
 1 

 
 

First Regional Technical Consultation on Fishery Statistics and 
Information in Southeast Asia 
Online Meeting  
21–22 September 2021 

INF01  

 
 

PROVISIONAL PROSPECTUS 
 
 

I. BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE 
 
In Southeast Asia, fishery statistics has been widely accepted as an important tool in the 
formulation of fisheries policies and development of fisheries management frameworks and 
actions and serve as a basis for understanding the status and condition of fishery resources in the 
region. The Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the 
ASEAN Region Towards 2030, adopted in 2020 as the regional fishery policy framework and 
priority actions to ensure sustainable development of fisheries in the region emphasize the need to 
“Strengthen knowledge, including local knowledge, and science-based development and 
management of fisheries by enhancing the national capacity to collect, analyze, and share 
fisheries data and information” and the Plan of Action No. 6 indicates “Enhance regional fishery 
information systems and mechanisms to facilitate sharing, exchange and compilation of statistics 
and information required at the sub-regional and regional level, and apply where appropriate, 
regionally standardized definitions and classifications for statistical data to facilitate regional 
compilation, analysis, and data exchange.” 
 
Since 1978, SEAFDEC has been undertaking initiatives in compiling fishery statistics from the 
Member Countries bordering the South China Sea Area. Harmonization of data is vital in 
facilitating the exchange and compilation of fishery statistics at regional and international levels. 
Therefore, SEAFDEC developed the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia 
including the “standard definitions and classifications” harmonized with the international 
standards and “area of coverage” and “statistical usage” consistent with the areas of competence 
of SEAFDEC. The framework has been applied since 2008 for the compilation of fishery 
statistics from the ASEAN Member States (AMSs). 
 
Nevertheless, after 2008, new standards were developed by the Coordinating Working Party on 
Fishery Statistics (CWP). In August 2017, SEAFDEC organized the Regional Technical 
Consultation (RTC) on Fishery Statistics and Information in Southeast Asia to update the 
Southeast Asian countries on the recent developments made by the CWP on new global 
frameworks and standards related to fishery statistics.. It was agreed that after the adoption of the 
new CWP standards (i.e. at the 26th Session of the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery 
Statistics (CWP) in 2019), SEAFDEC should organize a meeting among the members of the 
ASEAN Network on Fishery Statistics to revise the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of 
Southeast Asia. Other parts of the regional fishery statistics to be revised were also discussed and 
agreed upon during the RTC, e.g. inclusion of statistics on fish trade and fish processing. 
Subsequently, the proposed plan for revising the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of 
Southeast Asia was approved by the 52nd Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in 2020. 
 
Under the project “Harmonization and Enhancing Utilization of Fishery Statistics and 
Information” supported by the Japanese Trust Fund from 2020 to 2024, SEAFDEC plans to 
organize a series of RTCs to consult the AMSs on the revision of different parts of the Regional 
Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia, including the  addition of statistics on fish 
trade and fish processing for regional compilation. Therefore, the First Regional Technical 
Consultation on Fishery Statistics and Information in Southeast Asia is proposed to be organized 
as the first step to attain such endeavors. 
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II. OBJECTIVES 
 
The objectives of the Consultation are the following: 

1. To inform the AMSs on the overall workplan for revising the Regional Framework for 
Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia 

2. To discuss the revision of the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast 
Asia in the part of the Explanatory Notes, and on the inclusion of statistics on fish 
processing and statistics on fish trade (export and import) for regional compilation 

3. To gather recommendations on the overall revision of the Regional Framework for 
Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia  

4. To update on the progress made and difficulties faced by the ASEAN Member States in 
reporting of fishery statistics based on the Regional Framework of Fishery Statistics of 
Southeast Asia  

 
III. EXPECTD OUTCOMES 

 
The Consultation is expected to come up with: 

1. Agreed  workplan for revising the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast 
Asia  

2. Recommendations on the revision of the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of 
Southeast Asia in the part of Explanatory Notes and on inclusion of statistics on fish 
processing and statistics on fish trade (export and import) for regional compilation * 

3. Recommendations on the overall revision of the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistic 
of Southeast Asia * 

4. Updates on the progress made and difficulties faced by ASEAN Member States in 
reporting of statistics based on the Framework of Fishery Statistic of Southeast Asia 

 
* Recommendations (Items 2 and 4) will be obtained through ad referendum based on the 
documents presented during the Consultation. 
 
IV. DATE AND VENUE 

 
The First Regional Technical Consultation on Fishery Statistics and Information in Southeast Asia 
will be organized on 21-22 September 2021 through an online platform. 
 
V. EXPECTED PARTICIPANTS 

 
It is envisaged that participants of the Consultation would be: 

1. Two representatives from the respective AMSs (one who is a member of the ASEAN 
Network on Fishery Statistics and another one who is an expert on fish trade statistics)  

2. A representative from FAO Headquarters who is responsible for fishery statistics 
3. Senior officials from SEAFDEC Secretariat 
4. Staff of SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments working on fisheries data/information 

collection and usage 
  

VI.  PROVISIONAL AGENDA (2 days) 
 
Agenda 1. Opening of the Consultation by Deputy Secretary-General 
 
Agenda 2. Background, Objectives and Arrangements of the Consultation 
 
Agenda 3. Introduction on Revision of the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of 

Southeast Asia (by SEAFDEC)  

Agenda 4. Country Presentations (by all AMSs, following the outline provided by SEAFDEC) 
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Agenda 5. New and updated Global Frameworks Related to Fishery Statistics (by FAO) 
 
 
Agenda 6. Discussion  

6.1 Revision of the “Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast 
Asia” and “Explanatory Notes of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of 
Southeast Asia” (general parts) 

6.2 Regional Compilation of Fish Processing Statistics 
6.3 Regional Compilation of Fish Trade Statistics 

 
Agenda 7. Conclusion of the Consultation 
 
Agenda 8. Closing of the Consultation by Deputy Secretary-General 
     


	INF01 
	PROVISIONAL PROSPECTUS

