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30% GLOBAL TARGET OF MARINE PROTECTED AREA IN POST-2020 GLOBAL 

BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK 
 
I. BACKGROUND 

 
The ‘Aichi Targets’ were adopted by the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) at the tenth 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP10) which took place in Japan in October 2010. It 
contains 20 ambitious targets, categorized 5 Strategic Goals, for the 2011-2020 period. 
 
Aichi Target 11 is a target of protected areas: “By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland 
water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, 
ecologically representative and well connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-
based conservation measures, and integrated into the wider landscapes and seascapes”. This 10% 
coverage target of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) has still drawn worldwide attention. 
Consequently, it was addressed in the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development, Rio+20 in 2012. It was also stipulated at the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) in 2015. 
 
Global Biodiversity Outlook 5 (GBO-5) has been published by CBD secretariat since September 2020 
in order to assess the progress toward the “Aichi Targets” as below.  
<Target 11> 
The proportion of the planet’s land and oceans designated as protected areas is likely to reach the 
targets for 2020 and may be exceeded when other effective area-based conservation measures 
(OECMs)* and future national commitments are taken into account. However, progress has been 
more modest in ensuring that protected areas safeguard the most important areas for biodiversity, are 
ecologically representative, connected to one another as well as to the wider landscape and seascape 
and are equitably and effectively managed. The target has been partially achieved. By August 2020, 
the World Database on Protected Areas showed that about 7.5% of the world’s marine area were 
covered by protected areas (including 17.2% of marine areas within national jurisdiction, and 1.2% 
of marine areas beyond national jurisdiction).  
* The definition of OECM was adopted at CBD in 2018. OECM is geographic areas not formally 
defined as protected areas, while it is governed or managed in ways that achieves positive and 
sustained outcomes for conservation.  
 
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework is scheduled to be adopted at CBD-COP15 which plans to 
be held in China in May 2021 (initially scheduled in October 2020, but postponed due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.) Proposed targets related to MPA in the Framework inheriting Aichi Target 11 are as 
follows; 
・Zero draft: Protect sites of particular importance for biodiversity through protected areas and 
other effective area-based conservation measures, by 2030 covering at least [60%] of such sites and 
at least [30%] of land and sea areas with at least [10%] under strict protection. 
・0.2 draft: By 2030, protect and conserve through well connected and effective system of protected 
areas and other effective area-based conservation measures at least 30 per cent of the planet with the 
focus on areas particularly important for biodiversity. 
 
II. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEMBER COUNTRIES 
 
Some CBD parties and NGOs are very eager for setting “30% target” of MPA. However, the 
necessity of using MPA as a management tool depends on the function of the ecosystem and the 
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extent and quality of ocean management. It may also depend on the importance to address human 
well-being, sustainable ocean food and climate change of each country. Especially there is the most 
obvious possibility that it would also give a big impact on fishery sector including actual fishing 
activities. Actually, some NGOs have pointed out that industrial fishing is inevitably not allowed 
within MPAs.  
 
Adding to it, in determining this target, Fisheries Agency of Japan believes that it is necessary to take 
into account each members’ feasibility in the coming 10 years up to 2030 because such consideration 
should include securing adequate personnel and budget to establish and manage protected areas. 
 
Therefore, it is necessary to pay close attention to international discussion about MPA, in particular 
the related definitions of MPA, OECM and so on. Further cooperation among SEAFDEC would be 
required to promote the future sustainable use of fisheries resources on this issue.  
 


