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Report of the Forty-second Meeting of the Program Committee of the 

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 
Chiang Mai, Thailand 

11-13 November 2019 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Forty-second Meeting of the Program Committee (42PCM) of the Southeast Asian 
Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) was held in Chiang Mai, Thailand from 11 to13 November 
2019 and hosted by the SEAFDEC Training Department (TD). 
 
2. The 42PCM was attended by the SEAFDEC Program Committee Members for Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, and Viet Nam together with their respective delegations. Representatives from collaborating 
agencies, namely: the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations/Regional Office for 
Asia and Pacific (FAO/RAP), Inland Fisheries Training Center of Gifu Prefecture in Japan, Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), and the United States Agency for International 
Development/Regional Development Mission for Asia (USAID/RDMA), as well as the SEAFDEC 
Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General, and Department Chiefs as ex-officio members of the 
SEAFDEC Program Committee together with officers from the SEAFDEC Secretariat and 
Departments, also attended the Meeting. The List of Participants appears as Annex 1. 
 
I. OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
3. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC Ms. Malinee Smithrithee, in her capacity as Chairperson 
of the Program Committee, welcomed the participants and observers to the Meeting. She explained 
that the discussion during the Program Committee Meeting would start with the Programs under the 
FCG/ASSP followed by the review of projects under the Departmental and Pipeline Projects. She also 
encouraged the Program Committee and collaborating partners to provide comments and advice on 
the SEAFDEC programs to ensure that these address the needs and requirements of the fisheries 
sector of the region. She reiterated that the recommendations raised during the Meeting would be 
submitted to the SEAFDEC Council and the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries or 
ASWGFi through the Twenty-second Meeting of FCG/ASSP which will be held back-to-back with 
this 42PCM. With that note, she declared the 42PCM open. Her Opening Remarks appears as Annex 
2. 
 
4. While thanking TD for arranging the Meeting in Chiang Mai and congratulating Ms. Malinee 
Smithrithee on her appointment as the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, the Members of the Program 
Committee looked forward to having the sustained implementation of programs that would enhance 
the contribution of fisheries to food security in the Southeast Asian region.  
 
II. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS OF THE MEETING 
 
5. In response to the concern raised by the Program Committee Member for Indonesia on the need 
to adopt an efficient time management of the Meeting considering the number of projects that would 
be reviewed, the 42PCM was assured that the time allocation for presentations and discussions 
indicated in the working documents would be heeded strictly.  
 
6. The Agenda which appears as Annex 3 was adopted. 
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III. REVIEW OF SEAFDEC PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION FOR THE YEAR 2019 

AND PROPOSED PROGRAMS FOR THE YEAR 2020 
 
7. The 42PCM took note of the progress and achievements of 23 ongoing projects under the 
FCG/ASSP Mechanism, comprising 21 projects that are categorized based on the SEAFDEC Program 
Thrusts, and two Special Projects. Out of these projects, 20 projects would be completed in 2019, 
while three projects would be continued in 2020. The Program Committee also reviewed the 13 new 
projects under the FCG/ASSP Mechanism that are scheduled to commence in 2020, as well as the 10 
Departmental Programs, and one Other Program. Results of the review of the projects implemented in 
2019 and the programs of activity proposed for 2020, as reported by the SEAFDEC Secretariat and 
Departments and incorporating the recommendations of the 42PCM, would be submitted to the 
SEAFDEC Council and higher authorities of the ASEAN for approval. 
 
3.1 Programs under the FCG/ASSP Mechanism 
 
8. While noting the progress and achievements of the programs implemented by the SEAFDEC 
Secretariat and the Departments in 2019, and after reviewing the activities proposed for 2020 under 
the FCG/ASSP Mechanism (Annex 4), the 42PCM approved the activities for 2020 and provided the 
ways and means of improving the projects and activities to respond to the needs and requirements of 
the Member Countries.  
 
3.1.1 Strategy I: Securing the sustainability of fisheries to contribute to food security, poverty 
alleviation and livelihood of people in the region 
 
(1) Human Resource Development for Sustainable Fisheries 

 
9. The 42PCM was informed by the representative from TD that although this project would be 
completed in 2019, the promotion of the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM) 
concept would be continued under the new project which would be supported by the Japanese Trust 
Fund 6 Phase II (JTF6-II) starting 2020. 
 
10. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines, while commending 
SEAFDEC for the successful implementation of the activities under the project, raised the concern 
that the proposed expected output of the project such as improved well-being and income by adding 
value to the catch, might not have been considered in the project design. He therefore suggested that 
in the future, SEAFDEC could consider developing performance indicators in relation to the project 
objectives to facilitate the effective and efficient review of the projects by the Program Committee 
Members. 

 
11. In this connection, the representative from TD explained that the human well-being component 
has been incorporated in the project activities through the promotion of EAFM at the learning sites, 
e.g. in Cambodia where the income of fishers has improved after one year of the project 
implementation. Although the support of SEAFDEC to carry out the activities in the learning sites 
would be completed in 2019, the participating countries had been encouraged to continue the 
activities at the learning sites, and to monitor the long-term improvement of fishers’ livelihood and 
income as a result of the application of the EAFM concept. 

 
12. While expressing the support to the activities carried out at the learning sites in Cambodia as 
this has improved the knowledge of fisheries officers on the EAFM concept, the Program Committee 
Member for Cambodia indicated that the Fisheries Management Plan which is being developed by the 
Fisheries Administration (FiA) of Cambodia would incorporate the EAFM concept. He therefore 
suggested that SEAFDEC could consider expanding the project activities in the future to cover inland 
fisheries. He also expressed the concern about the destruction of large areas of mangrove forests in 
marine fishing domain and inundated forests in Cambodia, and the need to enhance people’s 
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awareness of the need to conserve mangroves and inundated forests to sustain fisheries production. 
 
13. The Program Committee Member for Myanmar also commended SEAFDEC for introducing 
the EAFM concept in Myanmar which was carried out through the training of trainers (TOTs), as this 
had considerably helped to instill the knowledge on EAFM concept in the officers of the Department 
of Fisheries of Myanmar and enabled them to promote the application of EAFM in the country. She 
also stated that Myanmar has implemented the EAFM under the FishAdapt Project in collaboration 
with FAO/GEF, and several deliverables have been produced such as the EAFM Toolkit, EAFM 
Handbook, and the Ecosystem Approach to Aquaculture Management (EAAM) Handbook in the 
national language of Myanmar. In addition, Myanmar is planning to conduct EAFM training not only 
for responsible fisheries agencies but also for other line agencies nationwide. In this connection, 
SEAFDEC was requested to continue supporting Myanmar in the promotion of the EAFM concept in 
the whole country. 
 
14. The Program Committee Member for Thailand also expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC 
for its continued effort to promote human resource development, specifically by providing EAFM 
training and TOTs to more than 100 officers of the DOF Thailand, as this has enabled the trained 
officers to apply the EAFM concept in several learning sites in the country. He also expressed the 
gratitude to SEAFDEC for supporting the EAFM activities in Krabi Province, and looked forward to 
receiving the continued support from SEAFDEC on EAFM. 
 
15. The Program Committee Member for Lao PDR also expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC 
for supporting the conduct of activities in the project learning sites in Lao PDR. He also requested 
SEAFDEC to expand the activities to the other areas of Lao PDR in the future. 
 
(2) Optimizing Energy Use/Improving Safety Onboard in Fishing Activities 

 
16. The 42PCM took note of the achievements of the project which would be completed in 2019, 
and would be continued under a new project that would start in 2020, as presented by the 
representative from TD. 
 
17. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Thailand expressed the 
appreciation to SEAFDEC for sharing its expertise in the modification of purse seine fishing vessel in 
Pattani Province in collaboration with the DOF Thailand, as this has led to the reduction of the 
number of fishing crew onboard by 40% and ice consumption by 70%. The project also facilitated the 
development of technology for improving the quality of fish onboard purse seine fishing vessels. 
 
18. The view expressed by the Program Committee Member for the Philippines that results from 
the activities of this project, particularly the purse seine vessel modification should be packaged into 
an information material that could be disseminated for the benefit the other Member Countries, was 
supported by the Program Committee Members for Indonesia and Malaysia as well as the Chief of 
MFRDMD. In this connection, the representative from TD reiterated that the project results are 
already available for downloading from the website of TD. 
 
19. The Chief of MFRDMD expressed the concern on fuel efficiency of fishing vessels considering 
that 60% of the operating costs for fishing operation especially for longline, is attributed to fuel use. 
In this connection, the representative from TD explained that in the purse seine modification activity, 
the data on costs and returns were compiled and analyzed, and the results showed that the 
modification had reduced not only fuel consumption but also human labor onboard, and that the 
modification costs could be recovered within one and a half years only. 
 
(3) Promotion of Sustainable Fishery Resources Enhancement Measures in Critical 

Habitats/Fishing Grounds in Southeast Asia 
 

20. The 42PCM noted the completion of the project in 2019 and that SEAFDEC is planning to 
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continue to carry out the activities on resource enhancement under the new project starting 2020, as 
presented by the representative from TD. 
 
21. In the ensuing discussion, the Program Committee Member for Indonesia expressed the 
appreciation to the Japanese Trust Fund (JTF) for supporting the implementation of the project and 
inquired about the possibility of continuing some of the activities, e.g. making use of the data 
generated by the project to come up with a map of important fishing grounds and critical habitats of 
the region, and establishing pilot sites to determine the benefits of this project to the region. He added 
that these could serve as platform for sharing of information and development of bank of knowledge 
for SEAFDEC. He also encouraged the participation of SEAFDEC in relevant international meetings 
to present its resource enhancement initiatives. 
 
22. The Program Committee Member for the Philippines reiterated the expected outputs of the 
project, which could include the development of a map of important fishing grounds and critical 
habitats as well as the associated species, conduct of regional training programs, and publication of 
relevant materials. He also supported the view of the Program Committee Member for Indonesia that 
SEAFDEC should create the platform for sharing the lessons learned from initiatives undertaken by 
the Member Countries.  
 
23. In responding to the concerns raised by the Members of the Program Committee, the 
representative from TD considered the possibility of developing a map of important fishing grounds 
based on the data collected through the SEAFDEC programs and network of researchers, although 
this would not be an easy task as the said map would cover not only the coastal fishing grounds but 
also the offshore areas. As for the future activities on resource enhancement, he suggested that these 
could be confirmed through a meeting among the Member Countries which would be organized under 
the new project in 2020. Moreover, considering the considerable number of databases developed by 
TD, these could be used to facilitate the sharing of data from the various programs and projects of 
SEAFDEC, and the same platform could also be used to facilitate the sharing of information on 
resource enhancement initiatives. 
 
24. In responding to the query of the Chief of AQD on whether this project would be able to come 
up with protocols for the rehabilitation of depleted stocks of different wild species, e.g. blue 
swimming crab, dog conch, and others, the representative from TD explained that the fisheries 
resource enhancement activities of TD are not only science-based but are also meant to integrate co-
management using various tools and emphasize on the importance of awareness-building activities, 
however, the protocols for stock enhancement would vary in the different areas. He therefore 
expressed the view that future activities on resource enhancement of TD could be undertaken in close 
cooperation with AQD to mobilize the technologies on seed production that had been developed. 
 
(4) Enhancement of the Sustainability of Catadromous Eel Resources in Southeast Asia 

 
25. The 42PCM noted the progress and achievements of this project which would be completed in 
2019, while some activities would be continued under a new project starting 2020, as presented by the 
representative from IFRDMD. 
 
26. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines expressed the 
appreciation to SEAFDEC and to the JTF for supporting the implementation of project activities in 
pilot sites in the Philippines, as this had enabled the country to obtain better understanding of the 
status of its anguillid eel resources. He then requested SEAFDEC to continue supporting the 
Philippines in improving the data collection and management of this important fishery resource. 
Furthermore, he also commended SEAFDEC for developing the Policy Guidelines for Conservation 
and Management of Tropical Anguillid Eels in Southeast Asian Region, which is still being reviewed 
through the ASEAN mechanism for possible adoption in the region. 
 
27. The Program Committee Member for Myanmar also commended SEAFDEC through the 
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project, for conducting surveys in pilot sites in Myanmar as these had generated information on the 
species and distribution of tropical anguillid eels in the country. She added that the country would 
continue to collect statistical data on anguillid eels, and also expressed the support of Myanmar to the 
Policy Guidelines for Conservation and Management of Tropical Anguillid Eels in Southeast Asian 
Region. 
 
(5) Promotion of Responsible Utilization of Inland Fisheries in Southeast Asia 

 
28. The 42PCM took note of the achievements of this project, which would be completed in 2019 
as presented by the representative from IFRDMD, while some activities would be continued under a 
new project starting 2020. 
 
(6) Promotion of Countermeasures to Reduce IUU Fishing Activities 

 
29. The 42PCM noted the achievements of this project which would be completed in 2019, while 
some activities would be continued under a new project starting 2020, as presented by the 
representative from TD. 
 
30. While sharing the view on the importance of this project, the Program Committee Member for 
Singapore expressed the appreciation to TD and the JTF for supporting the activities on combating 
IUU fishing in the region.  
 
31. The Program Committee Member for Thailand expressed the support to the development of the 
RFVR for fishing vessels 24 meters in length and over as it complements the requirements of the 
Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels (Global 
Record). Moreover, in order to generate information that could be more useful for the Member 
Countries, the representative from Thailand also suggested that SEAFDEC may consider synthesizing 
the data in the RFVR Database. In response to the query about the availability of the formula for 
conversion of the units used by other countries (e.g., gross tonnage, horsepower, among others) to 
length overall (LOA) so that the data could be easily inputted to the RFVR Database, the 
representative from TD explained that TD had already harmonized and converted the various 
measurements of fishing vessels into LOA, and currently the AMSs have been using such procedure. 

 
32. While commending TD for the updates provided on the project, the Program Committee 
Member for Myanmar stated that the DOF Myanmar has strengthened its collaboration with TD on 
the RFVR Database by providing the updated data, and the latest update would be transmitted in 
December 2019. With regards to the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA) which Myanmar has 
already ratified, Myanmar has made progress in conducting several activities and utilizing the tools to 
cope with the requirements of PSMA, including the establishment of VMS, MCS system, which 
would be pilot tested in the country in December 2019. 

 
33. Considering that TD has exerted much effort in establishing and updating the data in the RFVR 
Database for vessels 24 meters in length and over, the representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat 
expressed the concern on the low utilization of the Database by the AMSs. He therefore sought the 
views of the AMSs on how the usefulness of the RFVR could be enhanced, as well as on the proposed 
establishment of a new database for vessels less than 24 meters in length. 
 
34. With regards to the usefulness of the RFVR Database, the representative from TD added that 
the RFVR Database comprises 28 information items that were considered essential during the 
consultation with AMSs. During the initial establishment of the RFVR, it was noted that several 
fishing vessels were landing their catch in the ports of other countries. Recently, however, landing of 
catch by fishing vessels particularly those larger than 24 meters in another country’s port is already 
prohibited, while only carrier vessels are allowed to land their catch. Therefore, the RFVR Database 
could still be useful for carrier vessels, and also for vessels less than 24 meters that still land their 
catch across the borders of neighboring countries. 
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35. While emphasizing on the need to also manage fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length as 
this range represents the majority of small-scale fishing vessels in the region, the Program Committee 
Member for Indonesia expressed the difficulties that could be encountered in collecting the data due 
to a large number of small fishing vessels in the region. He therefore encouraged TD to find the ways 
of improving the existing RFVR Database prior to expanding the database to cover small fishing 
vessels, and to take into account the relevant economic, livelihood, and political considerations in 
designing the specific activities in the future. 
 
36. While encouraging the Member Countries to share their views on the usefulness of the RFVR 
Database in support to the countries’ efforts in combating IUU fishing, the SEAFDEC Secretary-
General suggested that if TD would develop the Database for vessels less than 24 meters in length, the 
appropriate approach for inputting the necessary data, for example by importing the data from the 
countries’ databases, would be considered taking into account the large number of small-scale fishing 
vessels in the region. 
 
(7) Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South 

China Sea and Gulf of Thailand 
 

37. The 42PCM took note of the achievements of this project which would be continued beyond 
2019, as presented by the representative from the Project.  
 
38. In the discussion, the Chief of MFRDMD expressed the concern on the recent reduction of the 
squid (Loligo chinensis) resources in the South China Sea and suggested that this project should 
consider incorporating the establishment of refugia sites and development of management measures 
toward the sustainability of the species as well as for other species that are economically important for 
the Southeast Asian region. 

 
39. The Program Committee Member for Thailand commended SEAFDEC for providing the 
platform for the sharing of data on Indo-Pacific mackerel among the countries in the Gulf of Thailand 
sub-region, as this has facilitated the identification of the linkage of the mackerel resources between 
Thailand and Cambodia as well as with those in Malaysia and Indonesia. 

 
40. The Program Committee Member for the Philippines, while reiterating the gratitude for having 
the Philippines as one of the participating countries of this project and recognizing the importance of 
the project results which include science-based management of fishing capacity, stated that the project 
objectives are specific and clear, such as reduction in fishing pressure within the sites that are critical 
to the life cycles of fished species that are transboundary in nature by about 50%, and increase of 
about 20% in the number of small-scale fishing vessels using fishing gear and practices designed to 
safeguard the fish stocks and critical habitats at priority sites. In response to the suggestion that the 
project should ensure the connection of the objectives, outcomes, outputs, and activities in the logical 
framework, the representative from TD assured the 42PCM that the logical framework was developed 
prior to the start of the project, including with the activities, both regional and national, for the six 
participating countries. 

 
(8) Offshore Fisheries Resources Exploration in Southeast Asia 
 
41. The 42PCM noted the progress and achievements of the project which would be completed in 
2019, as presented by the representative from TD. 
 
42. In the discussion, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines commended SEAFDEC 
for undertaking this project as this has been instrumental in exploring the underutilized resources that 
have the potentials for utilization in the future, specifically the deepsea shrimps. He added that some 
fisheries industries in the Philippines had recently expressed their intention to utilize such resources. 
Furthermore, he also emphasized on the need for SEAFDEC to continue providing capacity building 
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to the Member Countries on stock assessment, but expressed the concern that several activities not 
relevant to the objectives of this project had been carried out. Although such activities could be useful 
for the countries in the region, he suggested that in the future development of project documents, 
SEAFDEC should make sure that the titles reflect the actual activities being proposed. 
 
(9) Enhancing the Compilation and Utilization of Fishery Statistics and Information for 

Sustainable Development and Management of Fisheries in the Southeast Asian Region 
 

43. The 42PCM took note of the implementation of two activities under this project which would 
be completed in 2019, as presented by the representatives from TD: 1) Improving the Data Collection 
of the Commercially-exploited Aquatic and Threatened Species implemented by TD in collaboration 
with MFRDMD; and 2) Facilitating Fisheries Activity Information Gathering through Introduction of 
Community-based Resources Management/Co-management implemented by TD. 
 
(10) Comparative Studies for Management of Purse Seine Fisheries in the Southeast Asian 

Region 
 

44. The 42PCM noted the achievements of the project which would be completed in 2019, as 
presented by the representative from MFRDMD. 
 
45. While the representative from Thailand appreciated the efforts of MFRDMD for implementing 
the project, she indicated that modification of fishing gears had occurred during the data collection 
throughout the past years, and therefore expressed the concern that this could lead to certain biases in 
the data analysis as well as in coming up with information on the trend of the purse seine catch. With 
regards to the result of the comparative study conducted by MFRDMD which showed that the overall 
catch of the purse seine fisheries in the region should be reduced by 25% based on the data analyzed 
from 1996 to 2015, she also expressed the concern that this recommendation might not be applicable 
due to the multi-species nature of fisheries in the region. In this connection, the Program Committee 
Member for Indonesia also suggested that the project should consider finding the alternative solutions 
for appropriate management measures for purse seine fisheries in the region which should not be 
based only on output control such as catch limit, but also input control as well as technical control. 
 
46. The representative from Indonesia highlighted on the issues about the quality and uncertainty 
of the data collected and used in the analysis during the period of the project implementation, and 
suggested that the future activities of the project could consider improving the accuracy of calculated 
catch per unit effort (CPUE). With regards to the recommendation to set up a quota system for purse 
seine fisheries in the region, he proposed for the adoption of other management measures instead, e.g. 
effort control, closed area, and closed season, taking into account the lessons learnt from the 
Philippines on the management of the country’s sardine and other small pelagic resources. He added 
that another method of data analysis using the same dataset collected by the project could be carried 
out to be able to include the range of uncertainties, and compare and understand the results. 
 
(11) Research for the Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and Management of Sharks and 

Rays in the Southeast Asian Region 
 

47. The 42PCM noted of the progress and major achievements of the project which would be 
completed in 2019, with some activities to be continued under a new project starting 2020, as 
presented by the representative from MFRDMD. 
 
(12) Enhancing Sustainable Utilization and Management Scheme of Tropical Anguillid Eel 

Resources in Southeast Asia 
 

48. The 42PCM took note of the progress and achievements of the project which would be 
completed in 2019 with some activities to be continued under a new project starting 2020, as 
presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
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49. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines suggested that all 
projects related to anguillid eels that are implemented by SEAFDEC should be combined and 
presented as a group. In this connection, the representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat clarified that 
the project implementation presented at the PCM is generally according to the source of budget. 
However, SEAFDEC is trying its best to group the activities which has the same target species into 
one program presentation. 
 
50. In responding to the query of MFRDMD about the need to report the most significant outputs 
from the project implementation, it was clarified that the dataset and information package developed 
through the project implementation are available at the project’s website. 
 
(13) SEAFDEC-EU/CITES Sharks Project Phase II 
 
51. The 42PCM took note the activities and completion of the project in 2019 as presented by the 
representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
(14) Strengthening the Effective Management Scheme with GIS (Geographic Information 

System) and RS (Remote Sensing) Technology for Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture in 
the AMS 
 

52. The 42PCM noted the progress of the project which will be continued until mid 2020, as 
presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
53. In the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Thailand expressed the view that while 
the project has provided financial support to local fishers to collect data, the capacity of the fisheries 
officers of the Department of Fisheries (DOF) of Thailand could also be enhanced to be able to collect 
information on fishing gears and their catch, as well as long-term landing data. In this regard, 
SEAFDEC was requested to consider extending support to Thailand through the conduct of training 
programs for concerned officers from the DOF of Thailand. 
 
3.1.2 Strategy II: Supporting the sustainable growth of aquaculture to complement fisheries and 
contribute to food security, poverty alleviation and livelihood of people in the region 
 
(15) Environment-friendly, Sustainable Utilization and Management of Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Resources  
 

54. The Program Committee took note of the achievements of the project which would be 
completed in 2019, while some activities would be continued under a new project starting 2020, as 
presented by the representative from AQD. 
 
55. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Brunei Darussalam congratulated 
SEAFDEC for the project achievements and expressed the view that most of the ongoing projects of 
SEAFDEC focused on capture fisheries while only a few deals with aquaculture. He then suggested 
that SEAFDEC should consider implementing more activities on aquaculture in the future considering 
its potential benefits to poverty alleviation and improved livelihood of people in the fisheries 
communities. With regards to the activities on fishmeal replacement which currently focused on feeds 
for tilapia, he suggested that AQD should also consider undertaking studies on fishmeal replacement 
for feeds of marine species, e.g. sea bass and grouper. 
 
56. In response to the comment of the Program Committee Member for Brunei Darussalam, the 
Chief of AQD explained that after the completion of this project in 2019, AQD would propose a new 
project to be supported by the Department funds, but focusing on the priorities of the Philippines as 
the host country of AQD. With regards to fish meal replacement, although the current study of AQD 
focuses on tilapia which is a freshwater species, the alternative ingredients being studied could also be 
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adapted for marine species. 
 
(16) Reinforcement and Optimization of Fish Health Management and the Effective 

Dissemination in the Southeast Asian Region 
 

57. The 42PCM took note of the achievements of the project which is scheduled to be completed in 
2019 while some activities would be continued under a new project starting 2020, as presented by the 
representative from AQD. 
 
58. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Myanmar indicated that the 
country is planning to conduct on-site training on basic fish bacteriology, antimicrobial assay, and 
disinfection techniques through the MYSAP-GIZ Programme from November 2019 to 2020 and that 
Myanmar is in the process of developing the contents of the said training course. 
 
3.1.3 Strategy III: Ensuring the food safety and quality of fish and fishery products for the 
Southeast Asian region 
 
(17) Chemicals and Drug Residues in Fish and Fish Products in Southeast Asia- Biotoxins (ASP, 

AZA and BTX) and Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) in the ASEAN Region 
 

59. The 42PCM took note of the achievements of the project, which would be completed in 2019, 
as presented by the Chief of MFRD. 
 
3.1.4 Strategy IV: Enhancing trade and compliance of the region’s fish and fishery products 
with market requirements 
 
(18) Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asian Region through Application of Catch 

Certification for Trading of Fish and Fishery Products 
 

60. The 42PCM noted the achievements of the project, which would be completed in 2019, while 
some activities would be continued under a new project starting 2020, as presented by the 
representative from MFRDMD. 
 
3.1.5 Strategy V: Addressing cross-cutting issues, such as labor, gender and climate change, 
where related to international fisheries  
 
(19) Assistance for Capacity Building in the Region to Address International Fisheries-related 

Issues 
 

61. The 42PCM took note of the achievements of the project which would be completed in 2019, 
while some activities would be continued under a new project starting 2020, as presented by the 
representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
62. The Program Committee Member for Brunei Darussalam commended SEAFDEC for 
undertaking the activities in collaboration with the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project that supported the 
development of the electronic ACDS (eACDS) which was pilot tested in Brunei Darussalam. He 
specifically expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC for supporting the development of the offline 
system of the eACDS using the Android mobile application. He added that Brunei Darussalam is 
planning to organize a commercial-scale ACDS training at the later part of November 2019. 
 
3.1.6 Strategy VI: Empowering SEAFDEC to strengthen its roles in the region and to improve 
its services to Member Countries  
 
(20) Fisheries Resource Survey and Operational Plan for the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 
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63. The 42PCM noted the progress and achievements of the project which would be continued 
beyond 2019, as presented by the representative from TD. It was further noted that Malaysia has a 
plan to utilize M.V. SEAFDEC 2 in 2021 and is in the midst of developing the details.  
 
64. In the discussion, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines requested SEAFDEC 
through TD to support the conduct of a hydroacoustic survey of fishing grounds of the Philippines and 
distribution of biomass of small pelagic fishes, taking into consideration the existing expertise and 
equipment in SEAFDEC and the Member Countries, and requested that the survey be carried out in 
2020. He also proposed to discuss the details of the activity with TD, especially on the cost-sharing 
arrangement for the survey. 
 
65. In response, the representative from TD indicated that SEAFDEC would collaborate with 
BFAR and the National Fisheries Research and Development Institute (NFRDI) of the Philippines for 
the detailed arrangements and cost-sharing aspect of the survey. As for the suggestion of the Program 
Committee Member for Myanmar, the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 could support the fisheries resources survey 
in the shallow waters and coastal areas that are beyond the survey plan of the R.V. Dr. Fridtjof 
Nansen. TD could also provide support to build up the capacity of the concerned officers to conduct 
the survey in the waters of Myanmar through a SEAFDEC Project in 2020-2024.  
 
66. While thanking SEAFDEC for the support extended to the Member Countries in conducting 
resource surveys using the M.V. SEAFDEC 2, the representative from Thailand mentioned that 
another new project, the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) Phase II, would start in 
2020 and support the joint R.V. Dr. Fridtjof Nansen survey in the BOBLME area of Myanmar and 
Thailand. She therefore proposed that in order to gain knowledge from the survey, and in particular on 
marine debris, SEAFDEC could also cooperate with the survey. She also suggested that SEAFDEC 
could consider the possibility of sharing the information obtained from the surveys using the R.V. Dr. 
Fridtjof Nansen and the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 that would be useful for the participating countries. In 
response, the representative from TD suggested that Thailand could also consider collaborating with 
SEAFDEC and the Institute of Marine Research of Norway in this aspect. 
 
67. The Program Committee Member for Myanmar also expressed the interest of Myanmar to 
conduct a survey in its waters at 20 meters depth using the M.V. SEAFDEC 2, but the Government of 
Myanmar has limited budget to support such a survey. She also mentioned that the DOF Myanmar 
conducted surveys in 1974, 1980, 2013, 2015, and 2018 using the R.V. Dr. Fridtjof Nansen which 
were funded by FAO and Norway, and that the survey data in 2018 would published in December 
2019. 
 
68. The Chief of MFRDMD also mentioned that MFRDMD will organize a workshop on acoustic 
data analysis on 25-27 November 2019 and that resource persons from Japan and Korea have been 
invited to the Workshop. He added that invitation letters have already been sent to Cambodia, Viet 
Nam, Thailand, and Indonesia, and that MFRDMD is still waiting for the nominations from these 
countries. He also indicated that the invitation letter would also be sent to the Philippines to take part 
in the Workshop. 
 
69. While thanking MFRDMD for extending the invitation for the Philippines to participate in the 
said workshop, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines maintained that SEAFDEC could 
consider extending the support to the Philippines, on the conduct of acoustic survey for the country to 
obtain hands-on experience. 
 
70. The representative from TD recalled the previous discussion between SEAFDEC and the 
Member Countries, and reported at the 42PCM that for the next five years, marine fisheries resources 
survey would make use of mid-water trawl and hydroacoustic equipment. In this connection and  as 
recommended by the Chief of MFRDMD during the Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, 
SEAFDEC should consider acquiring a new scientific echo-sounder that could be used during the 
surveys of the waters of the Southeast Asian countries.  
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(21) Strengthening SEAFDEC Network for Sustainable Fisheries 

 
71. The 42PCM took note of the activities and achievements of the project, which would be 
completed in 2019, while some activities would be continued under a new project starting 2020, as 
presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
3.1.7 Special Projects 
 
(22) Fisheries and Habitat Management, Climate Change and Social Well-being in Southeast 

Asia 
 

72. The 42PCM noted the achievements of the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project, which would be 
completed in 2019, as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. While noting 
that the project has introduced several new approaches such as sub-regional collaboration for fisheries 
management, the representative from FAO/RAP indicated that such sub-regional approach would be 
continued under the projects which are being formulated by FAO, e.g. Promoting the Blue Economy 
of the Gulf of Thailand through the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management (GoTFish). 
 
73. The 42PCM also took note of the plan to submit the “Regional Action Plan for Management of 
Transboundary Species: Indo-Pacific Mackerel in the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region” developed under 
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project in collaboration with the Fisheries Refugia Project through 
consultation with countries, namely: Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet 
Nam, for consideration of the SEAFDEC Council as well as the possibility of submitting the Regional 
Action Plan for endorsement by the ASEAN. 
 
(23) The Oceans and Fisheries Partnership (USAID Oceans) 

 
74. The 42PCM noted the achievements of this project which would be completed in May 2020, as 
presented by the Chief of Party of the USAID Oceans. 
 
75. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines expressed the 
appreciation to USAID for the support extended to the USAID Oceans and SEAFDEC as the project 
regional partner, for the conduct of activities in General Santos, Philippines as one of the project 
learning sites. Although the activities in General Santos focused mainly on tunas, the Philippines is 
now ready to replicate the experiences from this project to other fisheries of the country. He added 
that on the development of EAFM plans in addition to the EAFM plan for Sulu-Sulawesi Seas sub-
region, the Philippines is establishing the EAFM Plan for Sarangani Bay in Southern Philippines and 
will continue to support the EAFM plan for its Fisheries Management Area-3 (FMA-3). He then 
expressed the willingness of the Philippines to work with SEAFDEC projects of similar nature or with 
USAID in the future. 
 
76. The Program Committee Member for Thailand also expressed the gratitude to the USAID 
Oceans for supporting the activities that aim to improve the supply chain and traceability system in 
Thailand, and added that the USAID Oceans conducted the Gap Analysis Workshop of the Fisheries 
Supply Chain and Traceability System on 31 October 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand. Through the 
Workshop, the fisheries officers, representatives from the private sector, and relevant stakeholders had 
obtained better understanding of the need to enhance the traceability of fish and fishery products of 
the country. 
 
77. As the USAID Oceans is approaching its final stage of implementation and its activities would 
be completed in May 2020, the SEAFDEC Secretary-General expressed the appreciation to USAID 
for supporting the activities that enhance the traceability of fish and fishery products of the region 
throughout the five year span of the project implementation. 

 



12 

3.1.7 New Proposed Projects for the Year 2020 

 
78. While considering the new proposed projects that would start in 2020 (Annex 5), the 42PCM 
provided comments and recommendations for the improvement of the projects and agreed to endorse 
the proposed projects to the SEAFDEC Council and to the higher authorities of the ASEAN for 
approval, taking into consideration the recommendations of the 42PCM. 
 
(1) Strengthening a Regional Cooperation and Enhancing National Capacities to Eliminate 

IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia  
 

79. In supporting the project which was proposed by the representative from TD, the 42PCM 
endorsed the project and also agreed on its implementation starting 2020. 
 
80. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Brunei Darussalam supported the 
development of the RFVR Database for vessels less than 24 meters in length, as well as the 
implementation of port State measures (PSM) in the country, even if Brunei Darussalam is not yet a 
Party to the PSMA. He added that after the pilot testing of the implementation of eACDS in Brunei 
Darussalam, wider application of the eACDS should be promoted in the region in order that similar 
documentation schemes would be adopted among the AMSs. 
 
81. The Program Committee Member for Myanmar also supported the promotion of eACDS as this 
has led to reduced trade of fish and fishery products from IUU fishing activities. In the case of 
Myanmar, two landing sites have been designated to improve the reporting system of IUU fishing 
activities, including those gathered from the VMS installed in fishing vessels. In this connection, she 
expressed the commitment of Myanmar to share its updated fishing vessel data with the RFVR 
Database and also encouraged the project to consider fostering closer collaboration with the private 
sector in the implementation of the activities. 
  
82. While supporting the continuation of the project implementation, the Program Committee 
Member for Thailand focused on the importance of strengthening the cooperation among the AMSs in 
sharing of information and setting up of a network for combating IUU fishing in the region. 
  
83. The Program Committee Member for Indonesia expressed the appreciation to the JTF for the 
continued support to SEAFDEC initiatives in combating IUU fishing, and shared the view on the 
needs of the AMSs for this project, and suggested that use of terminologies should be consistent, e.g. 
using “combat” rather than “eliminate” as the latter term denotes achieving “zero” IUU fishing. He 
also expressed the support for the conduct of training courses on PSM implementation and suggested 
that these should be conducted more frequently such as twice a year to ensure that considerable 
number of officers in the region could be trained. With regards to the RFVR Database, he suggested 
that improvement of the database should be carried out to ensure that it could support the monitoring, 
control, and surveillance (MCS) implementation in the future. 
  
84. The Program Committee Member for the Philippines supported the need to continue the 
activities to enhance the capacity of AMSs in combating IUU fishing through the use of RFVR 
Database, strengthening PSM implementation, and promoting development and implementation of the 
eACDS. While expressing the difficulty in reviewing the project document, he suggested that 
SEAFDEC projects should have specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, and timely (SMART) 
objectives as well as corresponding clear indications of project outputs, outcomes, and long-term 
impacts. He added that SEAFDEC could also consider establishing a mechanism for the monitoring 
and evaluation of the project implementation. 
  
85. While reiterating the importance of the project in combating IUU fishing in Cambodia, the 
Program Committee Member for Cambodia mentioned that the country has recently completed the 
fishing vessel census, and the data on vessels 24 meters in length and over is now available and could 
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be shared with the other AMSs. With regards to the proposed RFVR Database for vessels less than 24 
meters in length, he suggested that the specific range of the length should be determined, e.g. 18-24 
meters. As Cambodia has recently become a Party to the PSMA, he looked forward to receiving 
assistance from SEAFDEC on the development and implementation of the eACDS in pilot sites in 
Koh Kong as well as for the activities on capacity building of fisheries officers for the implementation 
of PSMA. 
  
86. The Program Committee Member for Thailand expressed the support to the RFVR Database 
and suggested that SEAFDEC could consider analyzing the information similar to that of the fishery 
statistics as this could facilitate better understanding of the Database by the AMSs. With regards to 
the eACDS, after the system is implemented in several countries, SEAFDEC should also consider 
establishing the links for the sharing of the data among the AMSs. 
 
87. In response to the aforesaid recommendations, the representative from TD explained that TD 
would consult with the JTF on the extent of the recommendations including those on the use of 
terminology as suggested by Indonesia, that could be accommodated by the new project. As for the 
possibility of conducting more frequent training on PSM, this would be discussed with relevant 
collaborating organizations, e.g. DOF of Thailand, NOAA, FAO, that provide resource persons for 
such training and also taking into account the availability of project funds. With regards to the RFVR 
Database for vessels 24 meters in length and over, this would be improved and updated in parallel 
with the development of the new RFVR database for vessels less than 24 meters in length. The 
appropriate range of the size of vessels as well as the analysis of data from the RFVR Database would 
be discussed with the Member Countries during the Meeting to be organized in 2020. However, close 
cooperation with all AMSs is crucial for the implementation of this project. 
 
(2) Harmonization and Enhancing Utilization of Fishery Statistics and Information    

 
88. The 42PCM considered the planned activities of the project as proposed by the representative 
from the SEAFDEC Secretariat, and agreed to endorse the project and support its implementation 
starting from 2020. 
 
89. In response to the concerns raised by the representative from FAO/RAP, the representative 
from the SEAFDEC Secretariat clarified that in the process of revising the Regional Framework for 
Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia, the collection of sex-disaggregated statistics on fishers and fish 
farmers would be discussed with the Member Countries during the RTC to be organized in 2020, 
considering that the statistics questionnaire used by SEAFDEC would be harmonized with that of 
FAO. 
  
90. The Program Committee Member for Thailand commended SEAFDEC for the preparation of 
the publication “Southeast Asian State of Fisheries and Aquaculture (SEASOFIA)” as this has 
provided useful information to the Member Countries, and reiterated the importance of collecting the 
data and statistics on species under regional concern, such as neritic tunas, Indo-Pacific mackerel, and 
other transboundary species as this would support the conduct of stock assessment and estimation for 
the level of the maximum sustainable yield (MSY). In this regard, the AMSs were also encouraged to 
report to SEAFDEC their respective fishery statistics at the species level. 
  
91. While agreeing with the view of the Program Committee Member for Thailand regarding the 
fisheries statistics compiled by SEAFDEC which could be utilized for the stock assessment of 
transboundary species, the Chief of MFRDMD reiterated the importance of the availability and 
accuracy of the data and encouraged all AMSs to upgrade their respective fisheries statistical systems. 
  
92. In response to the view of MFRDMD, the Program Committee Member for Indonesia also 
suggested that more detailed technical discussion among the AMSs would be necessary to come up 
with reliable data (e.g. data on the fishing operation, port inspection, logbook, logsheet, landing, and 
others) which could be used for CPUE calculation and stock assessment as well as for the 
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development of harvest strategy and management strategy evaluation. As for the SEASOFIA which 
has been published every five years while the State of Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) is produced 
by FAO every two years, SEAFDEC was asked to consider harmonizing the timeline between SOFIA 
and SEASOFIA, e.g. publishing SEASOFIA every two or four years. 
  
93. The Program Committee for the Philippines also informed the Meeting that the collection of 
fishery statistics in the Philippines is carried out by another agency and not by BFAR. In this regard, 
he requested that invitations by SEAFDEC to attend the RTC on fishery statistics should also be 
extended to such agency which is responsible for fishery statistics in the Philippines. 
  
94. In response to the concerns raised by the 42PCM, the representative from the SEAFDEC 
Secretariat explained that the statistics questionnaires of SEAFDEC require the AMSs to include the 
statistics at species level. However, only a few countries could report the data at such level. As for the 
schedule for the publication of the SEASOFIA every five years, it is based on the directive of the 
SEAFDEC Council and changing the publication schedule would be subject to the consideration of 
the Council. 
 
(3) Responsible Fishing Technology and Practices  

 
95. In endorsing the project as proposed by the representative from TD, the 42PCM also supported 
the implementation of the project to start from 2020. 
  
96. While expressing support to the project, the Program Committee Member for Lao PDR 
requested SEAFDEC to include the development of responsible fishing technologies and practices for 
inland fisheries under this project. 
  
97. The Program Committee Member for Malaysia, while commending TD for coming up with 
helpful activities under the project, requested TD to consider supporting the AMSs in the 
implementation of the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing Gear, considering that 
the Guidelines has already been promoted by FAO. 
   
98. The Program Committee Member for Indonesia informed the Meeting that Indonesia has 
already banned all kinds of trawl operations in its waters, and commended TD for the project on 
reducing the negative impacts of trawl operations on the environment. He also shared the view of 
Malaysia for SEAFDEC to consider supporting the implementation of the FAO Voluntary Guidelines 
on Marking of Fishing Gear. In this connection, he mentioned that FAO has supported Indonesia in 
pilot testing of the tracking tools for lost gears (i.e. small-scale gillnets) and such tools could also be 
applied for tracking lost gillnets and other gears used by small-scale fishers. 

 
99. The 42PCM was also informed that Indonesia has conducted a pilot study on the 
implementation of the Guidelines involving small-scale fishers to address the concern on lost gears 
that leads to ghost fishing, marine pollution, and habitat destruction. He added that there is a need to 
raise the awareness of stakeholders in preventing and retrieving lost gears. He therefore suggested that 
cooperation with other sectors would be necessary for the recycling/reusing of old gears so that these 
would not be discarded and create negative impacts to the environment. Furthermore, he suggested 
that the project should also include activities on the appropriate use of machinery in small-scale 
fisheries to minimize fuel consumption and leakage from fishing vessels. 
   
100. The Program Committee Member for Thailand also supported the activities on good fishing 
practices particularly reducing the negative impacts of trawl fishing to the environment as well as on 
reduction of discards and bycatch. On the suggestion to support the implementation of the FAO 
Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing Gear, SEAFDEC was requested to consider 
organizing an experts’ workshop on proper marking of different types of gear, particularly trawls and 
gillnets. Moreover, the 42PCM was also informed about the scheme undertaken by the DOF of 
Thailand in collaboration with fisheries associations and the private sectors, to reduce old fishing 
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gears and trash at sea by requesting fishers to collect lost gears and trash at sea, and report such 
activities in the social media. She also suggested that SEAFDEC could consider incorporating in the 
project, additional activities such as reducing of fuel consumption, enhancing safety at sea, reducing 
of carbon emission, and improving of onboard fish handling using chilled seawater and salt. 
  
101. While expressing support to the project, the Program Committee Member for Cambodia 
expressed the concern on some fishing gears that negatively impact on the fishery resources, such as 
collapsible traps and trawls with small mesh size at the codend. He also requested TD to conduct a 
pilot study or extension activity on the impacts of such gears as well as share the results from relevant 
studies undertaken in the past, with the fishers as well as law enforcers. 
  
102. While appreciating the comments and recommendations of the 42PCM, the representative from 
TD reiterated that a regional technical meeting would be organized by TD in early 2020 to identify the 
priority activities to be implemented under this project, and would request the Member Countries to 
send their respective experts on fishing gear technology to attend the meeting. In responding to the 
request of Cambodia, TD would send the results of the studies undertaken by SEAFDEC on trawl 
selectivity during the past 10 years for reference. 
 
(4) Enhancing Food Safety and Competitiveness of Seafood Products  

 
103. While considering the new project as proposed by the Chief of MFRD, the 42PCM endorsed 
and supported the implementation of the project starting from 2020. 
 
104. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Japan supported the project and 
suggested that a Japanese expert could be involved in the implementation of the project considering 
his long experience in one of major seafood companies in Japan.  
  
105. The Program Committee Member for the Philippines also expressed the support to this new 
project especially in the development of standards for GMP and GHP as these could help enhance the 
safety and competitiveness of seafood products from the region. He also requested SEAFDEC to 
consider addressing the issues on the seafood marketability as part of competitiveness objective of the 
project. 
 
(5) Assistance for Capacity Development in the Region to Address International Fisheries-

related Issues 
 

106. In supporting the project as proposed by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat, the 
42PCM endorsed the project for implementation starting from 2020. 
 
107. Specifically while expressing support to the project, the Program Committee Member for 
Indonesia extended the appreciation to the Government of Japan for the continued support to the 
activities that aim to address international fisheries-related issues to safeguard the fisheries sector of 
the region. 
 
(6) Research for Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and Management of Sharks and 

Rays in the Southeast Asian Region  
 

108. The 42PCM endorsed the project for implementation in 2020 as proposed by the representative 
from MFRDMD. 
  
109. While expressing the support to the implementation of this new  project, the Program 
Committee Member for Indonesia mentioned that the project is not only concerned with CITES but 
also with relevant RFMOs that have SEAFDEC Member Countries as members, as the results from 
this project could be reported by the respective countries to the concerned RFMOs. Moreover, he also 
suggested that in addition to stock assessment, the project could also consider including risk 
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assessment for selected shark species as well as making use of appropriate stock assessment models 
(i.e. data limited methods) considering the shark statistics data that are available in the region. 
  
110. The Program Committee Member for Myanmar thanked MFRDMD for this project and stated 
that in the implementation of the previous SEAFDEC project including DNA studies on sharks and 
rays, Myanmar has enhanced its capacity in the taxonomic identification of sharks and rays. She then 
looked forward to having continued cooperation between Myanmar and MFRDMD under this new 
project. 
  
111. The Program Committee Member for Malaysia also supported the new project and expressed 
the country’s interest to be involved as one of the participating countries under the socio-economic 
component of the project. 

 
(7) Sustainable Utilization of Anguillid Eels in the Southeast Asian Region 

 
112. The 42PCM endorsed and supported the new project to be implemented in 2020 as presented 
by the representative from IFRDMD, and considered the requirements of the project implementation 
such as permission to conduct the sampling in participating countries and taking out of samples for 
genetic studies from the concerned countries. 
 
113. In expressing the support to the implementation of the project, the Program Committee 
Member for Myanmar also thanked SEAFDEC and the JTF for including Myanmar in the project 
activities. 
 
114. While supporting the implementation of the project, the Program Committee Member for the 
Philippines commended SEAFDEC for the clear and simple logical framework used for the 
development of the project as this has facilitated better understanding of the activities under the 
project. 
 
(8) Sustainable Utilization of Fisheries Resources and Resources Enhancement in Southeast 

Asia 
 

115. In supporting the project as proposed by the representative from TD, the 42PCM agreed to 
endorse the project and support its implementation starting from 2020. 
 
116. In the discussion, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines commended SEAFDEC 
for developing the project with SMART objectives as well as activities that clearly correspond to the 
objectives, as this would facilitate the effective and efficient monitoring and evaluation of the project. 

 
117. The Chief of AQD however expressed the concern that some activities proposed under the 
project on the management of marine fishery resources seem to duplicate the stock assessment 
activities undertaken by MFRDMD, and suggested that harmonizing the activities undertaken under 
different projects would be necessary. In response, the representative from TD explained that TD 
mainly focuses to conduct human resource development activities that will support the monitoring and 
update status of marine fisheries resources in Southeast Asia. TD will also closely work with 
MFRDMD to avoid the duplication of activities. 

 
118. In a related development, the 42PCM was informed by the Chief of MFRDMD that the Asian 
Fisheries Acoustic Society (AFAS) is organizing its Annual Meeting on 11-13 November 2019 in 
Taiwan. Considering that the AFAS meetings discuss the issues relevant to stock assessment of small 
pelagic species, he encouraged the staff of SEAFDEC and the Member Countries to attend the future 
meetings of AFAS. 

 
119. While expressing the support to the project, the Program Committee Member for Thailand 
requested TD to obtain data from the surveys conducted by the R.V. Dr. Fridtjof Nansen which could 
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be useful to support the stock assessment activities of the region in the future. Moreover, SEAFDEC 
was also requested to consider the conduct of training for the staff of DOF of Thailand onboard the 
M.V. SEAFDEC 2 during its survey cruise, which could include training on fishing and marine 
engine operations.  
 
(9) Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic Fish Resources in the Southeast Asian 

Region   
 

120. The 42PCM endorsed the project for implementation starting from 2020 as proposed by the 
representative from MFRDMD. 
 
121. In responding to the concern of the Program Committee Member for Thailand on the stock 
assessment program for tonggol tuna of which Thailand was requested to provide its catch and effort 
data, and that such request may duplicate with this project, the representative from the SEAFDEC 
Secretariat clarified that a practical workshop is being planned by SEAFDEC to review the “Stock 
and Risk Assessment for Neritic Tunas: Longtail Tuna and Kawakawa.” Although this is not included 
in any program of work, it is meant to initiate a review of the stock assessment of these neritic tunas 
in order to keep momentum of the effort in strengthening the regional collaboration on management 
of transboundary species. This also builds upon the regional initiative of the SEAFDEC-Sweden 
Project which would be completed in 2019.  
 
122. As for the objective of the Project which is to evaluate fisheries resources and sustainable 
management, the Program Committee Member Indonesia suggested that prior to the study, the project 
should compile the existing management measures for small pelagic species at national level when 
available. In addition, the study should also clarify and define the scoping of areas of the study, 
connectivity as well as the broad range of life history for selected species as this will affect the 
sampling strategy of this study. Also, there is a need to identify the capacity building needs for fishery 
managers to translate the  scientific findings into policies. 
 
123. In endorsing the proposed project, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines 
suggested that the project should consider the goal of promoting the sustainable utilization of pelagic 
resources taking into consideration its MSY level. He also suggested that the project should consider 
looking into the criteria for identifying the priority pelagic species that are economically important in 
the region. In this regard, the representative from MFRDMD clarified that the priority activities on 
pelagic species would be finalized during the regional meeting of the project in 2020. 
 
124. For the consistency of the terminology used in the study, the Program Committee Member for 
Indonesia suggested that neritic tunas should be used instead of tuna. As a starting point, the study 
may conduct literature review of the existing information on stock status and biology for neritic tunas 
from the Working Party on Neritic Tunas of IOTC. 
 
(10) Sustainable Aquaculture through Cost-Effective Culture Systems, and Prompt and 

Effective Aquatic Animal Health Management  
 

125. In support of the project as proposed by the representative from AQD, the 42PCM endorsed the 
project and agreed to its implementation starting from 2020. 
 
126. While supporting the proposed project, the Program Committee Member for Indonesia 
suggested that SEAFDEC could consider involving Indonesia in the capacity building related 
activities. He also proposed that activities on aquaculture of ornamental fishes and indigenous fish 
species, and marine aquaculture in floating cages should be accommodated in the project. In addition, 
the activities should adopt good aquaculture practices (GAqP) taking into account the optimum 
carrying capacity.  

 
127. The Program Committee Member for the Philippines shared the views of the Program 
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Committee Member for Indonesia, and also expressed the appreciation to the Japanese Trust Fund for 
sustaining its financial support to this project. 
 
(11) Management Scheme for Inland Fisheries in the Southeast Asian Region  

 
128. While supporting the project as proposed by the representative from IFRDMD, the 42PCM 
agreed to endorse the project for implementation starting from 2020. 
 
129. While expressing the importance of the inland fisheries sub-sector in the Philippines as it 
contributes about 10% of the total fish production, the Program Committee Member for the 
Philippines requested SEAFDEC to include the Philippines as a learning site of the project.  

 
130. While also supporting the proposed project, the Program Committee Member for Lao PDR 
suggested that SEAFDEC could consider involving Lao PDR in the project, in particular on the 
activity related to data collection and analysis. 
 
131. The Program Committee Member for Thailand expressed the concern on the impact of climate 
change throughout the region and in particular in the Mekong River Basin, and requested IFRDMD to 
conduct a training course on data collection and stock assessment of inland fisheries for the 
compilation of baseline data on inland fisheries in the region. 
 
132. While stressing on the importance of inland fisheries, the Program Committee Member for 
Myanmar emphasized that Myanmar had decentralized its inland fisheries to the regional state of 
Myanmar, and requested the support of SEAFDEC on the capacity building activities of the country, 
especially in the technical matters related to the management of inland fisheries.  
 
(12) Small-scale Fisheries Management for Better Livelihood and Fisheries Resources  

 
133. In considering the project proposed by the representative from TD, the 42PCM endorsed the 
project and supported its implementation starting from 2020. 
 
134. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Indonesia proposed to co-organize 
with SEAFDEC the Workshop on Assessing the Needs of the AMS in Implementing the FAO SSF 
Guidelines with respect to market access. Proposed to be organized in Bali, Indonesia in February 
2020, the Workshop is expected to come up with the “Regional Plan of Action on SSF to Market 
Access” not only to enhance sustainability but also fairness for small-scale fisheries. 
 
135. The Program Committee Member for Thailand commended SEAFDEC for developing this 
project which focuses on the small-scale fisheries. As the adaptation of EAFM in Krabi Province has 
been successful, he requested SEAFDEC to also conduct EAFM in other pilot sites for inland areas.  
 
136. While appreciating the adoption of the simplified logframe in the development of this project, 
the Program Committee Member for the Philippines reiterated that the EAFM plan is a crucial and 
important approach towards better management of shared resources, and this should involve not only 
small-scale but also commercial fisheries. He also added that the Philippines would like to be 
involved in this project in terms of sharing experiences from the implementation of the EAFM plan in 
the Philippines.  

 
137. The Program Committee Member for Lao PDR also requested SEAFDEC to include Lao PDR 
in the project implementation, while the Program Committee Member for Myanmar supported the 
implementation of the project as it is crucial to Myanmar. 

 
(13) Development of Stock Assessment Method for Strengthening of Resources Management 

Measures of Tropical Anguillid Eels in AMS  
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138. The 42PCM endorsed the project as proposed by the representative from the SEADEC 
Secretariat, and supported the implementation of the project starting from 2020. 
 
139. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Brunei Darussalam suggested that 
stock status model for sustainable utilization of the tropical anguillid eels should be developed as this 
could be beneficial for the whole region.  
 
3.2 Departmental Programs 
 
140. While considering the progress and achievements from the implementation of the SEAFDEC 
Departmental Programs in 2019 and the proposed programs for 2020 (Annex 6), the 42PCM offered 
recommendations for the improvement of the programs and approved the proposed programs taking 
into consideration the aforesaid recommendations. 
 
3.2.1 Aquaculture Department 
 
141. The 42PCM took note of the progress and achievements of the Departmental Programs of 
AQD, namely: 1) Quality Seed for Sustainable Aquaculture; 2) Healthy and Wholesome Aquaculture; 
3) Maintaining Environmental Integrity through Responsible Aquaculture; 4) Meeting Social and 
Economic Challenges in Aquaculture; 5) Adapting to Climate Change Impacts; and 6) Collaborative 
projects with the Philippine Government, and also approved the programs for implementation in 2020, 
as presented by the Chief of AQD. 
 
142. In the discussion, the Program Committee Member for the Philippines appreciated the efforts 
of AQD in implementing the activities under its Departmental programs. Although these programs 
generally address the priorities of the Philippines, the results could be shared with and adapted by the 
other countries in the region in their efforts towards the sustainable development of aquaculture. He 
added that during the recent Philippine Technical Administrative Committee Advisory Board Meeting 
which reviewed the activities under the Departmental Programs of AQD, the Committee as well as the 
SEAFDEC Council Director for the Philippines commended AQD for undertaking numerous 
activities that support the aquaculture industry of the country. Nevertheless, the experience and 
technologies generated by AQD would also benefit the other SEAFDEC Member Countries. 
 
143. The Program Committee Member for Thailand also commended AQD for implementing 
several activities under its Departmental Programs which are very useful not only for the Philippines 
but also for the entire Southeast Asian region. He then requested AQD to consider conducting training 
program that would transfer the knowledge and technologies to the other Member Countries in the 
future. 
  
3.2.2 Training Department 
 
144. While taking note of the progress and achievements of the Departmental Program of TD on the 
Promotion on Strengthening of SEAFDEC Visibility and Enhancing Human Capacity Building, as 
presented by the representative from TD, the 42PCM also approved the activities for implementation 
in 2020. 
 
145. For the Departmental Program of TD on the Improvement of Fisheries Technology and 
Reduction of the Impact from Fishing, which was reported by the representative from TD, the 42PCM 
endorsed the program and supported its implementation in 2020. 

 
146. In responding to the suggestion of the Chief of MFRDMD to consider the participation of 
MFRDMD in the training in Japan on hydroacoustic research, especially on the use of scientific echo-
sounder, the representative from TD would explore the possibly for MFRDMD to take part in the 
same training in the future.  
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3.2.3 Inland Fishery Resources Development and Management Department 
 
147. The 42PCM was informed by the Chief of IFRDMD of the four Departmental Programs, 
namely: 1) Stock Assessment in Inland Fisheries; 2) Development of Capacity Building Plan to 
support Management of Inland Aquatic Resources, Development of EAFM/EAA Training Modules 
and Conducting Training of Trainers on EAFM/EAA; 3) Improve livelihoods from Responsible 
Fisheries and Capacity for Conservation, by Preserving Clown Knife Fish Habitats and Protecting 
their Occurrence; and 4) Modernizing Irrigated Agriculture to Protect and Restore Aquatic 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in Southeast Asia, and also supported the implementation of the 
departmental programs of IFRDMD in 2020. 
 
148. In the discussion, the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat suggested that IFRDMD 
could consider collaborating with the other SEAFDEC Departments in the implementation of the 
activities under its Departmental Programs (e.g., stock assessment, EAFM, EAAM, among others). In 
this regard, the Chief of IFRDMD explained that IFRDMD has collaborated with TD and is planning 
to invite the concerned TD staff to participate in the Technical Meeting on Stock Assessment in 
Inland Fisheries and Training Course on EAFM/EAA which will be organized in 2020. 
 
3.3 Other Programs 

 
149. The 42PCM considered progress of implementation of Other Programs in 2019 and endorsed 
the corresponding activities for implementation in 2020. 
 
(1) Implementing the Lower Mekong Fish Passage Initiative in Cambodia, Thailand, and Viet 

Nam 
 
150. The 42PCM was informed by the representative from TD of the progress of the project 
implementation in 2019 and the proposed activities of the project in 2020 which would involve three 
countries, namely: Cambodia, Thailand, and Viet Nam (Annex 7). 
 
151. In response to the query of the Chief of AQD about the nature of a fish passage, the 
representative from TD explained that fish passage is a cross-river structure installed in dams or weirs 
to regulate the water flow that would and enable the upstream and downstream migration of aquatic 
species.  

 
152. While expressing appreciation for the construction of fish passage in Cambodia, the Program 
Committee Member for Cambodia informed the PCM that most of the weirs in Cambodia are within 
the height (water head) of 5 meters. Moreover, he raised the concern that the agency responsible for 
weir operation and construction of fish passage is the Ministry of Water Resource and Meteorology 
which is not involved in fisheries management. In this regard, he suggested that cooperation should be 
fostered among the relevant agencies to develop appropriate design and operation of fish passage to 
ensure the sustainability of inland fishery resources. 

 
153. The Program Committee Member for Thailand also expressed appreciation to SEAFDEC for 
implementing activities on fish passage with support from the US-DOI and ACIAR, and also 
requested SEAFDEC to support the conduct of a study on seasonal migration of fish at selected pilot 
sites to obtain information that would be useful for management of inland fisheries. 

 
IV. PIPELINE PROJECTS AND EMERGING NEEDS FOR PREPARATION OF FUTURE 

PROJECT PROPOSALS 
 
4.1 ASEAN-JICA Projects 
 
154. The representative from JICA informed the 42PCM that the two ASEAN-JICA projects, 
namely: 1) Food Value Chain Development Project; and 2) Capacity Building on IUU Fishing 
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Countermeasures in Southeast Asia, are regional projects that open window for future cooperation 
between JICA and SEAFDEC after the previous cooperation between the two organizations had 
ceased several years ago. He therefore looked forward to obtaining the endorsement of the ASEAN –
JICA collaborative projects by the SEAFDEC Program Committee. 
 
(1) ASEAN-JICA Food Value Chain Development Project 

 
155. The 42PCM took note and endorsed of the project “ASEAN-JICA Food Value Chain 
Development Project” (Annex 8) as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 
 
156. The Program Committee Member for Singapore expressed the appreciation to the SEAFDEC 
Secretariat for the proposed ASEAN-JICA project as it is particularly useful for conducting of food 
value chain studies in the region. He also expressed the willingness to collaborate in the 
implementation of activities through the MFRD Programmes.  

 
157. The Program Committee Member for Indonesia, while expressing the support this project as it 
has already be endorsed by the SOM-AMAF and AMAF, also suggested that the project could 
consider including public-private partnership into the project activity.  
 
(2) ASEAN-JICA Cooperation for Capacity Building on IUU Fishing  Countermeasures in 

Southeast Asia 
 
158. The 42PCM also endorsed the project “ASEAN-JICA Cooperation for Capacity Building on 
IUU Fishing Countermeasures in Southeast Asia” Annex 9 as presented by the representative of TD. 
 
159. The Program Committee Member for Viet Nam expressed the appreciation to JICA and 
SEAFDEC for this project and requested that support would also be extended to Viet Nam for its 
efforts in combating IUU fishing. 
  
4.2 Gender Dimension in the Value Chain of Small-scale Fisheries & Aquaculture in 

Southeast Asia 
 
160. The 42PCM noted that the project proposal “Gender Dimension in the Value Chain of Small-
scale Fisheries & Aquaculture in Southeast Asia” (Annex 10) has been submitted to FAO for possible 
funding support, as presented by the representative from TD. As the said proposed project is 
scheduled to start in January 2020, the 42 PCM endorsed the project for implementation.  
 
4.3 FAO-GEF project: Sustainable management of fisheries, marine living resources and 

their habitats in the Bay of Bengal region for the benefit of coastal states and 
communities: Support to SEAFDEC Member Countries 

 
161. The 42PCM took note and endorsed the project concept note (Annex 11) as presented by the 
representative of the Secretariat. 
 
162. In the ensuing discussion, the Program Committee Member for Malaysia commended 
SEAFDEC for serving as the regional implementation partner for the project. However, he also 
suggested that SEAFDEC should consider involving MFRDMD in the course of the project planning 
and implementation in view of its mandate and responsibility to promote sustainable fisheries 
management in the region. 
 
163. While endorsing the proposed project, the Program Committee Member for Thailand expressed 
the appreciation to SEAFDEC for supporting the implementation of the Strategic Action Program of 
BOBLME through the activities under the proposed project. In this regard, he also looked forward to 
collaborating with this project in the near future. 
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4.4 World Bank project: Piloting the electronic ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme 
(eACDS) in Viet Nam 

 
164. The 42PCM was informed by the representative from TD that the “World Bank Project: 
Piloting the Electronic ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (eACDS) in Viet Nam” (Annex 12) 
was developed for funding support from World Bank. 
 
165. During the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Thailand acknowledged the 
importance of the eACDS in tracing the origin of the fish catch. Considering that the eACDS concept 
is useful and applicable to small-scale fisheries communities, he also requested SEAFDEC to consider 
establishing a learning site in existing tourism areas in order to expand the market access for small-
scale fisheries communities, by building upon the success of the learning sites of EAFM, e.g. in Krabi 
Province of Thailand. 
 
166. In responding to the query of the Program Committee Member for Malaysia regarding the 
complementarity of this project with the existing eACDS of SEAFDEC, the representative from TD 
clarified that this project supports the activities and training program for fisheries officers from Viet 
Nam, in addition to the eACDS system development which is implemented under the JTF. 
 
V. COOPERATION WITH DONORS, NON-MEMBER GOVERNMENT AND 

INTERNATIONAL/REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
167. Representatives from regional and international organizations and agencies collaborating with 
SEAFDEC were invited to inform the Program Committee of their relevant fisheries programs and the 
potential areas of mutual cooperation with SEAFDEC. 
 
168. The representative from FAO/RAP, Ms. Susana Siar, thanked SEAFDEC for the invitation and 
opportunity to deliver a statement on areas of collaboration and mutual interest of FAO and 
SEAFDEC. She then congratulated SEAFDEC for having the first female Secretary-General, which is 
a huge milestone after 50 years of its existence. She mentioned about some of the existing and future 
areas of collaboration between FAO and SEAFDEC, particularly the GoTfish (under preparation) and 
BOBLME Phase-II projects. She emphasized that these two projects build on the achievements and 
seeds planted by existing projects and carry forward the good practices and lessons learned from the 
SEAFDEC-Sweden Project through the implementation of EAFM and the SSF Guidelines. She then 
reaffirmed FAO’s commitment to strengthen this collaboration in the coming years. Her Statement 
appears as Annex 13. 
 
169. The representative from JICA, Mr. Kota Sakaguchi expressed the gratitude to SEAFDEC for 
the invitation to participate in the 42PCM. He made a presentation on several JICA cooperation 
projects in agriculture, livestock, and fishery sector implemented in collaboration with the AMSs. 
While emphasizing on the activities of the cooperation projects that include the “ASEAN-JICA Food 
Value Chain Development Project” and “ASEAN-JICA IUU Fishing Countermeasures,” he looked 
forward to enhancing the cooperation between SEAFDEC and JICA in the future. His presentation 
appears as Annex 14. 

 
170. The representative from Gifu Prefectural Inland Fisheries Training Center, Mr. Yutaka Nakai 
thanked SEAFDEC for the invitation to attend the 42PCM. He made a brief presentation on the inland 
fisheries in Gifu Prefecture, Japan as well as the programs and activities of the Gifu Prefectural Inland 
Fisheries Training Center. He also presented about Ayu, as the most important fish species in Gifu, 
and its Nagara River System. Moreover, he also mentioned that in 2020, the Training Center would 
accept trainees from SEAFDEC Member Countries and Departments as well as dispatch fisheries 
specialists to the region upon request. He added that the communications about the training should be 
referred to the SEAFDEC Secretariat. His presentation appears as Annex 15. 

 
171. The Program Committee Members for Indonesia, Myanmar, and Thailand as well as the 
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Secretary-General in her capacity as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Program Committee, 
expressed gratitude to the Training Center of Gifu Prefecture for providing support to SEAFDEC and 
the Member Countries (e.g. human resource capacity building) and looked forward to continuing the 
collaboration in the future. 

 
172. The representatives from the Embassy of Sweden in Bangkok, Ms. Åsa Hedén and Ms. Louise 
Herrmann thanked SEAFDEC for the invitation to take part in the 42PCM. However, as they were 
unable to attend the Meeting, they delivered their messages through a recorded video. While 
appreciating the collaboration between the Government of Sweden and SEAFDEC in implementing 
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project, they also reiterated the important role of SEAFDEC in the sustainable 
development of fisheries in the Southeast Asian region, and looked forward to working again with 
SEAFDEC in the future. 

 
173. On behalf of the U.S. Government, the representative from the USAID/RDMA, Ms. Cristina 
Velez Srinivasan expressed the gratitude to SEAFDEC for the invitation to participate in the 42PCM. 
After commending SEAFDEC for the appointment of its first female Secretary-General, she reiterated 
that SEAFDEC and USAID have established partnership since 2015 through the USAID Oceans 
activities and made progress on regional traceability, fisheries management, and the human aspects of 
Southeast Asia’s fisheries. Although the USAID Oceans activities are now in the final year of 
implementation, USAID remains committed to the continued progress and engagement in sustainable 
fisheries. The U.S. Government therefore looks forward to continuing its support to biodiversity 
conservation in the region, building on existing partnerships, and identifying new opportunities to 
work together towards shared objectives. Her statement appears as Annex 16. 
 
VI. OTHER MATTERS  
 
174. The 42PCM took note of the presentation on the “New Regional Marine Conservation Activity 
Design” (Annex 17) by the representative from USAID/RDMA, which builds upon the successes of 
the USAID Oceans activities in continuing the efforts to combat IUU fishing and to promote 
sustainable fisheries and conservation of marine biodiversity. She also provided the five draft strategic 
approaches identified as potential areas for USAID targeted investments to reduce IUU and 
unsustainable fishing and conserve marine biodiversity in Asia and Pacific, namely: 1) Advance 
Regional Seafood Traceability; 2) Demonstrate Regional Transboundary Fisheries Management; 3) 
Private Sector Engagement; 4) Strengthen Regional Cooperation; and 5) Strengthen Regional 
Institutional Capacity. She also highlighted the key priorities of the Agency including the biodiversity 
policy, private sector engagement policy, Indo-Pacific strategy pillars of natural resources 
management, economic growth, and security and the journey to self-reliance. She then updated the 
42PCM that the activity concept  is being drafted and subject to the availability of funds.  
 
VII. OTHER MATTERS (Closed Session) 
 
6.1 Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN 

Region Towards 2030   
 
175. The 42PCM took note of the progress made by SEAFDEC in revising the Resolution and Plan 
of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020 in 
response to the directives made by the SEAFDEC Council during its Fiftieth Meeting in 2018 (Annex 
18), as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. Moreover, the 42PCM was 
also informed that the two meetings organized by SEAFDEC in 2019 came up with the Draft 
Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region 
Towards 2030. 
 
176. The 42PCM also noted that subsequent to the second meeting in September 2019, National 
Focal Point for Singapore has provided comments to the Draft which appears as Appendix 1 and 2 of 
Annex 18. In this regard, the Program Committee Members were also requested to provide additional 
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comments on the Draft which should be sent to the SEAFDEC Secretariat by the end of November 
2019. 
 
6.2 Capacity Development Workshop on Stock Status Assessment and Estimation of SDG 

Indicator 14.4.1 for the Asia Pacific Region 
 

177. The Program Committee noted the outputs of the Capacity Development Workshop on Stock 
Status Assessment and Estimation of SDG Indicator 14.4.1 for the Asia Pacific Region, which was 
conducted  jointly by FAO and SEAFDEC on 2-4 October 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand (Annex 19), as 
presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. Specifically, the outputs of the 
Workshop include better understanding of participating countries on SDG Goal 14 and the Indicator 
14.4.1, data format requirements and reporting procedures for the country to assess the SDG Indicator 
14.4.1, awareness on stock assessment methods developed by FAO, and experience in the analysis of 
stock assessment using national data set for SDG Indicator 14.4.1. 
 
6.3 Procedures for Establishment of Cooperation between SEAFDEC and Other 

Organizations 
 
178. The 42PCM took note of the draft Procedures for Establishment of Cooperation between 
SEAFDEC and Other Organizations (Annex 20), which was presented by the representative from the 
SEAFDEC Secretariat. The draft Procedures, which was developed in response to the request of the 
Council Director for Japan, include the several types of organizations that the SEAFDEC Secretariat 
and Departments wish to establish cooperation with in line with the Article 12 and Article 13 of the 
Agreement on Establishing SEAFDEC, and the different procedures for approval (i.e., the approval of 
the Council varies for each type of organization). 
 
179. In the discussion, the Program Committee Member for Singapore drew the attention of the 
42PCM to Article 6 of the Agreement Establishing SEAFDEC, of which the Paragraph 2 stated that 
“The Council may delegate to the Secretary-General any or all of its powers, except the powers (vii) 
to approve agreements or arrangements referred in Article 12 of this Agreement, and (viii) to decide 
to receive assistance referred in Article 13 of this Agreement.” Furthermore, the Administrative 
Regulation 3 Paragraph 3.2 (iv) stated that “pursuant to Article 9, paragraph 2, and Article 12 of the 
Agreement and subject to any instructions given by the Council, the Secretary-General has the power 
and functions to conclude or authorize the respective Department Chief to conclude agreements and 
arrangements of cooperation in consultation with the Department Chief and the host country 
concerned.”  

 
180. The Program Committee Member for Singapore therefore expressed the view that the 
Council’s approval is required prior to signing any Agreement with other organizations, except for a 
certain scenario that requires the Secretary-General’s approval instead of the Council’s approval, i.e. 
agreement with the Government agencies of Member Countries responsible for the SEAFDEC 
Secretariat and Departments. In addition, he emphasized that the procedures applied by the 
SEAFDEC Secretariat should also apply to all Departments. He also emphasized that agreements 
should still be project specific, regardless if there is financial implication or not as there may be legal 
implication, and there should be an expiry date to all agreements. 
 
181. In this regard, the 42PCM requested the SEAFDEC Secretariat to accommodate the 
recommendations of the Program Committee prior to submission of the final Procedures to the 
SEAFDEC Council for consideration. 
 
VIII. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FORTY-SECOND 

MEETING OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
  
8.1 Adoption of the Report of the Program Committee Meeting 
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182. The Program Committee adopted the recommendations of its Forty-second Meeting on 13 
November 2019. The Program Committee also noted that the Report would be submitted to the 52nd 
Meeting of SEAFDEC Council and to the ASEAN through the 22nd Meeting of the Fisheries 
Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP). 

 
8.2 Date and Venue of the Forty-third Meeting of the Program Committee 
 
183. In considering the date and venue of the Forty-third Meeting of the Program Committee, the 
Chief of Aquaculture Department (AQD) informed the 42PCM that AQD would host the Forty-third 
Meeting at the Courtyard of Marriott/Iloilo Convention Center in Iloilo City, Philippines tentatively 
on 10-15 November 2010. He also informed the Program Committee that AQD would seek the 
guidance of the SEAFDEC Secretariat in finalizing the schedule and related arrangements of the 
Meeting. 
 
IX. CLOSING OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
184. In her Closing Remarks, the Chairperson of the Program Committee extended the gratitude to 
the Committee Members and representatives from SEAFDEC collaborating partners for the valuable 
inputs that led to the improvement of the programs and activities of SEAFDEC. She also thanked the 
staff of the Training Department (TD) for the smooth arrangement of the 42PCM, and also the 
secretariat of the meeting for coming up with the draft Meeting Report for adoption. She reiterated 
that the adopted recommendations and outputs of the Meeting would be subsequently presented to the 
forthcoming meeting of the SEAFDEC Council for approval. After wishing the Program Committee 
Members safe trip back to their respective countries, she declared the 42PCM closed. Her Closing 
Remarks appears as Annex 21. 
 
185. The Program Committee Member for Indonesia, on behalf of the SEAFDEC Program 
Committee Members, expressed the gratitude to the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC as the 
Chairperson of the Meeting, for the efficient management of the 42PCM and to TD for the smooth 
arrangements of the Meeting, as well as for the logistic support accorded to the participants of the 
42PCM. 
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