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GoTFish in Vietnam 

• Vietnam’s fishery sector plays an important role in the 
national economy, contributing to food security, job creation, 
income generation and poverty reduction  

• In the South-western Viet Nam (part of GoT), a recent study 
observed about 270 species of coral reefs, 9 species of 
seagrass, over 400 species of phytoplankton, over 200 
species of zooplankton, 134 species of demersal fish, 73 
species of pelagic fish, 246 species of coral reef fish, 43 
crustacean species (mainly shrimps and crabs) and 21 
species of octopus, squids and cuttlefish. 

• The total fishery catch in 2020 is 3.6 million tons, including 
fish, squid and cuttlefish, shrimp, shellfish and crab… 

• In 2020, fishery production contributed 4-5 % to the national 
GDP and, creating jobs for 4 million laborers. The value of 
fishery exports reached USD 8.5 billion. 

 



Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFm)  

• The ecosystem approach to fisheries management (EAFm) in Vietnam is used 
in many different ways, such as building marine protected areas, protecting 
aquatic resources, zoning fisheries, stocking renewable resources, planting 
mangroves, releasing artificial reefs, etc. 

• Fisheries Law 2017 with a cautious approach, relying on ecosystems and 
scientific indicators in the management of fisheries activities to ensure 
sustainable development of the sector, including a chapter on protection and 
development of aquatic resources… 

• SEAFDEC has organized training on the process of developing a fisheries 
management plan based on the ecosystem approach for countries in the 
region and Vietnam and also supported Vietnam to implement a project to 
develop a trawler management plan in Kien Giang 

• The Directorate of Fisheries organized some training on the process of 
developing a fisheries management plan based on the ecosystem approach 
for staff working in fisheries management, for local people  in coastal 
provinces. 

• Development and implementation action plans to address common fisheries 
issues e.g. overfishing, overcapacity, IUU fishing. 

 

 



Incentives For enhancing sustainable fisheries value chains 
aimed to promote sustainable sourcing of fish and 
aquatic products, as well as to transition to low 
impact fishing practices, in 2020, D-Fish 
development “The Scheme to raise the value of 
caught seafood products to 2030, with a vision to 
2045” with the goal of Improving the value of 
seafood products through reorganizing production, 
applying scientific and technical advances and 
modern technology, transforming the product 
structure towards increasing the proportion of 
products added value, ensuring food safety, 
reducing post-harvest losses; improving the lives of 
fishing communities, sustainably developing 
aquatic resources and contributing to ensuring 
social security. 

 

 



Marine Biodiversity and Ecological Corridors  in the GoT  

• In 2015, The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and 
The Directorate of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development signed a MoU on cooperation from 2015 to 2020 in a 
number of fields, such as conservation of rare and endangered aquatic 
species. globally threatened, including sea turtles. 

• WWF Vietnam in collaboration with the Management Board of Con Dao 
National Park deployed a satellite device to track the migration path of 
sea turtles. 

• Vietnam is a member state that cooperates with WCPFC on tuna 
fisheries management and is applying EU regulations on combating  IUU 
fishing. 

• In order to conserve endemic, precious and rare aquatic species, the 
Vietnam has promulgated many policies to protect aquatic resources as 
well as the conservation and regeneration of precious and rare aquatic 
species such as: Fisheries Law 2017, The Decree No. 26/2019/ND-CP 
detailing a number of articles and measures to implement the Fisheries 
Law 2017, including content on management of endangered and rare 
aquatic species... 

 



Socioeconomic and Gender considerations 

 

• Vietnam has a small-scale and scattered fishery, and the lives of 
fishermen are still poor. Fishery exploitation still has many 
shortcomings, leading to depleted resources, degraded water 
environment... 

• Women have a huge role to play, holding the keys to the fisheries 
sector's success. They are involved in the processing to 
consumption of seafood products, financial management. They 
account for more than 60% of the workforce in fisheries trade and 
services, especially over 80% in seafood processing workers. 

• For households and fishing communities, their role in seafood 
processing and trade is essential and irreplaceable. They are still 
responsible for housework, educating children, and taking care of 
the spiritual life of family members; also actively participate in 
community religious activities, contributing to building the cultural 
lifestyle of coastal villages. 

 



Vision for the GoTFish  

• Regional fisheries management plans developed, that address priority risks and opportunities to 
human well-being, ecosystem integrity and governance including the implications of climate 
change on GoT countries’ fisheries. 

• Regional action plans to address common fisheries issues (e.g. overfishing, overcapacity, IUU 
(illegal, unreported and unregulated) fishing, fisheries livelihoods, poverty, gender, labor and 
other social issues, as well as market inefficiencies including harmful subsidies, post-harvest 
losses…) 

• Market and other innovative incentive mechanisms implemented to enhance sustainable 
fisheries value chains aimed to promote sustainable sourcing of fish and aquatic products, as 
well as to transition to low impact fishing practices 

• Development of recommendations/guidelines for the alignment of key biodiversity 
considerations into national, transboundary and/or regional fisheries management plans and 
action plans  



Thanks! 
Contact:  


