She, therefore, looked forward to the cooperation between 
USAID and SEAFDEC as well as with the Member Countries to advance the shared objectives for 
sustainable development, fisheries management, and ocean conservation in the future. Her statement appears 
in Annex 11. 
 
50. The representative from the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Mr. Aaron McNevin, expressed his 
appreciation for the invitation extended by SEAFDEC for WWF to attend this Meeting. He informed the 
Council of the cooperation between the WWF and SEAFDEC to develop the proposal on Blue Horizon: 
Ocean Relief through Seaweed Aquaculture for funding support from the Global Environmental Facility 
(GEF). The Project aims to foster greater seaweed aquaculture opportunities that deliver ecosystem services 
and socioeconomic benefits in the Philippines and Viet Nam. After receiving from the GEF the first round 
of feedback on the proposal, the comments and concerns were addressed and the proposal was resubmitted 
to GEF for final review and approval. Once the proposal is approved, he looked forward to the cooperation 
and engagement of SEAFDEC in the implementation of this Project. His Statement appears in Annex 12. 
 
51. The Council Director for Malaysia took note of the statements on the areas of mutual interest and 
cooperation between SEAFDEC and the USAID/RDMA and WWF; and urged SEAFDEC to strengthen its 
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partnership with other relevant regional/international organizations to support the Member Countries in the 
sustainable development of fisheries and mitigate the diminishing fish stocks in the region. Moreover, he 
also informed the Meeting of the 11th Symposium on Diseases in Asian Aquaculture (DAA11) which will 
be held virtually on 23–26 August 2022 in Sarawak, Malaysia. Focusing on the core aspects of aquatic 
animal health including current research developments, trends, future of the aquatic animal health industry, 
among others, he informed the Meeting that the DAA11 will provide a platform for interaction among 
professionals, academicians, and experts in the fields of aquatic animal health. More information on the 
Symposium could be found at www.daa11.org. 
 

VII. OTHER MATTERS 
 
7.1 Monitoring and Evaluation of the Implementation of the Resolution and Plan of Action on 

Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2030 
 
52. The Council took note of the progress in developing the key indicators for monitoring and evaluation 
of the implementation of the Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for 
the ASEAN Region Towards 2030 (RES&POA-2030) (Annex 13) as presented by the representative from 
the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
53. While expressing the challenge to carry out the assessment of the implementation of the RES&POA-
2030, the Council Director for Thailand suggested that SEAFDEC explore the possibility to outsource this 
assessment. In response, the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat clarified that the process for the 
monitoring of the RES&POA-2030 has been developed in consultation with the SEAFDEC National 
Coordinators which includes the development of the key indicators. He also informed the Council that 
SEAFDEC has consulted the AMSs on the methodology as well as the conduct of trial exercises on the use 
of such key indicators which are in the trial process by some AMSs. Furthermore, the Regional Workshop 
for the finalization of the key indicators is planned to be organized on 14–15 June 2022 to discuss the results 
of the trial exercises and finalize such key indicators. 
 
54. The Council Director for Indonesia reiterated that these key indicators are important for monitoring 
and evaluating the implementation of the RES&POA-2030. He informed the Meeting that Indonesia has 
already conducted the trial exercise and sent the results of the evaluation using the key indicators to the 
SEAFDEC Secretariat on 20 May 2022. Moreover, he added that Indonesia will actively participate in the 
upcoming Regional Workshop and nominated the SEAFDEC National Coordinator to serve as the focal 
person of the activity. 
 
55. After the discussion, the Council took note of the recommendations made by the countries and 
approved the SEAFDEC National Coordinators to serve as the focal persons for the monitoring and 
evaluation of the implementation of the RES&POA-2030 and looked forward to a fruitful discussion at the 
upcoming Regional Workshop. 
 
7.2 The Southeast Asian State of Fisheries and Aquaculture 2022  
 
56. The Council took note of the progress of the publication The Southeast Asian State of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 2022 (Annex 14) as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. The 
Council also noted that the SEASOFIA 2022 has already been publicized and disseminated to the Member 
Countries and other stakeholders, and is made accessible through the SEAFDEC Institutional Repository. 
 
57. The Council Directors for Thailand and the Philippines acknowledged and congratulated SEAFDEC 
on the publication of the SEASOFIA 2022 which provides useful information on the status, issues, 
challenges, and outlook of fisheries and aquaculture in the region. 
 
58. While congratulating SEAFDEC for publishing the SEASOFIA 2022, the Council Director for 
Indonesia expressed the view that the SEASOFIA produced by SEAFDEC every five years is significant 
supplementary material to the publication FAO State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) produced 
every two years. He suggested that the SEASOFIA 2022 should be circulated not only to fisheries-related 
agencies and stakeholders but also to other relevant sectors and the public. 
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7.3 Study on Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic on the Fisheries Sector of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC 
Member Countries 

 
59. The Council took note of the progress of the Study on Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic on the 
Fisheries Sector of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries and its Report (Annex 15) as presented by 
the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
7.4 Shifting from Printed to Electronic Format of SEAFDEC Publications 
 
60. The Council was informed of the proposal on Shifting from Printed to Electronic Format of 
SEAFDEC Publications (Annex 16) as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
Considering the benefits of the electronic format in disseminating publications to wider groups of audiences 
with lesser time and cost, the Council was requested to consider the possibility that the future publication of 
the SEAFDEC Newsletter and “Fish for the People” could be produced only in electronic format. 
 
61. While expressing appreciation to SEAFDEC for publishing valuable works through its publications 
for several decades and noting the proposed shifting from print to electronic format, the Council Director for 
Lao PDR, however, mentioned that the country still relied on print rather than the electronic format. He, 
therefore, suggested that SEAFDEC maintain both formats and gradually reduce the number of printed 
copies as necessary. 
 
62. The Council Director for Japan expressed support for shifting the production of SEAFDEC 
publications to an electronic format which allows efficient use of budget including the JTF. However, 
considering the difficulty that could be faced by some countries in accessing the SEAFDEC publications in 
electronic format, she was of the view that printed publications may be maintained. 
 
63. The Council Director for the Philippines expressed the view that both electronic and printed 
publications should be produced. She emphasized that printed publications are still necessary for distribution 
to industries, libraries, and institutions as they are more accessible and useful, especially in remote areas. 
She, therefore, suggested that the printed SEAFDEC publications should be maintained although the number 
of copies could be reduced subject to the readiness of the countries in accessing the electronic format. 
 
64. The Council Director for Thailand supported the electronic publication of SEAFDEC publications 
which will allow interested parties to access them as it is more environment-friendly. 
 
65. In response to the recommendations made by the Council, the SEAFDEC Secretariat informed the 
Meeting that currently the SEAFDEC Secretariat publishes and distributes certain numbers of print copies 
of publications to the SEAFDEC National Coordinators for dissemination in their respective countries. To 
adjust the future number of printed copies, the SEAFDEC Secretariat will communicate with the National 
Coordinators to survey and seek confirmation on the number of printed copies required for each of the 
publications. 
 
66. Furthermore, the Chief of AQD and the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat informed the 
Council that currently, the electronic version of publications produced by the SEAFDEC Secretariat and 
Departments are made accessible through the SEAFDEC Institutional Repositories. 
 
67. While expressing support for electronic publications, the SEAFDEC Council Director for Cambodia 
expressed the difficulties in accessing publications through the SEAFDEC website and requested SEAFDEC 
to send the publications directly through e-mail. 
 
68. While noting the suggestion made by the Council Director for Cambodia, the representative from 
the SEAFDEC Secretariat informed the Council that as a usual practice, the SEAFDEC Secretariat compiles 
the publications produced by the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments throughout the year and distributes 
them as an information package during the annual meetings of the SEAFDEC Council for reference and 
usage by the respective countries. 
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69. In conclusion, while supporting the production of the electronic format of SEAFDEC publications, 
the Council suggested that SEAFDEC maintain the printed format but the number of copies should be 
reduced as required by the Member Countries. 
 
7.5 Japan’s Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS) under the Act on Ensuring the Proper 

Domestic Distribution and Importation of Specified Aquatic Animals and Plants 
 
70. The Council approved the proposed Webinar on the Japan’s Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS) 
under the Act on Ensuring the Proper Domestic Distribution and Importation of Specified Aquatic Animals 
and Plants (Annex 17) as presented by the Council Director for Japan. In this regard, the Council was 
informed that the Government of Japan would collaborate with the SEAFDEC Secretariat on the 
arrangements of the Webinar which is tentatively scheduled for late July or August 2022. 
 
71. While the Council Director for Thailand and the Council Director for Indonesia supported the 
proposal of Japan to conduct the Webinar on Japan’s CDS, the Council Director for Myanmar requested a 
bilateral discussion with the Fisheries Agency of Japan regarding the preparation of the flag State 
notification. The Council then expressed appreciation to the Government of Japan for supporting the conduct 
of relevant activities to prevent IUU fishing. 
 

VIII. FUTURE DIRECTION REQUESTED BY THE COUNCIL 
 
72. There were no issues proposed by the Council for discussion under this Agenda. 
 

IX. MANAGEMENT OF THE CENTER 
 

9.1 Operation of SEAFDEC Training and Research Vessels  
 
73. The Council noted the Operation of SEAFDEC Training and Research Vessels (Annex 18) as 
presented by the representative from TD. While taking note of the utilization of the M.V. SEAFDEC and the 
M.V. SEAFDEC 2 in 2021, the Council approved the plan for utilizing the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 to conduct 
fishery resource surveys in Thailand specifically on catch per unit effort and microplastics in the Gulf of 
Thailand in January 2022 as well as in the Philippines in the Visayan Sea and the Zamboanga-Sulu Peninsula 
in September 2022. 
 
74. The Council Director for Myanmar reiterated the request made by Myanmar during the 53rd Meeting 
of the SEAFDEC Council in 2021 for support from TD to conduct fishery resources surveys along the 
offshore and inshore Myanmar waters using the M.V. SEAFDEC 2. He informed the Meeting that the 
Concept Note of the survey has already been developed by the DOF Myanmar in collaboration with TD. He, 
therefore, requested TD to discuss further with the DOF Myanmar the plan for survey track and period, 
budget estimation, and resource person allocation; and to conduct the meeting to finalize the cruise order in 
Myanmar waters. In response, the representative from TD informed the Meeting that TD would coordinate 
with the DOF Myanmar to finalize the survey plan within 2022. 
 
75. The Council Director for Thailand took note of the utilization of the M.V. SEAFDEC and M.V. 
SEAFDEC 2 in 2021 and approved the proposed plans for the utilization of the research vessels in 2022. 
 
76. The Council Director for Japan expressed appreciation to SEAFDEC for its effort to operate the 
M.V. SEAFDEC and the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 and approved the proposed plan for utilization of the M.V. 
SEAFDEC 2 in the year 2022. In this regard, she encouraged the AMSs and SEAFDEC to consider 
maximizing the utilization of the two research vessels so that the Government of Japan could continue to 
support their activities in the future. 
 
9.2 Collaborative Arrangements between SEAFDEC and Other Organizations  
 
77. The Council took note of the Collaborative Arrangements between SEAFDEC and Other 
Organizations (Annex 19) as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. Moreover, the 
Council approved the signing of the “Amendment to LOA between FAO and SEAFDEC for the provision 
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of “Collection of research and datasets from data-poor countries in Southeast Asia related to SDG Indicator 
14.4.1 and formulation of a Thesaurus for Aquatic Genetic Resources.” 
 
9.3 Institutional Capacity Development Program 
 
78. The Council took note of the progress on the organizational capacity development in the area of 
compliance, performance, and viability, particularly on administrative, financial, and human resources 
aspects (Annex 20) as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
9.4 Updates on JTF Budget Request Process in Japan and Needs of SEAFDEC Member 

Countries Cooperation 
 
79. While highlighting the importance of the role of SEAFDEC in sustainable fisheries development 
and food security in the region, the Council Director for Japan expressed the support of the Government of 
Japan through the JTF for SEAFDEC to implement its programs in line with the ASEAN policy framework. 
She also informed the Meeting that the Government of Japan has already secured the JTF budget of 
approximately USD 1.8 million for 2023 and will make effort to provide the same amount of the JTF budget 
in 2024. In this regard, she encouraged the Member Countries to recognize the contribution of the 
Government of Japan to the fisheries development in the region during international fora such as AMAF, 
AMAF+3, and other relevant meetings. The cooperation of the Member Countries would be helpful in 
facilitating the JTF budgetary request. 
 
80. The Council Directors for Thailand and Indonesia expressed gratitude to the Government of Japan 
for the support extended to SEAFDEC and the Member Countries through the JTF. 
 
9.5 Modification of the Organizational Structure of SEAFDEC Training Department 
 
81. The Council took note of the proposed Modification of the Organizational Structure of the 
SEAFDEC Training Department (Annex 21) as presented by the SEAFDEC Secretary-General. After the 
presentation, the Council approved the new Organizational Structure of the SEAFDEC Training Department. 
 
82. The Council Director for Indonesia reiterated that this change in the organization structure should 
not incur an additional budget for the Department. 
 

X. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
10.1 Adoption of Audited Financial Report for the Year 2020 
 
83. In accordance with Article 6, Paragraph 2 (ii) of the Agreement Establishing the Center, the Council 
approved the Audited Consolidated Financial Statements of the Center for the year ended 31 December 2020 
including that of the SEAFDEC Secretariat and four Departments, namely: TD, AQD, MFRDMD, and 
IFRDMD, for the Year 2020 (Annex 22) as audited by the Official Auditor of the Center, Mr. Phongsakorn 
Suwannasaksin, from the P. Polymaths Audit Co., Ltd., Thailand. 
 
84. In response to the inquiry of the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council on the increase in the net 
assets in 2020, the Official Auditor informed the Council that the increase was from the unspent funds, and 
most of the assets in 2020 were the money deposited in the bank account and cash on hand. 
 
10.2 Un-audited Financial Report for the Year 2021, and Status of the Financial Situation for the 

Year 2022  
 
85. The Council took note of the Un-audited Financial Report of SEAFDEC for the Year 2021, and 
Status of the Financial Situation of SEAFDEC for the Year 2022 which appears in Annex 23. 
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10.3 Proposed Budgetary Requirements of the Center for the Year 2023  
 
86. The Council approved the proposed budgetary requirements of the Center for the Year 2023 as 
shown in Annex 24. 
 
87. While agreeing on the proposed budgetary requirements of the Center for the year 2023, the Council 
Director for Thailand informed the Council that the contribution of the Government of Thailand to TD would 
be subjected to the approval of the Budget Bureau in the year 2023 
 
10.4 Other Financial Matters 
 
88. The AQD Chief informed the Council that AQD is planning to organize the in-person Seminar-
Workshop on Aquaculture Development in Southeast Asia (ADSEA) during the last quarter of 2022, if the 
budget allocation is secured and the COVID-19 situation has improved. 
 

XI. CONCLUDING MATTERS 
 
11.1 Adoption of the Report and Press Statement 
 
89. The SEAFDEC Secretariat consolidated the views and directives of the SEAFDEC Council and 
adopted the Report of the Fifty-fourth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council on 25 May 2022. Moreover, the 
Council also adopted the Press Statement of the Fifty-fourth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council which 
appears in Annex 25. 
 
11.2 Date and Venue of the Fifty-fifth Meeting of the Council 
 
90. In considering the date and venue of the Fifty-fifth of the Council, the Council Director for Myanmar 
informed the Council that the Government of Myanmar accepts the responsibility of hosting the next 
SEAFDEC Council Meeting in Myanmar in 2023 and would communicate with the SEAFDEC Secretariat 
for the final date and venue of the meeting. Nevertheless, the mode of conducting the meeting would depend 
on the circumstances at that time. 
 

XII. CLOSING OF THE MEETING 
 
91. The Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council expressed appreciation to the Council Directors for their 
active participation and inputs to the Fifty-fourth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. He also thanked the 
SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments for the support and successfully conducting the Meeting. With that 
note, he declared the Meeting closed. His Closing Remarks appears in Annex 26. 
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