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Agenda 6.1 Revision of the “Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia” and 

“Explanatory Notes of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia” (general parts) 
 
 

A. REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR FISHERY STATISTICS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 

This part of the document is based on “topic I - topic III 3.2” of the “Regional Framework For 
Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia” which was adopted by the SEAFDEC Council during its 40th 
Meeting in 2008, and includes some amendments proposed by SEAFDEC and inserted as underlined 
text. It should be noted that the remaining parts of the document, i.e. topic III 3.3 onwards would be 
discussed during the subsequent RTCs (planned in 2022 and 2023) in order to complete the revision 
of the whole “Regional Framework.”  

 
I. BACKGROUND AND IMPORTANCE OF THE REGIONAL FRAMEWORK 
 
In Southeast Asia, the importance of fishery statistics has been widely accepted as a tool in providing 
the basic foundation that is crucial to the formulation of national fisheries policies as well as national 
management frameworks and actions or even as basis for understanding the status and condition of 
the fishery resources. As basic structures to facilitate development planning and management of 
fisheries, the fishery statistical items and data set collected by countries could vary based on the 
priority needs and objectives of the countries. In addition, the complexity or extent of the respective 
countries’ national fishery statistical systems including the frameworks for collecting the national 
fishery statistics also depend on available resources, i.e. financial, institutional and human capacity. 
 
In order to consolidate the factors that could minimize the differences in the current national statistical 
systems of the countries in Southeast Asia, SEAFDEC has initiated the revision of the Regional 
Framework so that this could better serve as a basic requirement (minimum requirement) for 
compiling fishery statistics and information that could be easily achieved by the countries in the 
region. Moreover, the need to strengthen and improve the countries’ national fishery statistics has 
been highlighted in the regional policy of the ASEAN and SEAFDEC, i.e. the ASEAN-SEAFDEC 
Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security in the New Millennium 
(ResPoA 2001), the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for 
Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020 (RES&POA-2020), and the subsequent 
RES&POA-2030. SEAFDEC therefore considered it necessary to address the common issues, 
problems and constraints through regional cooperation and collective actions under a regional 
framework in order that this can serve as basis for development planning and management of the 
region’s fisheries. Furthermore, considering the recent developments in the fisheries sector of 
Southeast Asia, revision of the Regional Framework is deemed necessary to enhance the usefulness of 
the framework for fishery statistics for Southeast Asia.  
 
The compilation of fishery statistics in Southeast Asia has been regularly pursued by SEAFDEC since 
1978 initially through the publication “Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area.” 
However, the escalating situation in fisheries practices in the region and the new geo-political set-up 
of the ASEAN, has made it necessary to revise the existing framework of the regional fishery 
statistics and the usage of the Bulletin. In accordance with the policy directives given at the 36th 
Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in 2004, the SEAFDEC Secretariat organized a series of Regional 
Technical Consultations (RTC) with the Member Countries to develop a new framework for fishery 
statistics of Southeast Asia. The draft new Regional Framework was endorsed by the SEAFDEC 
Council at its 37th Meeting in 2005. 
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The draft of the new Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia developed by 
SEAFDEC was supported by the Member Countries at the RTC on Fishery Statistics and Information 
in December 2007. The Member Countries also agreed to adopt the new and improved framework as 
it contains the minimum requirements for the compilation national fishery statistics. The Regional 
Framework was endorsed by SEAFDEC Council at its 40th Meeting in April 2008 and subsequently, 
was also endorsed by the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) at its 16th 
Meeting in May 2008. The new Regional Framework, which includes major changes in the “area of 
coverage” and “statistical usage” to be consistent with the areas of competence of SEAFDEC as well 
as on the “standard definitions and classifications” to be consistent with the current regional 
requirements, has also been harmonized with the international standards. The new Regional 
Framework would play the major role of enhancing the regional collaborative framework on fishery 
statistics to facilitate wider sharing of data and information, as well as of providing the necessary 
inputs for the compilation of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia produced by 
SEAFDEC starting in 2008 that replaced the Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area 
which was produced from 1978 to 2007. 
 
It should be noted that this revision of the Regional Framework is in line with the Plan of Action on 
Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2030 which was adopted in 
2020 and included the provision on the need to “Enhance regional fishery information systems and 
mechanisms to facilitate sharing, exchange and compilation of statistics and information required at 
the sub-regional and regional level, and apply where appropriate, regionally standardized definitions 
and classifications for statistical data to facilitate regional compilation, analysis, and data 
exchange.” Furthermore, considering that after the development of the Regional Framework in 2008 
there have been several changes in global frameworks and standards related to fishery statistics as 
well as the inclusion of additional statistics to enhance the usage of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin 
compiled by SEAFDEC for the benefit of the region. The Regional Framework was therefore 
reviewed in consultation with the ASEAN Member States, and the revised version of the Regional 
Framework was adopted by the SEAFDEC Council at its 56th Meeting in 2024 (to be finalized). 
 
II. PURPOSE AND USAGE 
 
The SEAFDEC Council at its 36th Meeting in 2004 deemed it necessary to improve the compilation of 
regional fishery statistics and directed the SEAFDEC Secretariat to revise the framework of the 
compilation considering the new geo-political set-up of the ASEAN, the changing situation of the 
region’s fisheries as well as the differences in the current national statistical systems. Thus, the new 
Framework was developed to focus on the basic requirements that can be possibly achieved by the 
countries in the region without putting much burden on the national agencies responsible for the 
collection and compilation of fishery statistics. Furthermore, it is also deemed necessary that the new 
framework is harmonized with those of relevant international norms and standards in order to 
facilitate statistics compilation, analysis, and data exchange not only within the region but also at the 
global level, as well as enhance the usage of the statistics to support policy planning and management 
of fisheries toward the sustainability. 
 
2.1 Minimum Requirements for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia 
 
As envisaged, the revision of the Regional Framework would give many benefits to the ASEAN 
countries. Since the Regional Framework is considered as the “Minimum Requirement for Fishery 
Statistics of Southeast Asia,” its adoption would be beneficial to the countries in the region as it could 
be used as guide that facilitates a long-term improvement of their fishery statistics at the national 
level, provides better understanding and clear picture of the fisheries sector specifically in terms of the 
minimum requirements of fishery statistics, and advocates the harmonized standards and definitions 
in order to correspond to regional requirements and conform with international standards. 
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2.2 Frameworks of Inputs for the Development of International Norms and Standards 
 
Since the revised and unified Regional Framework contains the minimum requirements for the 
compilation of fishery statistics as well as the standards embodying the regional requirements, it could 
also be used in gathering inputs for the international development of norms and standards for fishery 
statistics. Harmonization of standard definitions and classifications reflecting the multi-species/gear 
tropical fisheries nature of Southeast Asia would facilitate the sharing of fishery statistics and 
information in the region as well as contributing to similar development at the global level. Therefore, 
improvement of the framework as well as the standard definitions and classification of fishery 
statistics through the revision of the Regional Framework could very well support such endeavors. 
 
2.3 Enhanced Sharing of Fishery Information 
 
The standardized definitions and classification of fishery statistics under this Regional Framework 
could facilitate the sharing and exchange of fishery statistics and information among the countries in 
the region. Many countries in the region have already established their respective national fishery 
statistical standards. In some countries, such standards may have already been reviewed and improved 
to conform to the standards as well as definitions and classifications of fishery statistics at the 
international and regional levels such as those of the FAO and SEAFDEC. However, since this might 
not be the case for the other countries, harmonization of the varying systems is deemed necessary as 
this would eventually lead to the continuous sharing of fishery statistics and information in the region 
thus, contributing largely to the global effort of establishing the real picture of the fisheries in the 
whole world. 
 
III. COVERAGE 

 
3.1 Statistical Coverage 
 
The Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia covers the fishery statistics on 
Production; Fishing Vessels; Fishing Units; Fishers and Fish Farmers; Fish Price; Fish Processing; 
and Fish Trade. Production (landings) cover fishes, crustaceans, molluscs, seaweeds, and other 
aquatic animals and plants taken for all purposes (marine and inland capture fisheries and 
aquaculture) by all classes of fishing units and aquaculture activities operating in marine, 
brackishwater and freshwater areas, in appropriate geographical categories. 
 
3.2 Geographical Coverage 
 
The data also cover all production by commercial and small-scale fisheries and aquaculture activities 
in freshwater, brackishwater and marine waters from the designated FAO Fishing Area 57 (Indian 
Ocean, Easter), 71 (Pacific, Western Cetral), 61 (Pacific, Northwest), and 04 (Asia, Inland Water). 
 
The countries and sub-areas to be used in marine fishery statistics are shown in the table and map 
below. The sub-areas used in the Regional Framework are established in consistent with the FAO 
Fishing Areas, as shown in the detailed map and described in Appendix 1. 
 

Countries Sub-areas (adopted in 2008) Sub-areas (proposed change) 
a) Brunei Darussalam  Brunei Muara 
  Kuala Belait 
  Tutong 
  Temburing 
b) Cambodia   
c) Indonesia West Sumatra  
 South Java  
 Malacca Strait  
 East Sumatra  
 North Java  
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 Bali-Nusa Tenggara  
 South-west Kalimantan  
 East Kalimantan  
 South Sulawesi  
 North Sulawesi  
 Maluku-Papua  
d) Lao PDR   
e) Malaysia West Coast of Penisular 

Malaysia 
West Coast of Peninsular 

 East Coast of Penisular 
Malaysia 

East Coast of Peninsular 

 Sabah Sabah 
 Sarawak Sarawak 
  Labuan 
f) Myanmar  Taninthayi 
  Mon 
  Yangon 
  Rakhine 
  Ayeyarwady 
g) Philippines Luzon  
 Visayas  
 Mindanao  
h) Singapore   
i) Thailand Gulf of Thailand  
 Indian Ocean  
j) Timor Leste   
k) Viet Nam North Vietnam  
 Central Vietnam  
 Southeast Vietnam  
 Southeast Vietnam  
 

 
Map of Southeast Asian Countries and their sub-areas (map to be revised based on revised sub-areas) 
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(Additional Parts of the Framework on 3.3.4 Statistics on Fish Processing; and 3.3.5 Statistics on 
Fish Trade would be discussed under sub-agenda:) 

 
 

B. EXPLANATORY NOTES OF THE FISHERY STATISTICAL BULLETIN OF 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 

 

This part of the document is based on “topic I” of the current “Explanatory Notes” of the “Fishery 
Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia,” with some amendments proposed by SEAFDEC inserted as 
underlined text. The remaining part (topic II) of the Explanatory Notes would be modified by 
SEAFDEC corresponding to the relevant parts of the revised “Regional Framework” once this is 
finalized and adopted by the SEAFDEC Council. 

 
1. GENERAL NOTES 
 
1.1 Data Sources 
 
Data and information available from various sources could be used as inputs for the Fishery Statistical 
Bulletin. These include the data collected through statistical surveys, as well as records from 
government and semi-governmental organizations. In addition, data and information derived from 
new statistical techniques or small-scale surveys could also be used to provide inputs to the Fishery 
Statistical Bulletin. 
 
1.2 Incomplete Data 
 
Although it is desirable that standardized and complete data be supplied for the Fishery Statistical 
Bulletin; data that may not be entirely compatible with the coverage, definition and classification but 
could be useful should also be reported by the countries, provided that the extent of incompleteness is 
indicated as a footnote. 
 
1.3 Time Reference 
 
The reference period unit normally used in fishery statistics that will be compiled annually is the 
calendar year, the period between 1 January and 31 December of the reporting year. In cases where a 
country is unable to supply the statistics of the reporting year by the timeline as indicated, the latest 
data available may be given, provided that the year to which the data belongs is indicated in the space 
provided. 
 
1.4 Unit of Measurement 
 
Unit of measurement used in the Bulletin are standardized as follows: 
- Fishery production statistics in quantity are reported in tonnes, except ornamental fish and reptiles 

which are reported in pieces or numbers. 
- Fishery production statistics in value are reported in USD 1,000. 1 
- Fish prices are reported in USD/kg 
 
1.5 Standard Symbols and Abbreviations 
 
The following standard symbols and abbreviations are used throughout the tables in the Fishery 
Statistical Bulletin: 

 
1  In reporting production in value, the amount reported in the national currencies should be converted to 

USD. Reference on the conversion from local currencies to a common standard should be based on the 
“ASEAN Statistical Yearbook” 
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…  = Not available 
-  = Magnitude is zero or not applicable 
0  = Magnitude is insignificant, i.e. less than half of the measurement 
t  = tonnes 
USD 1,000 = 1,000 dollars in U.S. currency 
No.  = Number 
Q  = Quantity 
V  = Value 
 

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 
 
• To consider and provide comments on revised part of the Regional Framework For Fishery 

Statistics Of Southeast Asia (topic I - topic III 3.2) 
• To provide updated information on country’s Fishing Area (based on Appendix I) 
• To consider and provide comments on revised part of the Explanatory Notes of the Fishery 

Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia (topic I) 
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Appendix 1 

 
CLASSIFICATION OF FIAHING AREAS 

 
The fishing areas of the Southeast Asian region, established for fishery statistical purposes, consist of 
inland and marine fishing areas, which is consistent with the definition and classification of capture 
fisheries. These are standardized in accordance with the FAO Major Fishing Areas, the boundaries of 
which were determined in consultation with international fishery agencies taking into account various 
considerations, including: 
 

(i) the boundary of national regions and the natural divisions of oceans and seas; 
(ii) the boundaries of adjacent statistical fisheries bodies already established in 

intergovernmental conventions and treaties; 
(iii) existing national practices; 
(iv) national boundaries; 
(v) the longitude and latitude grid system; 
(vi) the distribution of the aquatic fauna; and 
(vii) the distribution of the resources and the environmental conditions within an area. 

 
1. Inland Fishing Areas 
 
All inland waters of the Southeast Asian countries are identified under Area 04 (Asia, Inland Water). 
There is no sub-area for Asia (Fishing Area 04) that is recognized for the collection of catch and effort 
data for the Southeast Asian region. The data presented by Lao PDR, which is the sole landlocked country 
in the region, are therefore reported under Area 04 only. 
 

 
Area 04, Asia-Inland Waters 
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2. Marine Fishing Areas 
 
The marine fishing areas of the Southeast Asian countries are identified under Area 57 (Indian Oceans, 
Eastern), Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central) and Area 61 (Pacific, Northwest). Countries and their sub-
areas to be used in marine fishery statistics are as follows: 

Countries Sub-areas (adopted in 2008) FAO Marine 
Fishing Area 

SEAFDEC  
Sub-areas 

a) Brunei Darussalam  71 71i 
  71 71b 
b) Cambodia  57,71  
c) Indonesia West Sumatra 57 57e 
 South Java 57 57e 
 Malacca Strait 57,71 57d, 71k 
 East Sumatra 71 71k 
 North Java 71 71k 
 Bali-Nusa Tenggara 57 57f 
 South-west Kalimantan 71 71k 
 East Kalimantan 71 71k 
 South Sulawesi 71 71k 
 North Sulawesi 71 71k 
 Maluku-Papua 71 71k 
d) Malaysia  57,71  
 West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia 57 57c 
 East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia 71 71e 
 Sabah 71 71f 
 Sarawak 71 71g 
e) Myanmar  57 57a 
f) Philippines Luzon 71 71j 
 Visayas 71 71j 
 Mindanao 71 71j 
g) Singapore  71 71h 
h) Thailand Gulf of Thailand 71 71a 
 Indian Ocean 57 57b 
i) Timor Leste  57 57g 
j) Viet Nam North Vietnam 61 61a 
 Central Vietnam 61 61b 
 Southeast Vietnam 71 71c 
 Southeast Vietnam 71 71d 

 
Area 57 (Indian Ocean, Eastern) 

Under fishing area 57, marine fishery statistics such as production, species, fishing gear, fishing vessel, 
fishing units, etc. will be collected and reported within the Exclusive Economic Zoneb (EEZ) of each 
country. 

 
b Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is; (1) a zone under national jurisdiction (up to 200-nautical miles wide) declared in line with the provisions 

of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, within which the coastal State has the right to explore and exploit, and the 
responsibility to conserve and manage the living and non-living resources; and (2) the area adjacent to a coastal State which encompasses all 
waters between (a) the seaward boundary of that State, (b) a line on which each point is 200 nautical miles (370.40 km) from the baseline of 
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To facilitate the reporting of the fishery statistics by each concerned country, the fishing area 57 in the 
Southeast Asian region can be divided into 6 sub-areas, which correspond to the existing EEZs of 
Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. The sub-areas under area 57 are as follows: 
 

Sub-area 57 a: Marine fishing area of Myanmar 
Sub-area 57 b: Marine fishing area of Thailand (Indian Ocean) 
Sub-area 57 c: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia) 
Sub-area 57 d: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (Malacca Strait) 
Sub-area 57 e: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (West Sumatra and South Java) 
Sub-area 57 f: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (Bali-Nusa Tenggara) 

 

 
Fishing areas 57, 71 and 67, with the respective Sub-areas 

 
Boundaries between Areas 57 and 71 
 
1. At the Strait of Malacca, the areas bounded by a line commencing from East Sumatra and across the 

strait at 2˚30΄N latitude to meet the West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia. 
2. At the marine waters between Sumatra and Java, the areas bounded by a line commencing on the 

coast of Sumatra at the boundary between the District of Lampung Utara and the District of 
Lampung Selatan at 5˚31΄S latitude, 104˚33΄E longitude. The boundary is running along a rhomb 
line between Cape Tjuku Redak on the mainland of Sumatra and Cape Batu Kebucung on the Island 
of Tebuan to the position 6°15’S latitude, 105°04’E longitude; then along a rhomb line between 
Cape Parat on the Island of Panaitan and the southeastern tip of the Island of Rakarta to the western 
coast of Java at the boundary between the District of Lebak and the District of Serang at 6°23’S 
latitude, 105°49’E longitude. 

3. At the marine waters of Java and Bali-Nusa Tenggara, the areas bounded by a line commencing 
from 8°00’S latitude starting from the coast of South Java at Surabaya and running east to meet at 

 
which the territorial sea of the coastal State is measured (except when other international boundaries need to be accommodated), and (c) the 
maritime boundaries agreed between that State and the neighboring states 
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129°00’E longitude; thence running due south until meeting Northern coast of Australia. The area 
under the line is recognized as the fishing area 57 whereas those above the line are accepted as part 
of fishing area 71. 
 

 
Boundary line for the Areas 57 and 71 at the 
marine waters between Sumatra and Java 

 
Boundary line for the Area 57 and 71 at the marine waters of South Java  
and Bali-Nusa Tenggara 
 

Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central) 
 
Under fishing area 71, marine fishery statistics such as production, species, fishing gear, fishing vessel, 
fishing units, etc. will be collected and reported within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of each 
country. There are 8 Southeast Asian countries identified under fishing area 71 covering Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam. To 
facilitate reporting of the fishery statistics by each concerned country, the fishing area can be divided into 
11 sub-areas corresponding to the existing EEZ of these countries. The sub-areas under area 71 are as 
follows. 
 

Sub-area 71 a: Marine fishing area of Thailand (Gulf of Thailand) 
Sub-area 71 b: Marine fishing area of Cambodia 
Sub-area 71 c: Marine fishing area of Vietnam (Southwest Viet Nam) 
Sub-area 71 d: Marine fishing area of Vietnam (Southeast Viet Nam) 
Sub-area 71 e: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia) 
Sub-area 71 f: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (Sabah) 
Sub-area 71 g: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (Sarawak) 
Sub-area 71 h: Marine fishing area of Singapore 
Sub-area 71 i: Marine fishing area of Brunei Darussalam 
Sub-area 71 j: Marine fishing area of the Philippines (Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao) 
Sub-area 71 k: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (East Sumatra, North Java, Bali-Nusa Tenggara, 

South-West Kalimantan, East Kalimantan, South Sulawesi, North Sulawesi, 
Maluku-Papua) 
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Sub-areas of Fishing Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central) 

 
Area 61 (Pacific, Northwest) 
 
Under fishing area 61, the marine fishery statistics such as production, species, fishing gear, fishing 
vessel, fishing units, etc. will be collected and reported within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of 
each concerned country, although here, there is only one country identified under fishing area 61, which 
is Viet Nam. The fishing area 61 can be divided into 2 sub-areas as follows: 
 

Sub-area 61 a: Marine fishing area of Viet Nam (North Viet Nam) 
Sub-area 61 b: Marine fishing area of Viet Nam (Central Viet Nam) 
 

 
Sub-areas of the Fishing Area 61 (Pacific, Northwest) 
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