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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Twenty-second Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-
SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) or 22FCG/ASSP was organized in Chiang Mai, Thailand 
from 14 to 15 November 2019. The 22FCG/ASSP discussed the programs and activities implemented 
by SEAFDEC in 2019 and those proposed for 2020 under the FCG/ASSP mechanism as endorsed by 
the SEAFDEC Program Committee at its Forty-second Meeting (42PCM) from 11 to 13 November 
2019, the progress of other proposals implemented under the FCG/ASSP Framework, and the policy 
considerations on issues of importance to the fisheries sector of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member 
Countries. The 22FCG/ASSP was attended by representatives from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member 
Countries, the representative from the ASEAN Secretariat, as well as the SEAFDEC Secretary-
General, Deputy Secretary-General and senior officials of the SEAFDEC Secretariat and 
Departments. The List of Participants appears as Annex 1. 
 
I. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

 
2. The 22FCG/ASSP was co-chaired by the representative from Viet Nam, Ms. Thi Phuong 
Dung Nguyen on behalf of the current Chairperson of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on 
Fisheries (ASWGFi) and by the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Ms. Malinee Smithrithee. The Co-
Chair for the ASEAN of the 22FCG/ASSP, Ms. Thi Phuong Dung Nguyen welcomed the participants 
to the Meeting and reiterated that since the Meeting would discuss the programs and activities 
implemented by SEAFDEC under the FCG/ASSP mechanism in 2019 and those that are planned for 
2020 and beyond, as well as the relevant activities carried out under the ASEAN-related bodies, the 
output would pave the way for the AMSs to move towards the sustainable development of their 
respective fisheries. She therefore enjoined the participants to actively take part in the discussions for 
the success of the Meeting, and then declared the 22FCG/ASSP open. Her Opening Remarks appears 
as Annex 2. 

 
II. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  
 
3. The Agenda which appears as Annex 3 was adopted.  
 
III. FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS TO THE DIRECTIVES GIVEN AT THE MEETINGS OF 

SEAFDEC COUNCIL AND ASEAN BODIES RELATED TO FISHERIES 
 
III.1 Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at the Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC 

Council and the Twenty-first Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the 
ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) 

 
4. The 22FCG/ASSP took note of the follow-up actions undertaken by SEAFDEC in response to 
the directives of the SEAFDEC Council during its Fifty-first Meeting in March 2019 and those of the 
Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP) during its 
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Twenty-first Meeting on 8-9 November 2018, as shown in Annex 4 and Annex 5, respectively, and 
presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
5. With regards to the Training Course on “Fish Handling Practices Applicable to Various 
Fishing Operations in Southeast Asia,” which was originally planned to be organized in Malaysia in 
September 2019, the representative from Malaysia informed the 22FCG/ASSP that as the internal 
processes for the arrangements of the training course are still ongoing, this training course had been 
postponed to later dates, which would be relayed to TD.  
 
III.2 Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at ASEAN Bodies Related to Fisheries during 

2019 
 

6. The 22FCG/ASSP noted the results of the discussions of the ASEAN Bodies Related to 
Fisheries as presented by the representative from the ASEAN Secretariat, particularly those from the 
27th Meeting of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (27th ASWGFi Meeting) on 27-29 
June 2019 in Da Nang, Viet Nam; the Special Senior Official Meeting of the 40th Meeting of the 
ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (Special SOM-40th AMAF) on 5-6 August 2019 in 
Viet Nam, the Special Senior Officials Meeting of the Forty-first Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on 
Agriculture and Forestry Plus Three (Special SOM-18th AMAF Plus Three) on 7 August 2019 in Hue 
City, Viet Nam; and the 41st Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (41st 
AMAF) on 15 October 2019 in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam. The summary of the 
results of the discussions appears as Annex 6. 
 
7. The 22FCG/ASSP noted that the 41st AMAF Meeting adopted the Regional Guidelines on 
Cold Chain Management for Seafood; and the Regional Technical Guidelines on Early Warning 
System for Aquatic Animal Health Emergencies. The 22FCG/ASSP also took note of the 
development of the Resolution on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region 
Toward 2030 as one of the priority deliverables to SOM-AMAF in 2020, and requested the ASEAN 
and SEAFDEC Member Countries to make the necessary arrangement to ensure its timely 
completion.  

  
8. The 22FCG/ASSP shared views on how to move forward with the suggestion of the 27th 
ASWGFi Meeting for SEAFDEC to analyze the utilization of the RFVR Database and establish a 
possible linkage of the RFVR Database with the FAO Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated 
Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels (Global Record). 
 
9. During the discussion, the representative from Indonesia reiterated that the utilization of the 
RFVR Database for vessels 24 meters in length and over should be enhanced, but raised the concern 
on the proposed expansion of the RFVR Database to cover a new category of vessels less than 24 
meters in length as this could pose a challenge in collecting the necessary data considering the large 
number of fishing vessels within this size range in the AMSs. He therefore suggested that there should 
be more discussions on this matter before SEAFDEC would proceed with the establishment of a new 
set of Database. Furthermore, he also expressed the concern that in combating the IUU fishing 
activities of small-size fishing vessels, it is crucial not only to obtain a complete database of such 
fishing vessels but also to monitor the behavior of the vessels and trace the products to ensure that 
products from IUU fishing activities should not access the market. Nevertheless, consideration should 
also be given on unregistered small-size vessels by making sure that these are not engaged in IUU 
fishing activities. However, he also suggested that there should be no barrier in the trade of products 
from these vessels taking into account the need to enhance the livelihood of small-scale fishers. 
 
10. The representative from Japan shared the view that while FAO is developing the Global 
Record, the RFVR Database has already compiled information on the fishing vessels of the region. 
Therefore, the information compiled in the RFVR Database could serve as inputs to the Global 
Record, in order to reduce the burden of the AMSs in providing similar inputs to FAO in the future. 
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11. The representative from Malaysia shared the view of the representative from Indonesia with 
regards to the RFVR Database that SEAFDEC should first focus on fully utilizing the current RFVR 
Database, prior to its expansion to cover fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length. He added that 
specific size sub-category of fishing vessels to be covered in this new Database should be defined 
considering the very large number of these vessels in the region. 
 
IV. ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) and Fisheries Consultative Group 

(FCG) Collaborative Programs for the Year 2019-2020 
 
4.1 Summary report on the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC 

Strategic Partnership (ASSP) Collaborative Programs for the Year 2019-2020 
 
12. The 22FCG/ASSP was informed by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat that 
the Collaborative Programs under the FCG/ASSP Mechanism for 2019-2020 were reviewed by the 
Forty-second Meeting of the SEAFDEC Program Committee (42PCM) on 11-13 November 2019. 
Specifically, these Collaborative Programs comprise twenty-three (23) ongoing projects, of which 
twenty (20) projects would be completed in 2019, and three (3) projects would be continued in 2020; 
and thirteen (13) new projects which would commence in 2020. Furthermore, there are five (5) 
Pipeline Projects, which are still being subjected to discussion with prospective donors. The results of 
the program scrutiny and the recommendations of the 42PCM have been summarized as shown in 
(Annex 7). 
 
13. With regards to the Pipeline Projects that are under the ASEAN funding mechanism, i.e. the 
ASEAN-JICA projects, the 22FCG/ASSP was also informed that once the funding arrangement is 
finalized, these projects would be placed under the FCG/ASSP Mechanism. As for the “Policy 
Guidelines for Conservation and Management of Tropical Anguillid Eels in Southeast Asian Region,” 
this is still in its review process under the ASEAN mechanism. 
 
14. In response to the concern of the representative from Singapore about the recommendations 
of the 42PCM on several FCG/ASSP projects that are scheduled to be completed in 2019, the 
representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat explained that such recommendations would be 
accommodated in the new projects of SEAFDEC that address similar issues, and scheduled to 
commence in 2020.  
 
V. PROGRESS OF SEAFDEC-RELATED ACTIVITIES/PROPOSALS UNDER TO THE 

ASEAN RELATED BODIES 
 

V.1 ASEAN-Ad-hoc Steering Committee on Climate Change and Food Security 
 

15. The 22FCG/ASSP noted the outcomes of the 8th Meeting of the Ad-hoc Steering Committee 
on Climate Change and Food Security (AHSCCC-FS) held 28-29 March 2019 in Bali, Indonesia, 
which appear as Annex 8. 
 
V.2 Progress of the ASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum (AFCF) 
 
16. The 22FCG/ASSP noted the outcomes of the 11th Meeting of the ASEAN Fisheries 
Consultative Forum (AFCF) held 25-26 June 2019 in Da Nang, Viet Nam, which appear as Annex 9. 
 
V.3 Progress of the Implementation of the ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA)   
 
17. The 22FCG/ASSP was informed by the representative from the Department of Fisheries 
(DOF) Thailand, regarding the progress of the activities of the ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA) being 
coordinated by the DOF of Thailand, as well as the results of the 9th Meeting of ASEAN Shrimp 
Alliance on 24 June 2019 in Da Nang, Viet Nam including the recommendations and the way forward 
for the ASA (Annex 10). 
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18. During the discussion, the representative from Myanmar informed the 22FCG/ASSP that 
Myanmar has developed the guidelines on ASEAN Good Aquaculture Practice (GAqP) for fish and 
shrimps to guide the fish farmers in the country in adopting the elements of the ASEAN GAqP. In this 
connection, Myanmar with support from the MYSAP-GIZ Program, organized its GAqP Extension 
Team to be responsible for conducting training courses in the country, and for issuing the GAqP 
certificates to qualified aquaculture farms. The training courses are aimed at building up the capacity 
of the fish farmers to be able to support the implementation of national standards for the GAqP 
scheme. 
 
VI. POLICY CONSIDERATION ON INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES-RELATED ISSUES 
 
VI.1 Combating IUU Fishing  

 
6.1.1 Progress of the Implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of 

Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain 
 

19. The 22FCG/ASSP noted the progress made by MFRDMD on the promotion of the ASEAN 
Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the 
Supply Chain (Annex 11), as presented by the representative from MFRDMD. Specifically, the 
22FCG/ASSP was informed that MFRDMD has promoted the implementation of the ASEAN 
Guidelines since 2016, and that support to the AMSs had been continued by MFRDMD from 2017 to 
2019, for the conduct of self-evaluation on the implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines by the 
respective countries. The AMSs have therefore been encouraged to continue the self-evaluation yearly 
and on their own. 
 
20. During the discussion, the representative from Thailand informed the 22FCG/ASSP that 
during the past five years, Thailand has given priority to the activities in combating IUU fishing in 
line with the ASEAN Guidelines, and has set-up a Roadmap for the country’s fisheries to be free from 
IUU fishing and ensure that no IUU products would enter into the domestic market as well as in the 
export supply chain. He added that Thailand is setting up the systems and mechanisms to pursue such 
Roadmap towards becoming an IUU fishing free country. 

  
21. In response to the suggestion made by MFRDMD for the AMSs to continue the conduct of 
self-evaluation of the implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines in their respective countries on a 
yearly basis, the representative from the Philippines requested MFRDMD to continue communicating 
with the AMSs to monitor the progress of their respective self-evaluation. In response, the 
representative from MFRDMD also explained that the project supporting the implementation of the 
ASEAN Guidelines would be completed in 2019. In this regard, future activities of MFRDMD 
regarding the ASEAN Guidelines would be subject to the availability of funds, although the AMSs 
could still communicate with MFRDMD if assistance from MFRDMD on this aspect would be 
necessary. 
 

6.1.2  Progress of the Regional Fishing Vessels Record 
 

22. The 22FCG/ASSP was informed by the representative from TD regarding the progress of the 
Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR), particularly on the submission of data on fishing vessels of 
24 meters in length and over from the AMSs to TD in 2019 (Annex 12), and the directive given by 
the 51st Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council on the Protocol for Accessing of the RFVR Database that 
sharing of the database should be postponed until all of the AMSs could completely provide the 
updated data. 
 
23. With regards to the proposed expansion of the RFVR Database to cover vessels of 18-23.99 
meters in length, the representative from TD clarified that such proposed range was recommended 
during the Meeting on Regional Fishing Vessels Record in Southeast Asia on 13-14 May 2019 in the 
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Republic of Korea considering that vessels with such size range could be possibly landing their catch 
across the borders of the neighboring countries. However, the 22FCG/ASSP was also informed that 
the confirmation on the appropriate size of fishing vessels would be sought during the consultations 
with the AMSs. 
  
24. While encouraging the AMSs to submit their updated data on fishing vessels 24 meters in 
length and over to the RFVR Database, the representative from Thailand requested SEAFDEC to 
continue monitoring and encouraging the AMS in updating their information, as well as to compile 
the data provided by the AMSs to the RFVR Database. 

 
25. The representative from Cambodia also informed the 22FCG/ASSP that as Cambodia has 
recently completed the census of fishing vessels, and the data on vessels 24 meters in length and over 
is now available, and this could be shared with other AMSs as well as with the FAO Global Record. 
  
26. The representative from Myanmar informed the 22FCG/ASSP that Myanmar was unable to 
submit data to the RFVR Database since 2017 because Myanmar is in the process of setting-up VMS 
in its commercial fishing vessels which would be finished by December 2019. In this regard, she 
informed the Meeting that Myanmar would be able to provide data for the RFVR Database in 2020 
and the country is planning to apply for IMO registration for its vessels so that the corresponding data 
could also be reported to the FAO Global Record. 

 
27. The representative from Indonesia informed the 22FCG/ASSP that the discussion on the need 
to develop RFVR for the ASEAN has been started since 2013, but limited progress has been made for 
some AMSs up to 2019. He therefore encouraged the AMSs to submit their updated RFVR for 24 
meters and over LoA until 2019. The RFVR Database has allowed the ASEAN to enhance its effort in 
addressing IUU fishing issues in the region. The Database also has potentials to be used for scientific 
purposes, especially in providing scientific advice and defining the necessary management measures. 
Also in near future, an appropriate record for fishing vessel database from this region is unavoidable 
as this would be required by relevant existing conservation, management and market measures.  
 
28. The representative from the Philippines also suggested to have further discussions on the 
proposed expanded coverage of the fishing vessels less than 24 meters in the RFVR Database, to 
taking into consideration the areas of operation, e.g. within archipelagic waters, within the EEZ, or 
beyond national jurisdictions. He also informed the 22FCG/ASSP of the requirement of IMO to 
register fishing vessels 12 meters and above that operate beyond the national waters. 
   
29. While expressing the concern that AMSs might need to submit similar sets of data to the 
RFVR and the FAO Global Record, the representative from Malaysia inquired about the possibility 
that the data submitted by AMSs to SEAFDEC could be forwarded by SEAFDEC to the FAO Global 
Record to reduce the burden of the countries in the submission of similar data. In this regard, the 
representative from TD explained that the Global Record only requires the information of vessels with 
IMO number, while the RFVR Database requires information of vessels with or without IMO number. 
On the possibility of forwarding the data by SEAFDEC to FAO, this will depend on the decision of 
the AMSs whether to authorize SEAFDEC to forward such data. 
   
30. The representative from Viet Nam reiterated that with the recent amendment of the country’s 
Fisheries Law, Viet Nam has already changed the unit of measurement of fishing vessels from 
horsepower (HP) to length overall (LOA), and started to collect the statistics of fishing vessels. 
Hence, Viet Nam could provide the updated data on fishing vessels 24 meters in length and over to 
SEAFDEC. Moreover, she also informed the 22FCG/ASSP about other size ranges of fishing vessels 
in Viet Nam, i.e. 15-24 m and 12-15 m, however, the data on fishing vessels under these size ranges 
are not yet available. 
  
31. While requesting TD to take into consideration the above mentioned recommendations in the 
future workplan of the RFVR, the 22FCG/ASSP also urged all AMSs to consider submitting their 
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updated data to the RFVR Database for vessels 24 meters in length and over to SEAFDEC, and 
requested SEAFDEC to consult with the AMSs during the technical meeting in 2020 to come up with 
agreement on the appropriate size ranges for vessels less then 24 meters in length, to be included in 
the Database, as well as the mechanism for harmonizing the submission of data on fishing vessels 
from AMSs to SEAFDEC, then to FAO in the future. 
 

6.1.3  Progress of the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme  
 
32. The 22FCG/ASSP was informed by the representative from TD, regarding the progress of the 
development of the electronic system of the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (eACDS) which 
was pilot tested in Brunei Darussalam in 2017 and to be pilot-tested in Viet Nam, Malaysia, and 
Myanmar after the technical and administrative procedures have been finalized by the concerned 
countries (Annex 13). 
 
33. While appreciating the efforts of TD to pilot test the eACDS in four Southeast Asian 
countries, the Co-Chair for the ASEAN of the 22FCG/ASSP expressed her hope that in the future, the 
eACDS would also be introduced to the other countries that have not yet been identified as pilot sites. 

  
34. The representative from Cambodia thanked TD for the updated progress of the eACDS and 
inquired about the details of the offline catch reporting system. He reiterated the request of Cambodia 
during the 42PCM for technical support to implement the eACDS in Cambodia, considering that 
Cambodia would soon become a Party to the PSMA. He informed the 22FCG/ASSP that Cambodia 
has already initiated the implementation of its national plan for control and inspection through a 
traceability system, as well as electronic logbook for recording the catch and landing of fish which is 
complementary to the work of TD on eACDS. While referring to the offline system of the eACDS 
developed by TD, he also requested for technical assistance on the usage of the eACDS’s offline 
application. In response, the representative from TD clarified that such assistance could be provided 
based on the availability of funds.  
 

6.1.4 Progress of the Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Port State Measures 
 

35. The 22FCG/ASSP took note of the progress of the regional cooperation for the 
implementation of the Port State Measures (Annex 14), as presented by the representative from TD. 

 
36. In the discussion, the representative from Thailand shared the view that the implementation of 
PSM is an important tool in combating IUU fishing by ensuring that fish and fishery products traded 
in Thailand do not come from IUU fishing activities. While expressing support to the initiative of TD, 
he looks forward to cooperating with TD in the future, especially in supporting the other AMSs to 
implement PSM. 
 
37. The representative from the Philippines informed the 22FCG/ASSP of the ongoing FAO 
technical assistance to the Philippines and some other AMSs for the implementation of the PSMA. In 
this connection, he encouraged SEAFDEC to work closely with FAO to avoid the duplication of 
efforts. 
 
38. The representative from Myanmar informed the 22FCG/ASSP that FAO conducted a 
workshop in Myanmar in October 2017 to review the country’s compliance with the provisions in the 
PSMA, and formulate the national strategies and action plan to enable the country to gradually fulfill 
the requirements set in the PSMA. She added that Myanmar is developing the Standard Operating 
Procedures for Inspectors under the Sustainable Coastal Fisheries Programme in collaboration with 
DANIDA, and cooperating with the DOF of Thailand for the promotion of the PSMA in Myanmar 
under the bilateral agreement between Thailand and Myanmar. Nevertheless, Myanmar is seeking the 
assistance of SEAFDEC to continue building the capacity of its staff for the effective promotion of 
the PSMA in the country. 
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39. The representative from TD expressed the appreciation to Thailand for providing technical 
support in terms of resource persons during the Workshop on PSM organized by TD in 2019. 
Moreover, the representatives from the Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand also requested SEAFDEC 
to consider inviting their countries to participate in the PSM training which is planned to be 
implemented under the new JTF project starting 2020.  
 

6.1.5  Progress of the Implementation of the Regional Plan of Action for the Management of 
Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity) including Establishment of Regional and Sub-
regional MCS Network  

 
40. The 22FCG/ASSP was informed by the Chief of MFRDMD about the progress of the 
implementation of the Regional Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-
Capacity) including the establishment of Regional and Sub-regional MCS Network (Annex 15). He 
added that MFRDMD would collaborate with relevant organizations through the ASEAN Secretariat 
to promote the implementation of the RPOA-Capacity in the future.  
 
41. While appreciating the effort of MFRDMD in supporting the AMSs to implement the RPOA-
Capacity, the representative from Indonesia sought clarification on the need to establish a 
“Secretariat” for the region to implement the RPOA-Capacity, and specifically inquired about the plan 
of establishing MCS Network considering that under the ASEAN Mechanism, Indonesia is 
responsible for developing the MCS network in the region.  

 
42. With regards to the establishment of the MCS Network, the representative from the 
SEAFDEC Secretariat clarified that this would be built upon the current regional/sub-regional MCS 
network initiatives in the Gulf of Thailand and Andaman Sea sub-regions.  

 
43. During the discussion, the representative from the ASEAN Secretariat explained that creating 
a new working group would be difficult and would require strong justification considering the 
completion of the streamlining process of working groups under SOM-AMAF/AMAF. As an 
alternative, the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries may wish to consider assigning focal points to 
coordinate the implementation of RPOA-Capacity. While the proposed establishment of an MCS 
Network is one of the activities identified in the Strategic Plan of Action for ASEAN Cooperation on 
Fisheries (2016-2020), the AMSs may need to further discuss the proposal in the context of the 
ASEAN Network for Combating IUU Fishing (AN-IUU), which also contains the mechanism to 
strengthen the coordination of MCS system among the AMSs. The 2nd ASEAN Meeting on 
Combating IUU Fishing in Partnership with EU on 13-14 December 2019 would be an opportunity to 
discuss the proposal, of which he was made aware that Thailand will be inviting SEAFDEC to take 
part in the said Meeting.  
 
44. While appreciating the effort of SEAFDEC on the establishment of MCS Networks for the 
Sub-regions, the representative from Thailand informed the 22FCG/ASSP that Thailand has 
implemented the management of fishing capacity under its National Marine Fisheries Management 
Plan 2015-2019, to limit fishing efforts and fishing capacity at the national level. He therefore 
expressed the commitment of Thailand to fully support this activity as this would effectively facilitate 
the sharing of significant information related to MCS and IUU fishing in the sub-region. 
 
45. The representative from Myanmar informed the 22FCG/ASSP that Myanmar plans to control 
the size and number of fishing vessels operating in the waters of Myanmar. In addition, based on the 
results of the R.V. Fridtjof Nansen Survey, Myanmar has no longer allowed the operation of foreign 
fishing vessels in its waters for a period of time, import and construction of new fishing vessels, and 
the issuance of new fishing licenses since 2016. She added that Myanmar has developed the National 
Plan of Action to Combat IUU Fishing (NPOA-IUU) through the technical assistance provided the 
EU in 2016, and for the southern part of the country, a catch certification system has been set up for 
the border trade by fish carrier vessels with technical assistance from the EU-GIZ Program since 
September 2016. She added that officials from the Department of Fisheries Myanmar have 
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participated in the workshops on Catch Certification organized by SEAFDEC to be able to follow the 
guidelines of the EU, and would continue to collaborate with the ASEAN and SEAFDEC on this 
matter. 
 
VI.2 Promotion on Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture in ASEAN Region 

 
6.2.1 Progress of the Regional Plan of Action for Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas 

in the ASEAN Region 
 

46. The 22FCG/ASSP took note of the progress of work on the implementation and promotion of 
the Regional Plan of Action for Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN Region 
(RPOA-Neritic Tunas), particularly the major activities and achievements after its endorsement by the 
ASEAN and SEAFDEC in 2015 (Annex 16), as presented by the Chief of MFRDMD.  
 
47. During the discussion, the representative from Brunei Darussalam informed the 22FCG/ASSP 
that Brunei Darussalam is assisting the Secretariat to organize a Practical Workshop on Stock Risk 
Assessment of Longtail Tuna and Kawakawa in the Southeast Asian Waters in February 2020, and 
has already requested the AMSs to provide updated data on longtail tuna and kawakawa for further 
analysis. In this regard, the 22FCG/ASSP requested  AMSs to submit the necessary data to Brunei 
Darussalam by 10 December 2019. 

   
48. With regards to the stock and risk assessments of selected neritic tunas conducted by the 
SWG-Neritic Tuna, the representative from Indonesia expressed some concerns about the adopted 
surplus production models, i.e. Kobe Plot and ASPIC model, as the models have to satisfy the 
assumptions prior to the analysis to ensure the reliability of the results. In this regard, he suggested 
that in conducting the stock assessment and risk assessment, it is necessary to conduct data 
exploratory prior to the analysis and present the outcomes of data limitation that has been used in the 
analysis. In addition, the assessment should also provide a range of possible risks and stock projection 
that allow fisheries managers to understand and make decisions on management measures. 

  
49. In responding to the suggestion raised by the representative from Indonesia, the Chief of 
MFRDMD explained that several parameters have been considered in the conduct of stock assessment 
by the SWG-Neritic Tuna. Nevertheless, MFRDMD would take into consideration the above-
mentioned suggestion in the future.   
 
50. The representative from Thailand reiterated its support to the promotion of the RPOA-Neritic 
Tunas as an effective tool in ensuring the sustainable utilization of neritic tunas in the region as it 
could enhance the quality of data collection as well as the accuracy of the stock assessment for 
developing appropriate management measure. He also added that the results of the RPOA-Neritic 
Tunas would also support the future implementation of the Fishery Improvement Program (FIP), and 
Thailand is looking forward to participating in management mechanism for neritic tunas in the region.  

  
51. The representative from the Philippines inquired whether the activities under the RPOA-
Neritic Tunas would include other important neritic tuna species in the future, and whether the 
recommendations to reduce the fishing capacity of neritic tuna species in the Indian Ocean but the 
increase in the Pacific Ocean side are consistent if these species are considered as one stock. In 
response, the Chief of MFRDMD mentioned that MFRDMD is planning to expand the stock 
assessment to other important neritic tuna species, subject to availability of funds. With regards to the 
recommendations on reducing/increasing the fishing capacity, such recommendations were based on 
the data available during the period of the study, thus, there is a need for sufficient data and 
information in order to come up with more reliable results from the neritic tuna stock assessment in 
the region. Moreover, the Deputy Chief of MFRDMD also informed the 22FCG/ASSP that results 
from the genetic study suggested that small migration could cause no genetic differentiation between 
the stocks of the longtail tuna in the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. 
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52. The representative from Myanmar informed the 22FCG/ASSP that Myanmar, as a member of 
the IOTC, is revising the country’s marine fisheries law to cover the high seas. She added that neritic 
tunas are common in the waters of Myanmar and are increasingly being exploited by commercial and 
local fisheries because of the high price offered by fish processing companies. She therefore 
expressed the commitment of Myanmar to support the promotion and implementation of the RPOA-
Neritic Tunas. 
 

6.2.2  Progress of the ASEAN Regional Technical Guidelines on Early Warning System for 
Aquatic Animal Health Emergencies 

 
53. The 22FCG/ASSP was informed by the representative from AQD regarding the progress of 
the ASEAN Regional Technical Guidelines on Early Warning System for Aquatic Animal Health 
Emergencies (Annex 17). While noting that the Guidelines have already been adopted by the 41st 
AMAF in 2019, the 22FCG/ASSP supported the activities under the proposed Phase 2 and Phase 3 of 
the project on Emergency Preparedness and Response Systems for implementation by AQD to ensure 
the sustainability of the adopted Guidelines. 
 
6.3 Ensuring the Food Safety and Quality of Fish and Fishery Products in ASEAN Region 
 
 6.3.1 Progress of the Regional Guidelines on Cold Chain Management for Seafood 
 
54. The 22FCG/ASSP took note of the progress of the Regional Guidelines on Cold Chain 
Management for Seafood (Annex 18), as presented by the Chief of MFRD. He also informed the 
22FCG/ASSP that the Guidelines have already been adopted by the 41st AMAF in 2019, and that 
MFRD is planning to undertake activities under the proposed ASEAN-JICA Food Value Chain 
Development Project to support the sharing of information on the implementation of the Regional 
Guidelines. 
 
6.4 CITES Issues 
 
55. The 22FCG/ASSP was informed by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat about 
the activities of SEAFDEC related to CITES (Annex 19) that include the conduct of capacity building 
programs, development of the regional common/coordination position, and updating of the 
information on CITES-related issues, e.g. development of the positions of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC 
Member Countries on the Proposed Listing of Commercially-exploited Aquatic Species (CEAS) into 
the CITES Appendices at the 18th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES CoP18) and updating of 
the new listing of CEAS at the CITES CoP18. 
 
56. The 22FCG/ASSP noted the Position of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries on the 
Proposed Listing of CEAS into the CITES Appendices and the results of the CoP18 on the proposals 
to list such CEAS (Annex 21).  
 
7. OTHER MATTERS 

 
7.1 Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the 

ASEAN Regional Towards 2030 
 

57. The 22FCG/ASSP noted the progress of the development of the Resolution and Plan of 
Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2030 
(RES&POA-2030), and also the future processes for submission of the RES&POA-2030 for adoption 
by the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries (Annex 20), as reported by the representative from the 
SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
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58. Furthermore, the 22FCG/ASSP was also informed that SEAFDEC has requested the 
SEAFDEC National Coordinators during the 42PCM to provide comments on the draft RES&POA-
2030 by the end of November 2019. The 22FCG/ASSP was also requested to send their comments on 
the draft RES&POA-2030 to the SEAFDEC Secretariat by the end of November 2019. The comments 
from the 42PCM and 22FCG/ASSP would then be accommodated into the revised draft RES&POA-
2030 for submission to the SEAFDEC Council and to the ASEAN for endorsement prior to seeking 
subsequent adoption by the SOM and AMAF. 

  
59. While expressing the appreciation to SEAFDEC for developing the 2011 Resolution and Plan 
of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020 
(RES&POA-2020) as it has served as an important fisheries policy framework for the AMSs, the 
representative from Thailand requested SEAFDEC to conduct a review of the progress in the 
implementation of the RES&POA-2020 by the AMSs. In response, the representative from the 
SEAFDEC Secretariat reiterated that SEAFDEC has already conducted such review but only a few 
countries had responded. However, the results of such review would be shared with the delegates of 
the 22FCG/ASSP. 
 
8. ADOPTION OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORT OF THE MEETING 
 
60. The 22FCG/ASSP considered and adopted the recommendations and report of the 22nd 
Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership 
(ASSP), as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 

 
61. The results of the Meeting will be submitted to the higher authorities of the ASEAN and 
SEAFDEC for consideration and appropriate action. 
 
9. CLOSING OF THE MEETING 
 
62. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC thanked the representatives from the ASEAN-
SEAFDEC Member Countries for their cooperation and active participation during the Meeting, and 
also for providing constructive comments, suggestions and policy recommendations. After expressing 
also the appreciation to the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments for their cooperation and support, 
and to the Secretariat of the Meeting for the excellent arrangements of the Meeting, she declared the 
Meeting closed. Her Closing Remarks appears as Annex 21. 
 


