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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Fifty-third Meeting of the Council of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 
(SEAFDEC) was convened on 27–28 April and 11 May 2021 virtually due to the current COVID-19 
situation.  
 
2. The Meeting was attended by the Council Directors for Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam 
together with their respective delegations as well as the Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General, 
and senior officials of SEAFDEC. The Meeting was also attended by the representatives from the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO); United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP); and United States Agency for International Development/Regional 
Development Mission for Asia (USAID/RDMA). The list of participants appears as Annex 1.   

 
I. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

 
1.1 Opening of the Meeting 

 
3. The Deputy Director-General of the Fisheries Agency of Japan and SEAFDEC Council 
Director for Japan, Mr. Takashi Koya in his capacity as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for 
2020–2021 welcomed the participants to the Meeting. He thanked SEAFDEC for convening this 53rd 
Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council through an online platform despite the current COVID-19 
situation. While reiterating the continued support of the Government of Japan to SEAFDEC through 
the Japanese Trust Fund (JTF), he congratulated SEAFDEC and the ASEAN Member States (AMSs) 
for the adoption in 2020 of the Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food 
Security of the ASEAN Region Towards 2030, which incorporated several global concerns, and noted 
that several activities that aim to address these issues would be discussed at this Meeting. He then 
expressed the gratitude to the SEAFDEC Council Directors as well as the SEAFDEC Secretariat and 
Departments for the support extended to Japan during its term of chairpersonship of the Council 
throughout the past one year, and declared the Meeting open. His Opening Remarks appears as 
Annex 2. 

 
1.2 Election of the Chairperson for the Year 2021–2022 

 
4. The Council Director for Lao PDR, Mrs. Vilayphone Vorraphim was unanimously elected as 
the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for 2021–2022, in accordance with Article 5, Paragraph 4 
of the Agreement Establishing SEAFDEC. However, in view of the unavoidable commitment in the 
country that led to her inability to attend the Meeting, the Council supported the proposal of Mrs. 
Vilayphone for the Alternate Council Director for Lao PDR, Dr. Kaviphone Phouthavong, to chair the 
Meeting on her behalf.  
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5. In the remarks made by Dr. Kaviphone Phouthavong, he expressed concern that the COVID-
19 situation has created impacts on the fisheries sector of the SEAFDEC Member Countries, and 
commended SEAFDEC for its continued efforts in ensuring that important activities could be carried 
out. These include the planned conduct of an exercise to gather information and facilitate sharing of 
experiences/measures undertaken by countries in the region in response to the COVID-19 situation. 
He then expressed the gratitude to all Council Directors for supporting Lao PDR as Chair of the 
Council for the year 2021–2022 and sought the continued support of the Council Directors as well as 
from the regional organizations during the term of the Council Director for Lao PDR as the 
Chairperson of the Council. His Remarks appears as Annex 3. 

 
1.3 Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangements for the Meeting 

 
6. The Council adopted the Agenda of the Meeting, which appears as Annex 4. 
 

II. REPORT OF SECRETARY-GENERAL 
 

7. After taking note of the progress of work undertaken by SEAFDEC as summarized in the 
SEAFDEC Annual Report 2020, which was presented by the SEAFDEC Secretary-General, the 
Council Directors provided suggestions for improving the future works of SEAFDEC. 
 
8. The Council Director for Malaysia expressed the appreciation and congratulated SEAFDEC 
and the Member Countries for their efforts in implementing the approved projects during the 
challenging period of 2020. While also conveying the gratitude to partners especially the Government 
of Japan for its continued support to the other Member Countries and SEAFDEC, he approved the 
contents of the SEAFDEC Annual Report 2020 that encompass the progress and achievements made 
by SEAFDEC in collaboration with the Member Countries in response to the priority issues stipulated 
in the Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN 
Region Towards 2020 and the SEAFDEC Strategies Towards 2030. 
 
9. While commending SEAFDEC for sustaining the activities in 2020, the Council Director for 
Myanmar encouraged SEAFDEC to consider conducting more country-based online training activities 
in the future rather than regional-based activities. This is in order that the activities could better reflect 
the priority needs of the respective countries and allow more people to participate in the activities. 
Furthermore, he also informed the Council that Myanmar has laid down the country’s fisheries vision 
and policy for the sector development with emphasis on the tasks on: food security, food safety, 
socioeconomic of the rural people; and economic development of the nation-wide fisheries-based 
industries. He added that Myanmar is willing to focus on the projects under SEAFDEC Strategy 1 on 
“Securing the sustainability of fishery to contribute to food security, poverty alleviation and 
livelihood of people in the region.” 
  
10. The Council Director for Indonesia expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC, the Member 
Countries, and partners for their efforts in conducting activities through the virtual platform during the 
difficult situation in 2020. He then expressed his approval of the SEAFDEC Annual Report 2020. 
 
11. While expressing the appreciation to SEAFDEC for the achievements made in 2020 despite 
the COVID-19 situation, the Council Director for the Philippines supported the approval of the 
SEAFDEC Annual Report 2020. 
  
12. The Council Director for Thailand expressed the appreciation to the SEAFDEC Secretary-
General for her dedication and to the SEAFDEC staff for their efforts in implementing the programs 
and projects during the difficult time in the midst of the COVID-19 situation. He then expressed his 
support and approval for the SEAFDEC Annual Report 2020. 
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13. After considering the Draft Annual Report 2020 prepared by the SEAFDEC Secretariat, the 
Council approved the publication of the SEAFDEC Annual Report 2020 and its dissemination to the 
Member Countries, relevant organizations and the public.  
 
III. NOTE OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE SEAFDEC PROGRAM COMMITTEE ON 

THE RESULTS OF THE FORTY-THIRD MEETING 
 
14. The Council took note of the results of the Forty-third Meeting of the Program Committee of 
SEAFDEC (Annex 5) which was convened online from 10 to 12 November 2020, as presented by the 
SEAFDEC Secretary-General, Ms. Malinee Smithrithee in her capacity as Chairperson of the 
SEAFDEC Program Committee. 
 
15. After updating the Council on the progress made by Malaysia about the proposal on the 
Implementation and Assessment of Fishing Capacity and Zoning System for Southeast Asia which 
had already been referred to SEAFDEC/MFRDMD for further action, the Council Director for 
Malaysia endorsed the progress of the SEAFDEC programs implemented in 2020 and approved the 
programs proposed for 2021. He also expressed the willingness of Malaysia to actively participate in 
the programs to be implemented by SEAFDEC in 2021. 
 
16. While expressing the appreciation to the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments for the 
technical support extended to the Member Countries taking into consideration their respective 
requirements, the Council Director for Myanmar also commended SEAFDEC for serving as an 
important technical partner for Myanmar in the implementation of activities to support fisheries 
management, such as in combating illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and in the 
aquaculture development of the country. He then urged SEAFDEC to continue extending technical 
support to the Member Countries. After specifically expressing the appreciation to SEAFDEC for 
supporting the conduct of a study on Gender Dimension in the Value Chain of Small-scale Fisheries 
and Aquaculture in Southeast Asia, which will be implemented in Yangon during May–June 2021, he 
approved the projects to be implemented by SEAFDEC in 2021. 
 
17. The Council Director for Thailand expressed the concern that after the completion of the 
SEAFDEC-Sweden Project in 2019, there is still a need to continue the sub-regional initiatives related 
to fisheries and habitat management, including the management of transboundary fishery resources in 
the sub-regional Gulf of Thailand, such as Indo-Pacific mackerel and neritic tunas. Such initiatives 
have allowed the concerned countries, such as Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Viet Nam to share 
information and raise a number of issues for further discussion at the sub-regional level, e.g. the 
Regional Action Plan for Indo-Pacific mackerel, implementation of initiatives and management 
instruments such as the RPOA-Neritic Tunas; fisheries refugia, the RPOA- and NPOA-Capacity, 
combating IUU fishing, MCS Network, among others. He added that the outputs from the Gulf of 
Thailand platform have been reported regularly to the RPOA-IUU Coordination Committee during its 
annual meetings. He therefore encouraged SEAFDEC to explore the possibility of reactivating the 
activities for the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region and to provide the platform for discussion on the sub-
regional fisheries-related issues among the concerned countries in the future.  
 
18. After the discussion, the Council endorsed the progress of the programs implemented by 
SEAFDEC in 2020 and approved the proposed programs for 2021, as well as the recommendations of 
the SEAFDEC Program Committee held in 2020. The Council then requested SEAFDEC to consider 
incorporating the recommendations of the Council at this Meeting in its future programs. 
 

IV. NOTE OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE FISHERIES CONSULTATIVE GROUP 
(FCG) OF THE ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (ASSP) ON THE 

RESULTS OF THE TWENTY-THIRD MEETING 
 
19. The Council noted the results and recommendations of the Twenty-third Meeting of the 
Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (23FCG/ASSP) which 
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was conducted through an online platform on 17–18 November 2020 (Annex 6) as presented by the 
Director for Fisheries and SEAFDEC Council Director for Brunei Darussalam, Ms. Noraini Haji 
Anggas on behalf of the ASEAN Co-chair for the 23FCG/ASSP Meeting.   
  
20. While expressing the appreciation to the Council Director for Brunei Darussalam for the 
presentation, the Council Director for Indonesia requested SEAFDEC to continue its effort in 
undertaking activities under the collaborative framework with the ASEAN. 
 
21. The Council Director for Myanmar expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC for 
implementing the management initiatives toward combating IUU fishing in the region, including 
those on Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR), ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS), 
and regional cooperation for the implementation of the port State measures (PSM). He then 
encouraged SEAFDEC to also extend technical support to relevant initiatives such as the ASEAN 
Network for Combating IUU Fishing (AN-IUU) and the ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry 
of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain. 
 
22. The Council Director for Japan also expressed the support to the recommendations of the 
FCG/ASSP during its Twenty-third Meeting in 2020. 
  
23. While supporting the results and recommendations of the 23FCG/ASSP and noted that this 
would be reported to the 29th Meeting of the ASWGFi in 2021, the Council requested SEAFDEC to 
continue coordinating and cooperating with the ASEAN Secretariat in the implementation of the 
programs under the FCG/ASSP mechanism in the future. 

 
V. POLICY CONSIDERATION ON IMPORTANT ISSUES 

 
5.1 Implementation of Regional Management Initiatives for Combating IUU Fishing  

 
24. The Council took note of the progress made by SEAFDEC in the Implementation of Regional 
Management Initiatives for Combating IUU Fishing (Annex 7), as presented by the representative 
from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. These include the ongoing regional initiatives on Regional Fishing 
Vessel Record (RFVR) Database, regional cooperation to support the implementation of port State 
measures (PSM) in the ASEAN, and development and promotion of the electronic ASEAN Catch 
Documentation Scheme (eACDS). The Council also noted the set of recommendations on the way 
forward for combating IUU fishing as a result of the Teleseminar on Way Forward for Combating 
IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia organized on 24–26 August 2020, as well as the recommendations of 
the Teleworkshop on Development and Improvement of Regional Tools for Combating IUU Fishing 
in Southeast Asia conducted on 27–28 August 2020. 
  
Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) 
  
25. While appreciating the efforts of SEAFDEC in working with the AMSs to define the Key 
Data Elements (KDEs) for the RFVR Database for vessels 24 meters in length and over, the Council 
Director for Viet Nam expressed the concern on the linkage between the RFVR Database and the 
FAO Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transports and Supply Vessels (Global Record) 
considering that an important criteria for inclusion of vessels’ information in the Global Record is the 
IMO number. In response, the representative from SEAFDEC/TD informed the Council that, in 
principle, only information on vessels with IMO number in the RFVR Database should be linked with 
the Global Record. He added that TD is now in the process of communicating with FAO on the 
development of the clear protocol for linking the two databases in consultation with AMSs. 
 
26. With regard to the development of the RFVR Database for vessels less than 24 meters in 
length, the Council Director for Viet Nam reiterated the need to have a clear purpose on how such 
database could be used to support the countries in combating IUU fishing, and suggested that this 
should be thoroughly discussed at the technical level. Furthermore, she informed the Council that 
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information on the category of vessels that Viet Nam could provide would be for those vessels 
measuring 15–24 meters in length, and not for 18–24 meters in length. 
 
27. With respect to data keying in by respective countries for vessels 24 meters in length and over 
as proposed by TD, the Council Director for Indonesia expressed interest in supporting the initiative 
and suggested that this issue should be further discussed. On the development of the database of 
RFVR less than 24 meters in length, Indonesia was of the view that at this stage focus should be made 
on the utilization of the existing RFVR database rather than developing such new database. This is 
because most of the vessels less than 24 meters in length operate in the respective countries’ territorial 
waters to support the livelihoods of people. Therefore, Indonesia believes that the AMSs should not 
be given an extra burden as the existing one has yet to be implemented and proven beneficial.  
 
28. While appreciating the efforts of SEAFDEC in developing the RFVR Database, the Council 
Director for Cambodia expressed the technical difficulties of the existing database for vessels 24 
meters in length and over. He also expressed the concern on how to link the regional and international 
databases. In response, the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC assured the Council Director for 
Cambodia that TD would communicate with the RFVR focal point of Cambodia after this Meeting to 
address the country’s detailed concerns on this aspect. 
 
29. The Council Director for Thailand expressed the gratitude to SEAFDEC for improving the 
RFVR Database into a more functional platform, including the development of a dashboard and 
others. He acknowledged the recommendation for allowing the countries to key in their respective 
data in order for the data to be frequently updated and become more reliable. With regards to the 
RFVR for vessels less than 24 meters in length, he was of the view that most IUU fishing vessels are 
not larger than 24 meters. Nevertheless, the KDEs for such vessels should be less than those for 
vessels 24 meters in length and over, i.e. only five KDEs similar to the Global Record, and should 
include the IMO number. However, this matter should be discussed further at the technical level. 
 
30. While supporting the regional initiatives of SEAFDEC and the recommended Way Forward 
for Combating IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia, the Council Director for Malaysia, expressed the view 
on transferring the responsibility to the respective countries to key in their respective data that this 
issue should be discussed thoroughly among the AMSs. He added that the expansion of the RFVR 
Database to cover vessels less than 24 meters in length and the appropriate KDEs should also be 
further discussed. 
 
Regional Cooperation to support the implementation of PSM 
 
31. The Council Director for Indonesia provided updates on the progress made by the country in 
the implementation of PSM, such as updating their relevant regulations, establishing focal points and 
designated ports, and collaborating and coordinating with relevant agencies at the national and 
international levels. He emphasized that the effective implementation of the Agreement on Port State 
Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (PSMA) 
requires unanimous actions among the AMSs and that the implementation gaps need to be filled up as 
part of the respective countries’ commitment to combat and eliminate IUU fishing. 
 
32. While reiterating the importance of capacity building for fisheries officers and inspectors for 
PSM implementation, the Council Director for Thailand informed the Council that Thailand has 
recently discussed with the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to 
explore the possibility of NOAA providing capacity building to Thailand on observers’ program 
onboard fishing vessels, and asked SEAFDEC to support Thailand on this matter.    
  
Electronic ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme 
 
33. While taking note of the progress made by SEAFDEC on the promotion of the eACDS, the 
Council Director for Indonesia informed the Meeting that Indonesia has incorporated the elements of 
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the ACDS in the Indonesian catch certification for tuna fisheries. He added that Indonesia is making 
progress in upgrading the process from paper-based certification to electronic-based reporting system. 
    
 Others 
 
34. The Council Director for Indonesia updated the Meeting on the progress in relation to the 
recommended Way Forward for Combating IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia, particularly on the 
recommendation at regional level for “Continuing dialogues on the establishment of ASEAN policies, 
AGFP, AN-IUU,” noting that the establishment of the ASEAN General Fisheries Policy (AGFP) is 
already in progress, while the ASEAN Network for Combating IUU Fishing (AN-IUU) has already 
been approved by the SOM-AMAF in 2019.  
 
35. While also noting that the issue on IUU fishing vessels watchlist was discussed during the 
August 2020 Teleseminar, the Council Director for Indonesia reiterated that the RPOA-IUU has 
already developed the IUU Fishing Vessels Watchlist. He therefore encouraged the AMSs to make 
use of the existing IUU fishing vessels watchlist compiled by the RPOA-IUU. 
 
36. While noting the progress on the initiatives undertaken by SEAFDEC to combat IUU fishing 
in the region, the Council Director for Japan encouraged SEAFDEC and the other Member Countries 
to continue their efforts in implementing a consolidated approach to combat IUU fishing. He 
emphasized that IUU fishing is a transboundary issue, thus a consolidated approach and cooperation 
of several countries is necessary. Furthermore, he also expressed the appreciation to the other 
SEAFDEC Member Countries for the progress made in addressing the issues on IUU fishing 
including the expansion of the RFVR Database to include smaller vessels, and suggested that these 
issues should be addressed gradually in a step-by-step manner.  
 
37. After the discussion, the Council requested TD to continue supporting the AMSs in 
implementing the regional initiatives to combat IUU fishing in the region taking into consideration the 
suggestions made by the Council at this Meeting. 

 
5.2 The Second Stock and Risk Assessments of Kawakawa (Euthynnus affinis) and Longtail 

Tuna (Thunnus tonggol) Resources in the Southeast Asian Waters using ASPIC  
 

38. The Council took note of the results of the Second Stock and Risk Assessments of Kawakawa 
(Euthynnus affinis) and Longtail Tuna (Thunnus tonggol) Resources in the Southeast Asian Waters 
using ASPIC (Annex 8), which was reported by the representative from the SEAFDEC/MFRDMD. 
The Council also noted that the results from such stock and risk assessments were discussed and 
finalized during the Sixth Meeting of the Scientific Working Group on Stock Assessment on Neritic 
Tunas in the Southeast Asian Region (SWG-Neritic Tunas) organized on 2 December 2020. 
 
39. The Council Director for Malaysia congratulated MFRDMD and the research team for 
successfully completing the project, and drew the attention of the Council to the suggestion from the 
study for the countries to consider reducing the current catch level such as by introducing closed 
season. To support this suggestion, Malaysia urged SEAFDEC to conduct further studies on stock 
assessment involving relevant Member Countries. 
 
40. While supporting the report of the second stock and risk assessments of kawakawa and 
longtail tuna, the Council Director for Thailand expressed the view that the management of these 
resources, particularly kawakawa in the Andaman Sea, should be enhanced and implemented in a 
cooperative manner by the relevant countries, for the mutual purpose of rehabilitation, resilience and 
conservation of such transboundary resources. He then recommended that the conduct of stock and 
risk assessments either in the Andaman Sea or Gulf of Thailand should be undertaken every two or 
three years. 
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41. While endorsing the report of stock and risk assessments of kawakawa and longtail tuna 
resources in the Southeast Asian waters as presented by MFRDMD, the Council Director for 
Indonesia expressed the appreciation to MFRDMD for conducting the stock and risk assessments for 
these two species. However, regarding the recommendation to reduce the fishing effort for kawakawa 
due to the decline of the resources, he expressed the view that the management of these species should 
be under the responsibility of specific Regional Fisheries Management Organizations, specifically the 
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC).  
 
42. After the discussion and deliberation, the Council endorsed the report on Stock and Risk 
Assessments of Kawakawa and Longtail Tuna in the Southeast Asian Waters for circulation to the 
FCG/ASSP focal persons for endorsement prior to its submission to the 29th Meeting of ASWGFi in 
2021. 

 
5.3 Regional Technical Consultation on Aquatic Animal Health Emergencies in Southeast 

Asia  
 

43. The Council took note of the Regional Technical Consultation on Aquatic Animal Health 
Emergencies in Southeast Asia (Annex 9) which was proposed by the SEAFDEC Aquaculture 
Department (AQD), and also noted that the proposal for this regional technical consultation (RTC) 
was already submitted by AQD to the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) for funding support.   
  
44. The Council Director for Indonesia expressed the appreciation to AQD for the initiative; and 
informed the Council that since the spread of transboundary diseases have become serious challenges 
in the region, he reiterated the willingness of Indonesia to be involved actively in the RTC to share 
their experiences and information on fish disease mitigation. He also informed the Council that one of 
the country’s strategies in dealing with fish diseases, is compiling and revising some regulations 
related to the emergency response and handling of fish disease outbreaks. He also raised the concern 
on antimicrobial resistance (AMR) related to some aquaculture practices as this could impact the 
health of human, animals and fish. He therefore encouraged SEAFDEC to provide clarification and 
updated information about the AMR issue in the future. 
 
45. After the discussion, the Council requested AQD to proceed with the RTC once the support 
from JAIF could be secured, and wished for the successful conduct of the Consultation. 

 
5.4 Fisheries Subsidies  

 
46. The Council took note of the progress of the discussion on Fisheries Subsidies (Annex 10) 
under the framework of the World Trade Organization (WTO) which started since 2001 after the 
launching of the negotiation on fisheries subsidies at the Doha Ministerial Conference (MC4). The 
Council also noted the results of the “Webinar on Fisheries Subsidies: Southeast Asian Regional 
Perspective” organized by SEAFDEC on 23–24 September 2020 to obtain updated information on the 
status of the negotiation from key relevant agencies/countries, and facilitate sharing of information 
among the Member Countries on this issue. 
 
47. While noting the recommendations of the Webinar organized by SEAFDEC, the Council 
Director for Myanmar informed the Council that the International Institute for Sustainable 
Development (IISD) has conducted a study on behalf of Myanmar, in connection with the new WTO 
rules, and concluded that Myanmar has no apparent subsidies to marine fishing and fishing-related 
activities at sea which would be disciplined by the WTO rules. The IISD also highlighted that 
Myanmar would need to ensure that any future subsidies by the country should be in line with the 
possible new WTO rules. 
 
48. The Council Director for Viet Nam expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC for conducting 
the Webinar that facilitated sharing of experiences among the Member Countries and exchanging 
information on the progress of the negotiations at the WTO. While recognizing that capacity building 
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for stock assessment to be supported by FAO is very important for the Member Countries in fulfilling 
the requirements of WTO, she expressed the view that the key challenge at the present is on how to 
determine the reference point that would define overcapacity and overfishing, and encouraged 
SEAFDEC to provide technical support to the Member Countries on this matter. She then expressed 
the view that since two Ministerial Meetings of WTO would take place in July and November 2021, 
SEAFDEC could consider establishing a mechanism to develop the common voice/opinion among the 
Member Countries to be reflected during the forthcoming WTO negotiations. 
  
49. The Council Director for Japan reiterated that one of the important issues discussed at the 
WTO is on the prohibition of subsidies that leads to overcapacity and overfishing, as prescribed in the 
Article 5 of the Chair’s draft text on the WTO. He informed the Council of the view expressed by 
Japan, as well as the AMSs and the EU that subsidies should be allowed in cases where proper 
fisheries management measures are implemented in a sustainable manner. However, some African 
countries expressed the view that this is beneficial only to developed countries, and not for developing 
countries. While commending the usefulness of the discussion with other AMSs held in 2020, he 
supported the suggestion that SEAFDEC should consider facilitating again a discussion platform 
among the Member Countries for this issue in 2021. He then expressed the strong commitment of 
Japan to continue addressing this issue in close collaboration with the AMSs. 
 
50. While commending SEAFDEC for organizing the Webinar on Fisheries Subsidies as it has 
essentially enabled the SEAFDEC Member Countries to be updated on the latest progress on the 
WTO negotiations, the Council Director for Indonesia asked SEAFDEC to provide the Member 
Countries with the updated information related to its future capacity building activities on this aspect. 

 
VI. COOPERATION WITH INTERNATIONAL/REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 

NON-MEMBER GOVERNMENTS 
 
51. The representative from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO/RAP), Dr. Simon Funge-Smith thanked SEAFDEC for 
sustaining the cooperation and providing technical support in the series of virtual Meetings of FAO 
and SEAFDEC that have taken place over the year. He emphasized the importance of capacity 
building and development of models for stock assessment and establishment of reference points for 
effective fisheries management in addressing overfishing and overcapacity. FAO is also looking 
forward to cooperating with SEAFDEC under the second phase of the Bay of Bengal Large Marine 
Ecosystem (BOBLME II) Project which focuses on ecosystem approach in fisheries management, 
combating IUU fishing, and reducing pollution in the oceans, and in another project “Gulf of Thailand 
(GOTFISH)” that will involve relevant countries He reiterated that FAO has emphasized the need to 
increase aquaculture production in the coming years as one of the strategies for sustaining fish supply 
in the region, and also to address the issues on sharing knowledge and innovation for aquaculture as 
well as promotion of Blue Transformation. He announced that the International Year of Artisanal 
Fisheries and Aquaculture will be celebrated in 2022 which aims to enhance awareness of the 
contribution of artisanal fisheries and aquaculture, and promote dialogue among the small-scale 
fishers, fish farmers, governments, and other key stakeholders. Lastly, he thanked SEAFDEC for 
inviting FAO to this 53rd Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. His Statement appears as Annex 11.  
 
52. The representative from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Ms. Isabelle 
Vanderbeck expressed her appreciation to SEAFDEC for the invitation extended to UNEP to 
participate in this Meeting. She mentioned that UNEP is currently collaborating with SEAFDEC in 
two GEF funded initiatives in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand. The first project is 
Implementing the Strategic Action Programme for the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand (SCS 
SAP) 2008 with focus on a) coastal zone management, regional governance, coastal habitat 
rehabilitation, and land-based pollution, and b) its contribution to the small-scale fisheries pillar of the 
SAP through the Fisheries Refugia project. The South China Sea SAP implementation project co-
executed between SEAFDEC being in charge of the regional activities and UNOPS supporting 
national activities is currently in its inception phase further defining the project content in alignment 
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with today’s national priorities. The Inception workshop and project launch are anticipated to take 
place the last week of June 2021. The other project, the Fisheries Refugia, in contrary, is fully 
executed by SEAFDEC. The Project has been ongoing in discussion with the countries again to 
ensure that the design as finalized in 2018 still aligns with the countries’ priorities. Due to COVID-19 
situation, several activities have had to take place virtually hence generally slowing down project 
execution pace. Generally, countries have taken advantage of the downtime to educational materials, 
conduct key stakeholders consultation and advance data collection. She also stressed the need to 
urgently finalize the recruitment process for the Project Director post for the Fisheries Refugia Project 
and hoped that this can be done latest by June. Indeed, the project has not had a Director since 
December 2020. Moving ahead and as we gear towards GEF-8, UNEP looks forward to having 
continued collaboration and partnership with SEAFDEC not only on fisheries trawling, but also in 
advancing sustainable blue economy, promoting an ecosystem approach to aquaculture and managing 
marine litter and microplastics from land-based activities.  
 
53. The representative from the United States Agency for International Development/Regional 
Development Mission for Asia (USAID/RDMA), Dr. Steven G. Olive expressed the appreciation to 
SEAFDEC for extending the invitation for the USAID/RDMA to be represented at this Fifty-third 
Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council and to the Government of Lao PDR for hosting the Meeting. 
While reiterating the past cooperation between USAID and SEAFDEC through the USAID Oceans 
and Fisheries Partnership that was completed in 2020 and which came up with fruitful results, e.g. the 
fisheries traceability systems and catch documentation, promotion of the ecosystem approach to 
fisheries management, he highlighted on the new Regional Development Cooperation Strategy of 
which the USAID is seeking partnership arrangements to address the challenges that threaten the 
region’s marine biodiversity and the global importance of fisheries. The USAID therefore looked 
forward to a continued partnership with SEAFDEC under the “USAID Sustainable Fish in Asia 
(SUFIA) Project” which was launched in August 2020 with the first component on Local Capacity 
Development Activity. Mainly aimed at laying the foundation for the USAID to forge closer ties with 
SEAFDEC through a direct grant, this component would be followed by a co-creation of activities for 
the timely award of the grants. He also expressed the appreciation to the SEAFDEC Member 
Countries for their continued partnership with the USAID throughout the past years, and looked 
forward to obtaining the support and approval of the Council for the grant process from the USAID to 
SEAFDEC in the future. His Statement appears as Annex 12. 
 
54. During the discussion, the Council Director for Malaysia expressed the gratitude to FAO, 
UNEP, and USAID for extending their support and technical assistance to the SEAFDEC Member 
Countries. He specifically extended the appreciation to FAO/APFIC for its support under their 
Technical Cooperation Programme Facility (TCPF) with the objective in providing support to combat 
IUU fishing and implementing PSM in Malaysia which was successfully completed in early 2019. 
Furthermore, he also mentioned that currently, Malaysia is in the midst of considering the outcomes 
from the Programme to formulate and plan further actions before becoming Party to the PSMA. 
Malaysia therefore looked forward to having continued collaboration between SEAFDEC and the 
FAO, UNEP, and USAID, especially in the areas of capacity building on relevant matters, as well as 
in terms of technical assistance and policy advice for the Member Countries in addressing issues that 
hinder fisheries and aquaculture development at the regional level. 
  
55. The SEAFDEC Secretary-General also expressed the appreciation to the FAO, UNEP, and 
USAID for their continued support to SEAFDEC and the Member Countries throughout the past 
years, and looked forward to having closer cooperation with the partner organizations in the 
implementation of activities that address the priority issues confronting the region in the future. 
  
56. While also extending the gratitude to the FAO, UNEP, and USAID for supporting the 
development of fisheries in the region, the Council Director for Cambodia sought information from 
UNEP on the status of the fisheries refugia project considering that the remaining duration of the 
project extension period is only until the end of 2022, as well as on the need to recruit a new Project 
Director. In response, the representative from UNEP explained that when the fisheries refugia project 
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was completed in December 2020 so was the contract of services of the Project Director which was 
co-terminus with the Project’s duration. She informed the Meeting that SEAFDEC is currently in the 
process of recruiting the Project Director, and it is expected that this process would be concluded very 
soon.  
 
57. The SEAFDEC Secretary-General also assured the Council that the recruitment of the Project 
Director is underway in accordance with the recruitment procedures of SEAFDEC.  
 
58. While extending the continued support of the Philippines to institutional partnerships, 
particularly those focusing on the initiatives and projects on current and emerging issues on fisheries 
management, combating IUU fishing, aquaculture, post-harvest, trade, and marketing that affect 
fisheries at the national and regional levels, the Council Director for the Philippines shared the view 
on the short remaining period before the completion of the fisheries refugia project at the end of 2022, 
and the difficulty in the project implementation brought about by the pandemic. In this regard, she 
suggested that it would be prudent for SEAFDEC to look into the appropriate and effective 
mechanism that would address this concern. She also expressed the view that an experienced person 
with good institutional memory is necessary to direct the project during its extension phase. 
 

VII. OTHER MATTERS (CLOSED SESSION) 
 
7.1 Roadmap for Monitoring and Evaluation of the Implementation of the Resolution and 

Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region 
Towards 2030  

 
59. The Council took note of the proposed Roadmap for Monitoring and Evaluation of the 
Implementation of the Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for 
the ASEAN Region Towards 2030 (RES&POA-2030) (Annex 13) including the Concept Note for the 
Regional Workshop on the Roadmap as proposed by the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
60. The Council Director for Malaysia congratulated SEAFDEC for facilitating the development 
of the RES&POA-2030, which was adopted in 2020 by the ASEAN Senior Officials and Ministers 
during the Special Senior Officials’ Meeting, and the 42nd Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on 
Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF), as well as by the Senior Official and Minister responsible for 
fisheries of Japan ad referendum. While recognizing that the RES&POA-2030 would serve as a 
policy framework and guide for regional fisheries development towards food security and livelihood 
in the upcoming decade, he asked SEAFDEC to actively engage the AMSs in the implementation of 
the RES&POA-2030, and supported the proposed conduct of the Regional Workshop on the Roadmap 
for Monitoring and Evaluation of the Implementation of the RES&POA-2030. 
 
61. While supporting the proposed conduct of the regional workshop and roadmap for monitoring 
and evaluation of the implementation of RES&POA-2030, the Council Director for Viet Nam 
suggested that SEAFDEC should develop and disseminate the key indicators for monitoring and 
evaluation of the implementation of RES&POA-2030 in order that the countries could provide 
valuable inputs during the Workshop. 
 
62. While congratulating SEAFDEC for the preparation of the roadmap which mainly focused on 
monitoring and evaluation approach, the Council Director for Myanmar supported the conduct of the 
regional workshop as well as the proposed roadmap. He also suggested that SEAFDEC should 
conduct face-to-face workshop if possible, otherwise it could be pursued through an online platform. 
 
63. The Council Director for Indonesia took note of the proposed roadmap for monitoring and 
evaluation of the implementation of RES&POA-2030, and recognized that the RES&POA-2030 is 
providing important guidance for fisheries development towards food security and improved 
livelihood in the region. He expressed the hope that the majority of the RES&POA-2030 would be 
achieved within the projected timeline.  
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64. While supporting the proposed roadmap for monitoring and evaluation of the implementation 
of the RES&POA-2030 as it would prepare the Member Countries in their efforts of developing 
sustainable fisheries for food security, the Council Director for the Philippines suggested that 
SEAFDEC and the Member Countries should take cognizance toward complementation and 
cooperation, and to minimize duplication of efforts in this aspect. 
 
65. The Council Director for Cambodia also supported the proposed roadmap for monitoring and 
evaluation of implementation of RES&POA-2030, and asked SEAFDEC to consider developing the 
scale for the monitoring and evaluation.  
 
66. While also expressing full support to the proposed roadmap for monitoring and evaluation, 
the Council Director for Thailand appreciated the efforts of SEAFDEC in moving forward for the 
promotion of RES&POA-2030 in the region, especially the possible development of the roles of the 
Regional Fisheries Policy Network to support the monitoring and evaluation of its implementation. 

 
67. After the discussion, the Council suggested that in pursuing the Roadmap, SEAFDEC should 
take into consideration the suggestions of the Council at this Meeting. 
 
7.2 Preparation of Southeast Asian State of Fisheries and Aquaculture (SEASOFIA) 2022  
 
68. The Council took note of the progress made by SEAFDEC in preparation of the publication 
Southeast Asian State of Fisheries and Aquaculture (SEASOFIA) 2022 (Annex 14), including the 
outline, workplan, and timeframe for the publication. The Council also encouraged the countries that 
have yet to submit their inputs to the questionnaire issued by SEAFDEC to provide their respective 
inputs to facilitate the timely preparation of the publication. 
 
7.3 Study on Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic on the Fisheries Sector of the ASEAN–

SEAFDEC Member Countries  
 
69. The Council took note of the progress of the Study on Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic on the 
Fisheries Sector of the ASEAN–SEAFDEC Member Countries (Annex 15) as proposed by the 
SEAFDEC Secretariat.   
 
70. The Council Director for Thailand acknowledged the progress and timeline of the study, and 
expressed the commitment to submit the accomplished questionnaire of Thailand to SEAFDEC by the 
end of May 2021. 
 
71. While informing the Council that the Philippines would cooperate with SEAFDEC on the 
conduct of the study, the Council Director for the Philippines suggested that additional information 
should also be provided by the Member Countries in relation to the impacts of the pandemic on the 
mobility restrictions of people to control the spread of the outbreak. 
 
72. After the discussion, the Council requested SEAFDEC to accommodate their suggestions, and 
report the results of this study to the Council during the next Council Meeting in 2022. 
 
7.4 The 19th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
 
73. The Council Director for Japan expressed the view that management of fisheries species 
should be the responsibility of the fisheries authorities, such as regional fisheries management 
organizations or coastal States rather than by CITES considering the sustainable utilization and 
management of the resources. He added that several aquatic species, e.g. mako shark, rays, and 
tropical sea cucumbers were listed in Appendix II of CITES at the CITES–CoP18. Considering that 
the CITES–CoP19 is scheduled to be organized in 2022, he also expressed the willingness of Japan to 
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continue its cooperation with the other SEAFDEC Member Countries to prevent the listing of fishery 
species such as sharks, rays, sea cucumbers, and eels.  
  
74. The Council Director for Malaysia expressed the appreciation to Japan for raising this 
concern, and acknowledged that cooperation among the SEAFDEC Member Countries is crucial to 
ensure that listing of species at CITES–CoP19 take into account the benefits and interests of fisheries 
in the region. He therefore asked SEAFDEC to continue facilitating the platform for discussion 
among the Member Countries in preparation for the CITES–CoP19. He added that it is vital to take 
into consideration the current stock status of the species that are proposed for listing in the CITES 
Appendices. 
 
75. After the discussion, the Council suggested that SEAFDEC should consider pursuing the 
relevant activities in preparation for the CITES–CoP19 taking into consideration the suggestions of 
the Council at this Meeting. 
 

VIII. FUTURE DIRECTION REQUESTED BY THE COUNCIL (CLOSED SESSION) 
 

76. There were no issues proposed by the Council for discussion under this Agenda. 
 

IX. MANAGEMENT OF THE CENTER (CLOSED SESSION) 
 

9.1 Operation of SEAFDEC Training and Research Vessels  
 
77. The Council took note of the Operation of SEAFDEC Training and Research Vessels in 2020 
and the proposed plan for the year 2021 (Annex 16) as well as the Regulations for M.V. SEAFDEC 2: 
Vigilant Measures Against the Spread of Coronavirus 2019, as presented by the representative from 
SEAFDEC/TD. The Council was also informed on the recent upgrading of the navigation 
instruments, part of the engines, and other fishing accessories, and the installation of new 
hydroacoustic equipment, e.g. scientific echosounder SIMRAD EK-80 in the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 

supported by the Government of Japan, making the vessel more capable of fulfilling the resource 
survey requirements of the Member Countries. 
 
78. While expressing the appreciation to TD for the comprehensive information presented, the 
Council Director for the Philippines reiterated the country’s request for the utilization of the M.V. 
SEAFDEC 2 to conduct an acoustic survey of the biomass distribution of sardines and small pelagics 
in 2021 or 2022. This study will support the Philippines in its effort to include the Bali sardines 
(Sardinella lemuru) in the Codex Alimentarius standard for sardines as a requirement for the export of 
this species to the EU, while it is also useful for the region in determining the biomass and 
distribution of this species in various fishing zones. 
  
79. The Council Director for Japan expressed the gratitude to TD for its effort in utilizing the two 
training and research vessels, and noted the activities implemented in 2020 and those proposed for 
2021. While also noting that there is no proposed utilization of the M.V. SEAFDEC in 2021 which 
could be due to an unusual circumstance during the COVID-19 pandemic, he encouraged TD to 
consider seeking the ways to increase the operational days of the two vessels. 
  
80. The Council Director for Malaysia noted the utilization of the M.V. SEAFDEC and M.V. 
SEAFDEC 2 in 2020 and the proposed plan for 2021, and expressed the appreciation to TD for its 
effort in utilizing the vessels for a number of research and training programs. While reiterating the 
successful technical collaboration between Malaysia and TD in conducting surveys in the Malaysian 
waters during  2013-2016, he informed the Council on the country’s plan to utilize the M.V. 
SEAFDEC 2 to conduct a series of acoustic surveys for the year 2022–2025. Malaysia would 
communicate with TD on this matter as soon as the proposed national budgets have already been 
finalized. 
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81. The Council Director for Myanmar informed the Council on the past cooperation program 
between the Department of Fisheries of Myanmar and the EAF-Nansen Programme funded by the 
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad) and led by FAO, to conduct surveys in the 
waters of Myanmar using the R.V. Dr. Fridtjof Nansen during 1979, 1980, 2013, 2015, and 2018, to 
assess the status of marine capture fishery resources in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of 
Myanmar. However, the previous surveys did not cover the areas shallower than 20-meter depth due 
to the size of the R.V. Dr. Fridtjof Nansen. In this regard, Myanmar proposed to make use of the M.V. 
SEAFDEC 2 for its marine ecosystem survey, and would coordinate with TD for the possible 
utilization of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 in 2022. 
  
82. After thanking the Government of Japan for its continued support to SEAFDEC and the 
AMSs, the Council approved the proposed operational plan of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 for 2021, and 
asked the Member Countries requesting for the utilization of the vessel to communicate with TD on 
their detailed plans and the necessary arrangements. 
 
9.2 Collaborative Arrangements between SEAFDEC and Other Organizations  

 
83. The Council took note of the Collaborative Arrangements between SEAFDEC and Other 
Organizations (Annex 17) as presented by the SEAFDEC Secretariat. Specifically, the Council noted 
the signing of the following collaborative arrangements: 1) Memorandum of Understanding between 
the INFOFISH and SEAFDEC; 2) Amendment No. 1 to the Project Cooperation Agreement (PCA) 
between SEAFDEC and UNEP on the “Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of 
Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand”; 3) Amendment 2 to Annex 2 to the 
MOU between the US-DOI and SEAFDEC Concerning Implementing the Lower Mekong Fish 
Passage Initiative in Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam; 4) Extension of Arrangement for Scientific, 
Educational, and Technical Cooperation between SEAFDEC and the Faculty of Fisheries Science, 
Hokkaido University, Japan; 5) LOA between FAO and SEAFDEC for provision of “Survey to 
Estimate Levels of Abandoned, Lost or Otherwise Discarded Fishing Gear in Thailand Gillnet and 
Trap Fisheries”; 6) Amendment to the LOA between FAO and SEAFDEC for “Provision of Gender 
Dimension in the Value Chain of Small-scale Fisheries and Aquaculture in Southeast Asia”; and 7) 
LOA between FAO and SEAFDEC for provision of “An assessment of the sustainability of currently 
used fishing technologies and operations in Thailand and options for innovation and improvements.” 
Furthermore, the Council also took note of the planned cooperation between SEAFDEC and the 
Department of Marine and Coastal Resources (DMCR), Thailand, the MOU of which is still in the 
process of finalization. 
 
9.3 Regional Capacity Building Network (RECAB)  
 
84. The Council was informed on the proposed Regional Capacity Building Network (RECAB) 
Program (Annex 18) including the proposed training modules, as presented by the representative from 
the SEAFDEC Secretariat. The Council noted that this program was proposed to be implemented 
from 2022 to 2024 considering that the available funding for Regional Fisheries Policy Network 
(RFPN) is not sufficient to cover in full the secondment of eight RFPN members to the SEAFDEC 
Secretariat for a one-year period. 

  
85. The Council Director for Viet Nam sought the clarification from the SEAFDEC Secretariat 
on the utilization of the budget of the RFPN for the RECAB program and whether SEAFDEC would 
be able to conduct training under the RECAB program if the COVID-19 situation still continues in 
2022. In response, the representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat explained that SEAFDEC would try 
to organize in-person training courses, however, the training may have to be adjusted to an online 
mode if traveling across countries is still restricted due to the COVID-19 situation. 

  
86. The Council Director for Indonesia recalled the decision made during the 52nd Meeting of the 
Council in 2020 to retain the RFPN program for the benefit of the Member Countries in terms of 
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institutional and human capacity development. He informed the Council that during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Indonesia has established in 2020 a national electronic training network notably E-Jaring to 
provide platform for marine fisheries training for those who lost their jobs due to the pandemic by 
boosting start-up companies to pursue business ventures in marine fisheries and aquaculture. A series 
of training programs were conducted in 2020 with approximately 47,000 participants using a 
combination of online training and practical exercises by instructors and regional-based extension 
workers. He then suggested that SEAFDEC could consider developing an appropriate platform to 
conduct a series of regional online training courses including training modules to be uploaded to 
support start-up business ventures during the pandemic situation.   
 
87. While appreciating SEAFDEC for its proposed RECAB program, the Council Director for 
Thailand also extended the gratitude to the Government of Japan for the support extended to this 
program through the JTF. However, considering that the RECAB and RFPN although different in 
objectives, are equally important for human capacity development, he suggested that SEAFDEC 
could consider exploring the possibility of implementing both the RFPN and RECAB programs in the 
future. 

  
88. After the discussion, the Council approved the RECAB program, and requested SEAFDEC to 
take into consideration the recommendations of the Council in the future undertaking of this program. 
 
9.4 Hosting Arrangement for SEAFDEC Institutional Repository  
 
89. The Council took note of the Hosting Arrangement for SEAFDEC Institutional Repository 
(Annex 19), particularly on the transfer of institutional repositories of the SEAFDEC Secretariat, TD, 
and MFRDMD to self-service hosting at AQD in 2021. The Council then requested SEAFDEC to 
proceed with the proposed arrangements. 
 
9.5 Institutional Capacity Development Program  

 
90. The Council took note of the progress and proposed plan of the Institutional Capacity 
Program (Annex 20) under the USAID Sustainable Fish Asia (SUFIA) support program, which 
includes the tasks on: 1) Capacity Development Action Plan (CDAP), and 2) Private Sector 
Engagement (PSE) as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. The Council 
also noted the tentative workplan and timeframe of the Program. 
 
9.6 Updates on JTF budget request process in Japan and needs of SEAFDEC Member 

Countries Cooperation 
 

91. The Council Director for Japan expressed the importance of the role and capacity of the 
SEAFDEC for fisheries management and development in the Southeast Asian region and its strong 
commitment to contribute to and support the implementation of SEAFDEC activities through the JTF, 
and informed the Council that Japan has successfully secured the budget of USD 1.8 million which 
would be transferred to SEAFDEC in July 2021. However, it is anticipated that Japan may face 
difficulties in securing budgetary contribution to SEAFDEC in the following year and afterward 
considering that the country has been facing severe economic impacts due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. In this connection, Japan requested SEAFDEC and the other Member Countries to raise the 
importance of securing budget from Japan in various occasions, not only those organized by 
SEAFDEC but also during other fora, such as those of the ASEAN and the AMAF meetings.  
 
92. In response to the appeal of Japan, the Council asked the AMSs to express, at relevant 
international/regional fora including those of the ASEAN, the appreciation to Japan for its efforts in 
supporting SEAFDEC activities, especially those funded through the JTF and other agencies of Japan. 
This would help facilitate the procedures of Japan in securing the budget that could contribute to the 
enhanced roles and capacity of SEAFDEC in the future. 
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X. FINANCIAL MATTERS (CLOSED SESSION) 
 
10.1 Adoption of Audited Financial Report for the Year 2019  
 
93. In accordance with Article 6, Paragraph 2 (ii) of the Agreement Establishing the Center, the 
Council approved the Audited Consolidated Financial Statements of the Center for the year ended 31 
December 2019 including that of the Secretariat and four Departments, namely: TD, AQD, 
MFRDMD, and IFRDMD, for the Year 2019 (Annex 21) as audited by the official auditor of the 
Center, Mr. Phongsakorn Suwannasaksin from P. Polymaths Audit Co., Ltd., Thailand. 
 
10.2 Un-audited Financial Report for the Year 2020, and Status of the Financial Situation for 

the Year 2021  
 
94. The Council took note of the Un-audited Financial Report of SEAFDEC for the Year 2020, 
and the status of the Financial Situation of SEAFDEC for the Year 2021 which appears as Annex 22. 
 
10.3 Proposed Budgetary Requirements of the Center for the Year 2022  
 
95. The Council approved the proposed budgetary requirements of the Center for the Year 2022 
as shown in Annex 23. 
 

XI. CONCLUDING MATTERS 
 
11.1 Adoption of the Report and Press Statement 
 
96. The Council adopted the Report of the Fifty-third Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council and the 
Press Statement on the results of the Meeting (Annex 24), which was adopted on 11 May 2021.  
 
11.2 Date and Venue of the Fifty-fourth Meeting of the Council 
 
97. The Council Director for Malaysia expressed the appreciation to the Government of Lao PDR 
for hosting the 53rd Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, and to the SEAFDEC Secretariat for 
facilitating the conduct of this meeting. In considering the date and venue of the Fifty-fourth Meeting 
of the SEAFDEC Council, he informed the Council that the Government of Malaysia would accept 
the responsibility of hosting the next Council Meeting in Malaysia in 2022, and would communicate 
with the SEAFDEC Secretariat for the final date and venue of the Meeting. Nevertheless, the mode in 
conducting the meeting would depend on the COVID-19 situation that time. He also expressed the 
hope that SEAFDEC would implement the activities in 2021 taking into consideration the directives 
of the Council. 
 

XII. CLOSING OF THE MEETING 
 
98. The Chairperson expressed his appreciation to the Council Directors for their active 
participation and inputs of the Fifty-third Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. He also thanked the 
SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments for facilitating the arrangements of the Meeting. With that 
note, he declared the Meeting closed. His Closing Remarks appears as Annex 25. 
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