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Agenda 6.1 Marine Capture Fishery Production 
 
The original “Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia” adopted by the SEAFDEC 
Council and applied since 2008 already contained the part on “Marine Capture Production.” However, 
it is proposed that this part should be modified to accommodate recent changes in relevant new 
standards, classifications, and definitions of statistics adopted by FAO, including the International 
Standard Statistical Classification of Aquatic Animals and Plants (ISSCAAP), International Standard 
Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear (ISSCFG),” among others. 
 
This part of the document is based on “topic III 3.3, 3.3.1, and 3.3.1.1” of the “Regional Framework”. 
Proposed amendments are shown as underlined text.  
 
I. PROPOSED REVISION OF THE “REGIONAL FRAMEWORK” 
 
3.3 Fishery Structure and Sub-sectors 
 
In line with the structure of fisheries in the Southeast Asian region, the statistics are divided into two 
main sectors, namely: 1) Capture Fisheries; and 2) Aquaculture. Capture fisheries means an economic 
activity to catch or collect aquatic organisms which grow naturally in public waters and do not belong 
to the property of any person, whereas aquaculture means an economic activity to rear the young aquatic 
organism such as fry, fingerlings, oyster seeds, etc. to commercial size. Unlike capture fishery, aquatic 
organisms under aquaculture operations belong to the property of a specific person or a group of persons 
who manage them until they grow to commercial size. Selected examples for the classification of 
aquaculture and capture fisheries practices is provided in Appendix xx. 
 
3.3.1 Statistics on Capture Fisheries 
 
With concerns in the different environments of fishery resources and other components of capture 
fisheries, the statistics are classified into two sub-sectors, namely: 1) Marine Capture Fishery; and 2) 
Inland Capture Fishery. Statistics on production or catch, fishing gear, fishery vessels, fishing units, 
scale of fishing activities, fishers, etc., shall be collected and compiled under each sub-sector. 
 
3.3.1.1 Marine Capture Fishery 
 
a. Coverage and Definition 
 
Marine capture fishery is divided into two categories based on the scale of fishing activities, namely: 
1) small-scale fishery (including subsistence, artisanal, traditional fishery); and 2) commercial fishery. 
As it is impossible to establish common definition of these two categories in the region, the national 
distinction between small-scale and commercial fisheries of countries in the region is given in 
Appendix 2. The data for marine capture fishery excludes sport fishing, recreation, and research. 
 

Appendix 2 
 

Classification of Small-scale and Commercial Fisheries 
 

Due to different legal definitions used by each country, the following table shows the classification of 
small-scale and commercial fisheries of countries in the region. 
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Country Small-scale fisheries Commercial fisheries 
Brunei 
Darussalam 

Small-scale/artisanal fisheries: 
Operating in all zones but concentrating in 
Zone 1. (0-3 nm) 

Trawlers, purse seiner, or long liner 
a) <60 GT; <350 Hp operating in Zone 2 
b) 60.1-150 GT; 351-600 Hp operating in 

Zone 3 
c) 151-200 GT; 600-800 Hp operating in 

Zone 4 
Cambodia Coastal fisheries: small-scale fisheries 

with/without engine (from 5-50 Hp) 
operating in Zone 1. 

Commercial fisheries: more than 50 Hp 
operating in Zone 2. 

Indonesia Fisheries that its operation without using 
boat, using non-power boat, using outboard 
motor size < 5 GT, or inboard motor size < 
5 GT 

a) Fisheries that its operation using outboard 
motor size 5 GT - 30 GT or inboard motor 
size 5 GT - 30 GT 

b) Fisheries that its operation using outboard 
motor size ≥ 30 GT or inboard motor size 
≥ 30 GT 

Lao PDR - - 
Malaysia Traditional fisheries: small-scale 

fisheries using traditional fishing 
gears (i.e. other than trawls and 
purse seines) with vessels less 
than 40 GRT operating in all zones 
concentrating in Zone A. 

Commercial fisheries: Medium and large-
scale fisheries using commercial fishing gears 
such as trawls and purse seines  
a) With vessels less than 40 GRT operating 

in Zone 2  
b) With vessels from 40-70 GRT operating 

in Zone 3  
c) With vessels above 70 GRT operating in 

Zone 4  
Myanmar Inshore/Coastal fisheries:  

a) vessels of less than 30 ft or using less 
than 12 Hp engine operating in Zone 1. 

b) 5 nm from shore (Rakhine coastal 
region) 

c) 10 nm from shore (Ayeyarwaddy and 
Taninthayi region) 

Industrial fisheries: vessels more than 30 ft or 
using more than 12 Hp engines operating in 
Zone 2. (Outer limit of inshore fishing zone to 
the EEZ) 

Philippines Municipal fisheries:  
Up to 15 km from shore, or equidistant 
between two adjacent municipalities. 
Small-scale fisheries with vessels of less 
than 3 GT operating in Zones 1 and 2. 

Commercial fisheries: 
a) Small-scale commercial fisheries: from 

3.1-20 GT vessels operating in Zone 2; 
can also operate within 10.1-15 km 
(within Zone 1) if authority is granted by 
the concerned local government unit 
(LGU). 

b) Medium-scale commercial fisheries: from 
20.1-150 GT operating in Zone 2; can 
also operate within 10.1-15 km (within 
Zone 1) if authority is granted by the 
concerned local government unit (LGU). 

c) Large-scale commercial fisheries: more 
than 150 GT operating in Zone 2. 

Singapore Small-scale fisheries with vessels of less 
than 3 GT operating in Zone 1 

Small-scale commercial fisheries: Inboard 
engine less than 50 GT or 380 Hp operating in 
Zone 2 

Thailand  Small-scale fisheries: vessels of less than 5 
GT operating in Zone 1. 

Large-scale fisheries: vessels of more than 5 
GT operating in Zone 2. 

Viet Nam Small-scale fisheries: vessels with 
no engine and with engine but less 
than 40 Hp.  
 
Nearshore fishery: Fishing vessel with an 
engine capacity of less than 90 hp, that 
have not registered for operating offshore. 
Fishing vessels fishing in waters of less 

Large-scale fisheries: vessels with engine more 
than 40 Hp. 
 
Offshore fisheries: Defined as fishing in the 
waters bordered by a 30-m deep line from the 
shore onwards for the Tonkin Gulf waters, 
East and Southwest waters, and Gulf of 
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than 30-m depth from the shore in the 
Tonkin Gulf waters, East and Southwest 
waters, and Gulf of Thailand or in waters 
of under 50-m depth from the shore 
onwards in the Central coastal area. 

Thailand and by a 50-m deep line from the 
shore onwards for the Central coast 

Source:  1) Regional Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries in Southeast Asia: Responsible Fishing Operation 
page 

 2) Status and potential of fisheries and aquaculture in Asia and the Pacific 2010 (FAO 2010) 
(mentioned in underline) 

 
Fishing Zones of Countries in Southeast Asia 
 

Country Fishing Zone 1 Fishing Zone 2 Fishing Zone 3 Fishing Zone 4 
Brunei Darussalam From shoreline to 

3 nm 
From 3 nm to 20 
nm 

From 20 nm to 45 
nm 

From 45 nm to 
EEZ limit 

Cambodia From shoreline to 
20 m depth 

From 20m depth to 
EEZ limit 

  

Indonesia From shoreline out 
to 4 nm 

From the outer 
limit of first fishing 
zone to 12 nm from 
shore 

From the outer 
limit of second 
fishing zone to 
EEZ limit 

 

Malaysia From shoreline to 
5 nm 

From 5 nm to 12 
nm 

From 12 nm to 30 
nm 

From 30 nm to 
EEZ limit 

Myanmar From shoreline to 5 
nm in the northern 
area, 10 nm in the 
Southern area 

From outer limit of 
first fishing zone to 
EEZ limit 

  

Philippines From shoreline to 
15 km 

From 15 km to 
EEZ limit 

  

Singapore From shoreline to 
within Port Limits 

From 12 nm to 
EEZ limit 

  

Thailand From shoreline to 
12 nm 

From 12 nm to 
EEZ limit 

  

Viet Nam From shoreline 
to 30-m depth in 
Northern and 
Southern areas, to 
50-m depth in 
Central area 

From 30 to 50-m 
depth to the EEZ 
limit 

  

Source: Regional Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries in Southeast Asia: Responsible Fishing Operation   
 
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 
 
• The RTC is requested to consider the proposed revision of the Regional Framework.  
• The AMSs are requested to provide their respective updated text on the classification of small-scale 

and commercial fisheries, and on fishing zones (if there are any changes from the proposed text) 
 
b. Marine Capture Fishery Production 
 
The statistics on marine capture fishery production represent the data on catches and landings of aquatic 
organisms from marine water and brackishwater that are killed, caught, trapped, or collected for all 
commercial and subsistence purposes. The statistics in terms of quantity will be used to assess the stock 
of the marine organisms to disclose the size of a fishing industry as a whole and to be used as an index 
showing the status and trend of a fishing industry; while the statistics in terms of value will be used to 
compare the economic size of the fisheries industry with those of other sectors. 
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 b.1 Unit of Measurement 
  

1) Production in quantity 
 
Production in quantity represents the live weight equivalent of the landings. Production in quantity 
should be reported in tonnes, except those expressed in numbers or in kilograms. If production is 
reported in kilograms, this should be converted into tonnes and estimated by rounding off to the nearest 
hundredths. The production of ornamental fishes and reptiles should be reported in numbers.  
 
There are many instances where the catches onboard fishing vessels are gutted, filleted, salted, dried, 
etc., or reduced to meals, oil, etc. The data on the landing of such species and products require 
conversion by accurate yield rates (conversion factors) to establish the live weight equivalents (nominal 
catches) at the time of their capture. 
 

2) Production in value 
 
Production in value represents the products’ value equivalent of the landings. It is generally estimated 
by multiplying the quantity of production by the producer price (average monthly weighted value, 
where available). In reporting production in value, the value reported in the national currencies should 
be converted to US Dollar. 
 

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 
 
• The RTC is requested to consider the proposed changes (underlined text).  
• The RTC is requested to consider the term “nominal catches,” whether this should be “nominal 

catches” or “nominal landings.” Each AMS may indicate whether the statistics reported by the 
country represent “nominal catches” or “nominal landings.” 

 
Note: Definition by CWP-IS/20221: 
o Nominal catches refer to the total landings expressed in live weight equivalent (i.e. 

nominal landings), plus the component of the catch discarded dead, as well as the post-
release mortality of fish discarded alive. 

o Nominal landings represent the live weight equivalent of the landed weight, often 
calculated by use of a conversion factor, in order to express the landed weight in a more 
homogenous way. 
 

 
 b.2 Statistics on Marine Capture Fishery Production 
 

1) Production by species 
 
Marine capture fishery production covers the production from small-scale and commercial 
fisheriesbroken down by species (at the species, genus, family, or higher taxonomic levels) into 
statistical categories called species items. 
 
Such statistical categories should be reported by using the SEAFDEC code and the International 
Standard Statistical Classification of Aquatic Animals and Plants (ISSCAAP) (3-alpha code, scientific 
name, and English name). Refer to the updated List of Aquatic Animals and Plants in Southeast Asia 
for SEAFDEC code and national/local name of the species; and Appendix 3 for the category of aquatic 
animals and plants based on  ISSCAAP.  
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Appendix 3 
 

 List of Aquatic Animal and Plants 
 
For the statistics on production from capture fisheries and aquaculture in the region broken down into 
species, the International Standard Classification of Aquatic Animals and Plants (ISSCAAP) should be 
used as the basis to report the species of aquatic animals and plants.  
 
For capture fisheries production, since some diadromous species may be caught in both marine and 
inland waters, the statistics will be reported in two categories of capture fisheries (i.e. marine capture 
fishery and inland capture fishery). For aquaculture production, since some aquatic species can be 
cultured in more than one environment, production can then be reported based on the environment 
where the species are cultured. 
 
The ISSCAAP applied for the region is as follows: 
(New) 
 

Division Code Group of Species 
1 1 Freshwater fishes 

11 Carps, barbells, river suckers 
12 Loaches and hillstream loaches 
13 Tilapias and other cichlids 
14 Freshwater catfishes 
15 Freshwater perches and basses 
16 Snakeheads 
17 Characins 
18 Swamp eels and spiny eels 
19 Miscellaneous freshwater fishes 

2 2 Diadromous and euryhaline fishes 
21 Sturgeons, paddlefishes 
22 Anguilla eels 
23 Slamons, trouts, smelts 
25 Milkfish, mullets 
26 Euryhaline puffer fishes 
27 Miscellaneous diadromous and euryhaline fishes 

3 3 Marine fishes 
31 Flounders, halibuts, soles and other flat fishes 
32 Cods, hakes, haddocks 
33 Miscellaneous coastal fishes 
34 Miscellaneous demersal fishes 
35 Herrings, sardines, anchovies 
36 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes 
37 Miscellaneous pelagic fishes 
38 Sharks, rays, chimaeras 
39 Marine fishes not identified 

4 4 Crustaceans 
41 Freshwater shrimps and prawns 
42 Freshwater crayfishes 
43 Miscellaneous freshwater crustacceans 
44 Marine crabs, sea-spiders 
45 Lobsters, spiny-rock lobsters 
46 King crabs, squat-lobsters 
47 Marine shrimps and prawns 
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Division Code Group of Species 
48 Krill, marine planktonic crustaceans 
49 Miscellaneous marine crustaceans 

5 5 Molluscs 
51 Freshwater molluscs 
52 Abalones, winkles, conchs, and other sea snails 
53 Oysters 
54 Sea mussels 
55 Scallops, pectens 
56 Clams, cockles, arkshells and other bivalves 
57 Squids, cuttlefishes, octopus 
58 Miscellaneous marine molluscs 

7 7 Miscellaneous aquatic animals 
71 Frogs, salamanders and other amphibians 
72 Turtles 
73 Crocodiles, alligators, and caimans 
74 Sea-squirts and other tunicates 
75 Horseshoe crabs and other arachnoids 
76 Sea-urchins and other echinoderms 
77 Sea cucumbers 
78 Marine worms 
79 Miscellaneous aquatic invertebrates 

8 8 Miscellaneous aquatic animal products 
1 Marine pearls, mother-of-pearls, shells 
82 Corals 
83 Sponges 

9 9 Aquatic plants 
91 Brown algae 
92 Red algae 
93 Marine macro green algae 
94 Aquatic Cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) 
95 Miscellaneous aquatic micro-algae 
96 Aquatic macrophytes 

 
 
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 
 
• As revision of the composition of Groups of ISSCAAP is still subject to consideration by CWP, 

the RTC is requested to take note of the progress of this development, and may wish to provide 
views on the proposed changes for consideration by FAO. 

• The RTC is requested to follow the proposed modification of species classification as proposed 
by CWP, and provide comments if any classifications are not available in the region.  

 
 

 
2) Production by the scale of fishing activities 

 
The statistics on marine capture fishery production should be classified into: 1) production from small-
scale fisheries, and 2) production from commercial fisheries. 
 
To report the statistics on production by the scale of fishing activities, the definition of small-scale 
fisheries and commercial fisheries of the respective countries in the region (Appendix 2) should be 
referred to. 
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REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC 
 
• Currently, statistics by the scale of fishing activities of the AMSs are not collected by 

SEAFDEC. However, such statistics is envisaged to be very useful to emphasize and recognize 
the importance of small-scale fisheries. 

• The RTC is requested to consider whether it is possible to include statistics on production by 
the scale of fishing activities. 

 
3) Production by type of fishing gear 

 
The production from small-scale and commercial fisheries, where possible, should be further classified 
into detailed types of fishing gear for each category based on the International Standard Statistical 
Classification of Fishing Gear (ISSCFG) as shown in Appendix 4.  
 

Appendix 4 
 

Classification of Fishing Gear 
 
In reporting the statistics on production from capture fisheries by types of fishing gear, the classification 
of fishing gear based on the International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear (ISSCFG) 
should be applies for the region as follows: 
 
(new) 

Code Category and type Illustration Description 
01 Surrounding nets   
01.1 Purse seine 

-  Anchovy purse seine 
-  Fish purse seine 

 
Source: Seafish, 2021 

Purse seines are the most efficient gear for 
catching small and large pelagic species that 
are shoaling. The gear is made of a long wall 
of netting framed with floatline and leadline 
(usually, of equal or longer length than the 
former) and has purse rings hanging from the 
lower edge of the gear, through which runs a 
purse line made from steel wire or rope which 
allow the pursing of the net. 

02 Seine nets   
02.1 Beach seines 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Beach seines are operated from the shore. The 
gear is composed of a bunt (bag or lose 
netting) and long wings often lengthened with 
long ropes for towing the seine to the beach. 
The headrope with floats is on the surface, the 
footrope is in permanent contact with the 
bottom, and the seine is, therefore, a barrier 
that prevents the fish from escaping from the 
area enclosed by the net. 

02.2 Boat seines 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Boat seines consist basically of a conical 
netting body, two relatively long wings, and a 
bag. The wings are frequently longer than on 
trawls. The long ropes extending from the 
wings, which are used to encircle a large area 
are an important component of the capture 
efficiency. The groundrope is usually a fairly 
heavy rope weighted with lead rings or 
hanging lead ropes. The seine ropes are made 
from synthetic fiber ropes with a lead core or 
from a combination of ropes. 

02.9 Seine nets (nei)   
03 Trawls   
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Code Category and type Illustration Description 
03.11 Beam trawl 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Beam trawls consist of a cone-shaped body 
ending in a bag or codend which retains the 
catch. The horizontal opening of the net is 
provided by a beam, made of wood or metal, 
which is up to 12 m long. The vertical opening 
is provided by two hoop-like trawls mostly 
made from steel. No hydrodynamic forces are 
needed to keep the gear open. 

03.12 Single boat bottom otter 
trawls 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Single boat bottom otter trawls are the most 
common type of trawls and are often called 
“bottom otter trawl,” “otter trawl,” or “bottom 
trawl.” The gear is a cone-shaped trawl towed 
on the seabed by one boat with its horizontal 
spread maintained by a pair of otter boards. 
 

03.15 Bottom pair trawls 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Bottom pair trawls consist of a cone-shaped 
body, normally made of two or four (and 
sometimes more) panels, closed by a codend 
and with lateral wings extending forward from 
the opening. 

04 Dredges 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Dredges are dragged along the bottom to catch 
shellfish. The gear consists of a mouth frame 
to which a holding bag constructed of metal 
rings or meshes is attached. 

05 Lift nets 

 
Source: FAO,2021 

Lift nets are horizontal netting panels or bags 
shaped like a parallel-piped pyramid or cone 
with the opening facing upwards which are 
submerged at a certain depth, left for a while, 
the time necessary for light or bait to attract 
fish over the opening, then lifted out of the 
water. 

06 Falling Gear   
06.1 Cast nets 

 
Source: FAO,2021 

Cast nets are cast by fishers to catch fish. The 
gear is constructed from a series of tailored 
netting sections joined together to produce a 
cone-shaped net with weights and a 
drawstring attached to the perimeter. Netting 
at the funnel end may be arranged such that 
the net hangs in a series of sculpted pockets to 
aid in the retention of fish. The line attached 
to the apex of the cone is used to assist casting 
and retrieval of the net allows the brail lines to 
be tightened. 
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Code Category and type Illustration Description 
07 Gillnets and entangling nets 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Gillnets and entangling nets are strings of 
single, double, or triple netting walls, vertical, 
near by the surface, in midwater, or at the 
bottom, in which fish will gill, entangle, or 
enmesh. The gear can set, anchored to the 
bottom or left drifting, free or connected with 
the vessel which have floats on the upper line 
(headrope) and, in general, weights on the 
ground-line (footrope). 

08 Traps   
08.1 Stationary uncovered pound 

nets 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Stationary uncovered pound nets consist 
usually of net walls anchored or fixed on 
stakes, reaching from the bottom to the 
surface. The nets are open at the surface and 
include various types of fish herding and 
retaining devices. The gear is mostly divided 
into chambers closed at the bottom by netting. 

08.2 Pots 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Pots are designed in the form of cages or 
baskets, small or large (with dimensions 
ranging from around half a meter to two), 
made from various materials (wood, wicker, 
metal rods, wire netting, plastic, etc.). Most of 
the pots are set on the bottom, while a few 
models are designed to be in mid-water. Pots 
are frequently set in rows and used with or 
without bait, depending on the target species. 
The bait is usually pieces of fish or artificial 
flourished baits. The gear might have one or 
more openings or entrances. 

09 Hook and lines 

 
Source: Seafish,2021 

Hook and lines attract fish by a natural or 
artificial bait (lures) placed on a hook fixed to 
the end of a line or snood, on which they get 
caught. Hooks or metallic points (jigs) are also 
used to catch fish by ripping them when they 
pass in its range of movement. Hook and line 
units may be used singly or in large numbers. 

10 Miscellaneous gear   
10.5 Pushnets 

 
Source: FAO,2021 

A pushnet is a bag-shaped net with two sides 
fixed to scissor-like crossed poles and pushed 
by a fisher wading in water or from a boat in 
shallow waters. The poles are made from 
bamboo, wood, plastic, aluminum, or steel. 

10.6 Scoopnets 

 
Source: FAO,2021 

Scoopnets are operated by wading in shallow 
water, from rocks in a river, or from a boat. 
The gear is usually operated by hand, by one 
or more people to scoop or sieve the catch 
from the water. The net is held open by metal, 
plastic, or wooden frame, with or without 
handles. 
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REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 
 
• As the revised ISSCFG has already been adopted by the CWP, the RTC is requested to take note 

of the changes  
• The RTC is requested to consider whether the gears used in Regional Statistics Frameworks should 

be changed, and which gear category should be included (based on availability of statistics from 
countries) 

• The RTC is requested to consider the proposed changes in the description of gear (third column of 
the table) 

 
It should be noted that revision of the composition of Groups of ISSCFG will result in changes to 
Regional Statistics Frameworks, and will impact Q4 on Marine Capture Production by Type of 
Fishing Gear and by Species.
 
c. Fishery Vessels 
 
Fishery vessels can also be called in various terms as fishing boats, fishing fleets, or fishing crafts. 
Fishery vessel means any vessel, boat, ship or other craft that is equipped and used for fishing or in 
support of fishing activity. Statistics on fishery vessels will be used to clarify the amount of capital 
invested in a fishery corresponding to the size of fishery vessel. Such statistics can also be used as inputs 
for the economic analysis and measure of the material input productivity of a fishing industry, and as a 
rough indication of the fishing effort considering the size of the fishery vessel. 
 

c.1 Coverage of Fishery Vessels 
 
The statistics should cover the annual data on fishery vessels that operate in marine waters. All fishery 
vessels, whether registered with the government or not, should be included. 
 

c.2 Classification of Fishery Vessels 
 
Based on the characteristics of marine capture fisheries in the Southeast Asian region, one fishery vessel 
can operate various types of fishing gear and can catch several target species. Therefore, the regional 
classification of fishery vessels (Appendix 5) for this Regional Framework is based on the general 
characteristics of fishery vessels of the countries of the region to present the specific marine capture 
fisheries situation, which is not aligned with the classification developed by the FAO Coordinating 
Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP).  
 
The category of fishery vessel is expressed uniformly in the gross tonnage (GT). When a unit other than 
GT is used to measure the size of the vessel, this should be converted into GT. Although the method of 
measurement of the tonnage of fishery vessels varies from country to country, statistics should be based 
on national measurement standards. 
 

Appendix 5 
 

Classification of Fishery Vessels 
 

To compile the statistics on fishing units, the regional classification of fishery vessels should be referred 
to as follows: 

 
 

Vessel Type Size  (GT) 
Category Sub-category  

1. Non-powered vessel   
2. Powered vessel   
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 2.1 Out-board powered vessel  
 2.1 In-board powered vessel Less than 5  
  5–9.9  
  10–19.9  
  20–49.9  
  50–99.9  
  100–199.9  
  200–499.9  
  More than 500  

 
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC 
 
• The RTC is requested to consider the proposed revision of “Fishery Vessel” of the Regional 

Framework.  
• The RTC is requested to consider and share views whether the existing regional classification 

(including types and sizes) of fishery vessels  should be modified. 
 
d. Fishing Unit 
 
Fishing unit means the smallest unit in a fishing operation, which comprises generally the fishery 
vessels, fishers, and fishing gears. In cases where two fishery vessels are jointly operated in fishing such 
as the pair trawler or two-boat purse seine, these two fishery vessels are regarded as one fishing unit. 
 
A fishery vessel may be counted as two or more fishing units on the same year if it uses different types 
of fishing gear in separate seasons. For instance, in cases where a fishery vessel operates trawl fishing 
for a half year and gill net fishing during the other half of the year, the fishery vessel is regarded as two 
fishing units. Fishing units are generally counted by type of fishing gear. In cases where a fishing unit 
operates more than two fishery vessels such as the pair trawl and two-boat purse seine, the size is 
represented by the tonnage of the major single fishery vessel among the vessels employed. The statistics 
on the fishing unit is mainly used to consider the limitation of the number of fishing units for fisheries 
management.  
 
Statistics on fishing unit, including the number of fishery vessels by gear and gross tonnage, should be 
included in the national statistical system. 
 

d.1 Coverage of Fishing Units 
 
The statistics should cover the annual data on the number of fishing units operated in marine waters. 
Fishing units operating without fishery vessels or non-powered fishery vessels are excluded. 
 

d.2 Classification of Fishing Units 
 
Fishing units should be reported based on the types and sizes of fishery vessels (Appendix 5) as well as 
types of fishing gear (Appendix 4).  
 
 

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 
 
• The RTC is requested to consider the proposed revision of “Fishing Units” of the Regional 

Framework. 
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II. QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

The questionnaire would be in line with the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast 
Asia in 2008, using the streamlined questionnaire and submission process from countries to SEAFDEC 
and FAO.  

 
1. Marine capture fishery production by species and by fishing area 
 
o In terms of production in quantity, the countries that could provide data on species (or species 

group) level are Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Viet Nam; while Cambodia and Myanmar reported only total production by the group “marine 
fishes (nei).”  

  
o In terms of production in value, there is no data from Cambodia, and Viet Nam (although 

production in quantity is available). Myanmar reported the data only as total value under the group 
“marine fishes (nei)” without detailed species classification. Some countries also did not report data 
(e.g. only in some years), making it difficult to come up with the trend of production by value.  
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2. Marine capture fisheries production by the scale of fishing activities (new) 
 
Currently, statistics by the scale of fishing activities of the countries in the region are not collected by 
SEAFDEC. However, such statistics are envisaged to be very useful to emphasize and recognize the 
importance of small-scale fisheries.  
 

 Marine capture fishery production by scale (in quantity and value) 
 

Scale Quantity (t) Value (USD 1,000) 
Small-scale fisheries   
Commercial fisheries   
Total   

 
 
3. Marine capture fisheries production by type of fishing gear and by species  
 
Usually, only four countries could report data, i.e.: Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, 
and Thailand. From such available data, the analysis could not be made to come up with the trend of 
fishing gear used in marine capture fisheries.  
 

 
 
4. Number of fishery vessels by type and tonnage 
 
Currently, the countries that could provide statistics on number of fishery vessels by type and tonnage 
are Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Phillippines, Singapore, and Thailand. For Viet 
Nam, data was obtained by SEAFDEC from other sources, i.e. Statistical Handbook of Viet Nam; 
however, only the total number is recorded not classified by types and tonnage. For Cambodia, the data 
on the number of fishery vessels is not presented in the Fishery Statistical Bulletin. 
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5. Number of fishing units by type/size of fishery vessel and type of fishing gear  
 
o For the number of fishing units by type/size of fishery vessels and type of fishing gear, the countries 

that could provide statistics data are Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. 

 

 
 
 

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 
 
• Take note of the issues faced by SEAFDEC in compiling statistics from the countries 
• Share views on the difficulties in reporting of national statistics for regional compilation 
• Provide comments on the questionnaire (if any) 
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