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John FINN has worked in the WTO since 1998, with ten years in the Agriculture and Commodities Division 
followed by ten years in the Trade Policy Review Division and, since the end of 2018, in the Rules Division. In 
AGCD he worked on the negotiations on agriculture until 2008. In the TPRD he was the Head of the Europe Middle 
East Unit responsible for the reports on the trade policies and practices of the WTO Members in the region. In Rules 
Division he is working on the negotiations on disciplines to fisheries subsidies under objective 14.6 of the 
Sustainable Development Goals which requires the WTO to negotiate international rules that would eliminate 
subsidies to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and prohibit certain forms of subsidies that contribute to 
overfishing and overcapacity. Before joining the WTO he worked for the Department of Agriculture and the Marine 
in Ireland. He has an MBA from University College Dublin and degrees in civil engineering and maths from Trinity 
College Dublin. 

 
 

Marcio Castro de Souza is a Senior Fishery Officer for trade issues at the FAO Headquarters 
in Rome. He is also the Secretary of the FAO Subcommittee on Fish Trade (COFI-FT), the 
main global forum for consultations among countries on technical and economic aspects of 
international trade in fish and fish products, including production and consumption; and the 
coordinator of GLOBEFISH – a specific FAO unit responsible for information and analysis on 
international fish trade and markets. At the FAO Headquarters, his main tasks include the 
development of studies, projects, analysis and policy orientation on topics related to 
international trade on fisheries, including market access aspects and regional trade agreements; 

their interconnectivity and the main existing instruments regulating fisheries activities 
internationally, as well as their impacts on trade and sustainability. He is also the senior officer responsible for the 
development of fisheries training in the area of trade regulations. Mr. Castro de Souza holds a Master’s Degree in 
International Law and Economics from the Universities of Berne, Fribourg, and Neuchâtel. Before joining FAO, he 
worked for the Government of Brazil in the area of agriculture and fisheries, at different senior positions always 
associated with foreign trade promotion and regulations. Previously, he worked in the area of international capital 
markets in the banking sector, and a government agency responsible for regulating foreign trade operations in Brazil. 

 
Alice Tipping is Lead, Fisheries Subsidies at the International Institute for Sustainable 
Development. She has designed and led highly respected programmes of research and policy 
dialogues on trade and environment issues, particularly on fisheries subsidies. She has a deep 
understanding of the intersection of foreign policy, law and environmental protection that’s 
informed by roles in government and in managing policy-relevant research. Previous roles to 
IISD include Programme Manager, Environment and Natural Resources for the International 
Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), Policy Advisor to New Zealand’s 
Permanent Mission to the United Nations in Geneva, Second Secretary and Legal Adviser to 
New Zealand’s Permanent Mission to the World Trade Organization (WTO), and Policy 

Advisor and Legal Advisor at New Zealand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Alice Tipping has a Master of 
Philosophy in International Relations from Cambridge University (United Kingdom) and Bachelor of Laws and 
Bachelor of Commerce and Administration (Economics) from Victoria University of Wellington (New Zealand) 

  
Katsuma Miyauchi is currently Assistant Director of Fishery Products Trade office, Fisheries 
Agency of Japan. He obtained his Bachelor of Fisheries Science from Sea Food Department, 
Faculty of Fisheries, University of Hokkaido. He worked as first secretary in charge of FAO 
at Embassy of Japan in Italy then started working as Assistant Director with Fisheries Agency 
of Japan since 2012. 
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