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Sustaining the Special Publication Fish for the People 
 

Introduction 
 
The Special Publication Fish for the People has been playing an important role in raising the awareness of 
stakeholders on the achievements of SEAFDEC and the Member Countries from the relevant projects and 
activities on responsible fisheries. Fully supported by the Japanese Trust Fund (JTF), Fish for the People is 
published by the SEAFDEC Secretariat tri-annually and as of August 2018, a total of 16 volumes with 45 
issues had been produced, with the last and 46th issue for 2018 in the offing.  
 
Aimed to support the promotion of sustainable fisheries for food security in the Southeast Asian region, 
Fish for the People was launched in early 2003 with its maiden issue Volume 1 No. 1 (2003), intended to 
commemorate the first anniversary of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Conference on Sustainable Fisheries for 
Food Security in the New Millennium: “Fish for the People” organized in November 2001, from which the 
Special Publication got its banner title Fish for the People. The issues of the Special Publication have been 
acclaimed by the academe, various organizations as well as by research and development institutions, as 
important source of information that could be used as reference in their works on the sustainable 
development of fisheries in the Southeast Asian region. 
 
During the Eighteenth Meeting of SEAFDEC Information Staff Program in October 2017, it was agreed 
that the last issue for 2017 should focus on the achievements of the Japanese Trust Fund Programs 
considering that 2017 also marks the 20th year of JTF support to SEAFDEC. Such continuing support has 
enabled SEAFDEC to continue implementing regional projects for the sustainable development of fisheries 
in the Southeast Asian region. With the cooperation of the Departments, the Special Publication has come 
up with articles based on the results of research studies carried out by the Departments in the Member 
Countries and funded by the JTF. 
 
For 2018, two issues had already been published, the first focused on the scenario at SEAFDEC beyond 
2017, considering its efforts that aim for enhanced sustainability of the marine fishery resources. The 
second issue dedicated to gender and development in the ASEAN context, is SEAFDEC’s response to the 
call of the United Nations through the 2015 UN Sustainable Development Goal 5 to achieve gender equality 
and opportunity for women in development.  
 
Issues and Concerns 
 
The last issue for 2018, still being conceptualized, will consider the continuing scenario of fisheries 
development in Southeast Asia with special focus on aquaculture and inland fisheries. The cooperation of 
the Departments, more particularly AQD and IFRDMD is very crucial to complete this issue. Therefore, 
article contributions from these concerned Departments are very much and very urgently, welcome. Final 
call for articles for the next issue of the Special Publication is end of October 2018. 
 
Information staff of the Departments are being encouraged to actively take part in seeking articles for the 
upcoming issues of the Special Publication from their respective Departments. In addition, relevant articles 
could also be sourced from the ASEAN Member States, e.g. from papers presented during related meetings 
or seminars. 
 
Way Forward 
 
For 2019, the topics could revolve around the progress of implementation of the Resolution and Plan of 
Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020, endorsed by the 
ASEAN-SEAFDEC Ministers and Senior Officials to serve as policy framework and priority actions to 
support sustainable development of fisheries and enhancing the contribution from fisheries to food security 
and better livelihood of people in the region towards the coming decade. More specifically these could also 
include articles related to: invasive aquatic species as reservoirs of genetic diversity, inequitable resource 
use, marine pollution (microplastics, endocrine disrupters), tools in monitoring fishing activities (e.g. GIS, 
RS), changing fossil fuel paradigm, smart fisheries and aquaculture practices, and so on and so forth. 
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